f 


150 Sudanese Soldiers 
Killed in Ambush 

ASMARA — Sudan’s armed opposition on Sunday 
killed more than ISO government soldiers and seized 
nine trucks in an ambush in eastern Sudan near the 
key Damazm Dam, the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) said. 

Yassir said Arman, SPLA representative in As¬ 
mara, said that the umbrella National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) had intercepted government intelli¬ 
gence enabling the rebels to ambush the convoy. 

_(Contd on Fg. 14) 
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[jevic Slifl in Critical 
Condition 
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BBU5RADE — Former Bosnian Sdrb Vkc Prewient 
N&uhtKoijciic was stffl m a cridral comlhwn Sunday 
three days after be tried to commit sufcnfcy according to 
astatetnentfrom Bdgr^’smJitao'lHwpitaL 

The official Tanjugnews agency quoted the hospital 
as saying that Ko^jcvic’s condition had not change d 
since Saturday, when he was .reported to be in a “ciili-. 
air* condition followingemetseocy bran surgery. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Iran Refutes 

Egypt’s 

Accusations, 
Condemns 
Attack on Sudan 


Arson Attack on Allamah Iqbal 
Lahori Center, Affront to Iqbal 



MOHAMMADI 
Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran regards any ef¬ 
forts to divide Muslims into sects 
as a plot against Islamic solidarity 
and a bid to strengthen the posi¬ 
tions of the Zionist regime. Iranian 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi said. 

He male the remark following 
allegations by the Egyptian inte¬ 
rior minister who attributed the 
popular discontent in Egypt only 
to the Egyptian Shiite Muslims 
and charged Iran with involve¬ 
ment in that country's unrest. Mo- 
hatnntadi stressed that such 
chatges were aimed at sowing dis¬ 
coid among Muslims. 

The Egyptian authorities plan 
to narrow down general Muslim 
protests to ones by Shiites and 
show that the internal unrest in 
Egypt is not widespread, he 
added. 

The foreign ministry spokes¬ 
man further described Egyptians 
as a dynamic and religious nation, 
emphasizing that the Muslims in 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


By Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD - "Nobody' wfli set 
file to a cultural center expect the 
barbarians and those who arc igno¬ 
rant of culture. This lad becomes 
even more evident considering that 
the arson constituted an affront to 
the most prominent standard-bearer 
for the cultural movement (advo¬ 
cating return to indigenous culture) 
and Islamic resurgence among the 
Muslim nations, namely' Allamah 
Iqbal Lahori.” the Iran’s Cultural 
Counsellor in Islamabad. Ali 
Zuelm. told the Tehran Times yes¬ 
terday. 

He added that, due to the sad 
incident on Sunday, Allamah Iqbal 
Lahori Cultural Center burned to 
the ground and the adjacent shops 
were also damaged. The center, 
which was used by hundcicds of 
scholars and students daily, had 
unique facilities and was the only 
one of its kind across Punjab Prov¬ 
ince and even Pakistan, the coun¬ 
sellor said, stressing that such a 
savage act of arson has appalled the 
cultural circles and dignitaries in 
Pakistan and elsewhere. 

Some 400 people stormed the 
cultural center on Sunday and set it 
on fire with the help of inflammable 
materials. The center, affiliated to 
the Cultural Center of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Lahore, com¬ 
prised a library, an information dis¬ 
semination center and classrooms 
for educational courses. 

The center was used by scholars, 
professors and students of humani¬ 
ties and medical sciences and those 
interested in the Iranian culture. Its 
library, which was established 
some 40 years ago, had over 12.000 
books on Qoranic sciences, history, 
culture and other subjects. The de¬ 
struction of the manuscripts, books 
and information dissemination 


equipment has deeply affected the 
cultural authorities and circles. 

Zuelm said that the arson attack 
followed the act of terrorism on Sat¬ 
urday, in which a bomb blast left 26 
people killed and some 92 injured. 
"In these incidents, as the leader of 
Jama’at-e Islami Pakistan Qazi 
Hussein Ahmad has pointed out, 
the agents of the global arrogance 
have been involved," he added. 

He noted that creating rifts and 
divisions among Muslims and un¬ 
dermining the long-standing and 
cordial relations between the two 
major Islamic countries of Iran and 
Pakistan are among the reasons for 
such criminal acts. "Also.by setting 
fire to the books one day after the 

(Contd on Pg.14) 

Syria*. Al-Khalil 
Accord a 
"Time-Bomb" 

DAMASCUS —The official Syr¬ 
ian press on Sunday launched a 
vitriolic attack on the Al-Khalfl 
accord between Israel and the Pal¬ 
estinians, describing the deal as a 
“time-bomb" for the West Bank 
city's Arab residents. 

“The inhabitants of Hebron 
(Al-Khalil) in permanent fear be¬ 
cause of the presence of 400 set¬ 
tlers, guarded by the Israeli Army, 
who arc among the most extremist 
Jews and who nurture feelings of 
hatred against - Arabs," said 
Tishrin newspaper. 

The paper pointed to scuffles 
between Palestinians and Israeli 
soldiers that broke out Friday in 
Al-Khalil’s vegetable market just 
hours after the city was handed . 
over to Palestinian municipal con- 
t* 0 !- (Contd on Pg. 14) 


Iran to Award Two 
Multi-Million Dollar Oil Contract 


TEHRAN — Ir n is set to award 
two mulii-inillion dollar oilfield 
sonUacts that could provoke 
American sanctions if foreign 
Irms win the deals to carry out 
icvcIopmc:i! work at the ofishorc 
lelds. 

The National Iranian Oil Com- 
jany (NIOC) will award contracts 
o develop its Soroush and Baial 
ifishorc oilfields by the end of 
vtarch. a NIOC manager said on 
Saturday. 

Final proposals of the inter¬ 
ested companies have been re¬ 
vived by NIOC and the winners 
viU be announced by the end of 
olarch. Scycd JaliJian, NIOC’s di- 

xlor of oHshore division told 
Lculcrs in an interview in Tehran. 

European. Asian and Iranian 
ompanics were being considered 
or the work at the two fields, 
alilian added. 

A 600 million deal between 
JIOC and French oil firm total in 
995 was sharply criticized by the 



Clinton administration which is 
seeking todcnl Iran's petrodollar 
export earnings and deny it access 
to international financing. 

The Paris-based firm secured 
the contract after Clinton bared 


Houston-based Conoco Inc from 
carrying out the deal. 

The bill has been strongly op¬ 
posed by Washington's closest al¬ 
lies. including the European 
(Contd onPg.I4) 


Tehreek-i-Jafria, Jama’at-e 
Islami Condemn Lahore Blast 



LAHORE, Pakistan (january 18): Police carry a body on a stretcher, one of at least 26 people kffled 
in a bomb blast outside a courL Amongst the dead was the leader of the extremist Musfimpoup, 
Sipah-t-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), af least 50 injured people were rushed to bospHaL 

“ - _ (WritOTOt 

Compiled From Dispatches the statement carried by the oflt- Islamkrgroup and 25 others. 

TEHRAN —Pakistan’s main Shi- cial Associa ^ d of Pakistan . The fcadcis indu^ Qffi 

ile political party denounced Sal- •• .Hussain Ahmad or Jama at-e .6 

urday’s bomb blast outside a court It said that the purpose of the land Party, Imran Khan, chief c 

tathe Punjab capital or Lahore blasl was only to fen “sectarian- Tehrccfc-c4ta^ 

that left 26 people dead and doz- * sm ” “j the country. It feared that Mohajir ‘ Qanmi. ■ Movcmei 

ens injured, calling it an act of ter- *** ““^creams, terrorists and op- (MQM) Party also : severely am 

rorism. portunias might be trying to work donned the act and sympathize! 

“The bomb was a pre-planned for postponement of the dee- with families of thevictimsL ' 
terrorist activity with an aim to ^ ons scheduled for February 3. Meanwhile, following the La 

further deteriorate the law ami or- The TJP demanded the "tenor- bore bomb blast the capital teni 
dcr situation in the country," the ists involved in this heartless and toiy police have adopted stric 

Tchreck-i-Jafria Pakistan (TJP) heinous act of terrorism should be _ secuI ^y measures to prevent act o 

said in a statement Iale Saturday. arrested as early as' possible so terrorism or violence in Ida 

The incident was “critical and that the culprits could be handed mabadl. 

dangerous" as il occurred when down exemplary punishment.” . Press reports say that the Ida 

religious leaders and supporters of Pakistani police Saturday ar- mabad police have been put on iei 

one sect had readied the court- rested a suspect in the blast which alert after the Lahore inddmtf. Se 

premises in connection with ease, killed the leader of a top extrimist . - ~ _ f Contd on Pg. 14 


Islaimcgroup and 25 others.- - -: 

The leaders- indurfing Qazi 
Hussain Ahmad br Jama’al-c Is- 
lami Party,'Imran Khan, chief of 
.TdiR^-oinsaf and leaders of the 
Mohajir r 1 Qanmi.' - Movement 
(MQM) Party also : severely con¬ 
demned the act and sympathized 
with families of Ihe.victimsL ' 

. Meanwhile, following the La¬ 
hore bomb blast the capital terri¬ 
tory police have adopted stria 
security measures to prevent act of 
terrorism or violence in Isla¬ 
mabad . '. 

, Press reports say that thelsta- 
mabad police have been put on red 
alert after the Lahore inridentSe- 
(Onrid on Pg.14) . 


Yeltsin Arafat in Al-Khalil After 
to Leave Giving In to Zionist Diktat 

WW AL-KHALIL, West Bank i— Yas- Flanked by ' Al-Khalil may 

gj| ¥ J II ft | scr Arafat declared Al-Khalil a .Mustafa Nalsfae and bodyguard 

“liberated city" Sunday on his Arafat was given a r aptu roi 


MOSCOW — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, hospitalized earlier 
this month with double pneumo¬ 
nia, will leave the clinic on Tues¬ 
day, Moscow Echo tadio reported 
citing an anonymous Kremlin 
source. 

Yeltsin. 65, will continue his 
convalescence in one of his coun¬ 
try residences outside Moscow, 
tire source, described as “highly 
placed.” told the radio Sunday. 

The Kremlin could not imme¬ 
diately confirm thcfcpoit. 

Yeltsin spokesman Sergei 
Yastr/bembsky said Friday that 
the president would leave the cen¬ 
tral clinical hospital sometime in 
.the next few days but not before 
Monday. 

Yeltsin was hospitalized on v 
January 8 with what was then dc- 
scribed as “signs of pneumonia." *' 
His doctors later acknowledged 

(Contd on Pg 14) 


AL-KHALIL. West Bank — Yas¬ 
ser Arafat declared Al-Khalil a 
“liberated city” Sunday on his 
- fust visit in more than 30 years 
and appealed to Jewish, settlers to 
help work toward peace. 

“1 declare Hebron (Al-Khalil) 
to be a liberated city," the beam¬ 
ing Palestinian leader told a 
crowd of oyer 30,000 jubilant 
Palestinians in a speech matte 
from a balcony atop the former Isr 
. raeli military headquarters in the 
West Bank dty. 

“While I stand here in Hebron, 
(AI-Khalfl) I tdl the settlers we do . 
not want a confrontation,” he 
said in his appeal to members of 
the 400-strong Jewish com¬ 
munity in Ai-KhaliL turned over 
to Palestinian self-rule last 
week. 

‘i will not forget those settlers 
who came to Bethlehem and told ■ 
me they warn a just peace," said 
Arafat speaking above a large 
red. green, blade and while Pales- ; 
linian flag. “I say we loo warn a 
fair peace." 


Flanked by ' Al-Khalil mayor 
Mustafa Nalshe and bodyguards, 
Arafot was given a rapturous 
welcome by tens of thousands of 
Palestinians waving flags to 
greet their leader and mark the of¬ 
ficial expansion of self-rule to 
Al-Khalil,- ' 

Ararat’s conciliatoiy remarks 
to lire Jewish settler community 
here came after llie Palestinian so- = 
curity chief in Al-Khalil. fibril 
Rajoub^ hadasked the settlers to. 
leave topromote peace. 

Israel lodged an official protest 
with Ara&Ts Palestinian 
Authority on Sunday over Ra- 
joub’sremarks. .’f-- 

Jewish settlers in Al-Khalil had 
expressed fears ahead of Arafat’s 
arrival that bewould incite Palest 
tihian violence against . them in 
the volatile dtyscized along with 
other parts of the West Bade in 
the 1967 Arab-Isiadi war.. 

. Under an agreeme n t reached 
lask week between the Israelis and 

(Contd on Pg.14) 
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2n the Home oT Sod 

T iiia, and dial Allah) 

is the weakener ofl 
the strgglr of thej 
unbelievers. 

(HOLY Q.ORAN) (8:18)1 



Enemies ol Muslims Behind Labor 
Bomb Blast, Arson 


T he patron-in-chief of Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan (5SP) Party 
Ziaur Rehman Farooqi died from injuries he received in a 
bomb blast in Labor on Saturday. Another SSP influential member 
Maulana Azam Tariq was wounded in the explosion. 

The bomb which killed farooqi and injured some 92 others 
detonated as police were escorting the SSP leaders from jail to the 
i court where they were to have answered charges of involvement in 
the murder of the leaders of other groups. 

The assassination of the SSP leader is condemned from the 
[ standpoint of Islamic and human values and principles. The ob- 
' servers in Labor believe that the plot to kill the SSP leader was so 
carefully masterminded that makes one conclude that foreign 
influences have been at work in the whole conspiracy. The main 
reason for this conclusion is that the assassination of the SSP leader 
will not benefit the rival groups. The unpleasant events that fol¬ 
lowed the assassination reinforce the belief that foreign agents are 
, seeking to saw discord and division among Muslims. 

The yesterday's arson attack on AJIamah Iqbal Lahori Cultural 
Center, affiliated to the cultural center of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in Labor, indicates that those who are the mastermind behind 
the incidents are out to create rifts among different Muslim sects 
; and weaken ties among Muslim countries. 

The attempts of some notorious sources to attribute the bomb 
blast to the Shiite Muslims in Pakistan and the arson attack on the 
Iqbal Lahori Cultural Center show that the machination follows two 
main objectives: funning the flames of sectarian conflict in Paki¬ 
stan; and disturbing Iran-Pakistan relations. 

It is encouraging that the leaders of the Jamat-i-lslami Pakistan 
| and Tehreek-i-jafria have unequivocally condemned the killing. 
Imran Khan of Tehreek-i-Jafria has categorically denied any in- 
i volvement of the Shiites in the killing. 

Unfortunately some of the newspapers in Pakistan have been 
entrapped in the ploy hatched by the global arrogance. Although 
the official investigations have not yet found the culprits, some 
media in Pakistan have pointed fingers towards Shiites and Iran. It 
is a pity that some journalists are ready to sell themselves for a few 
cents at the cost of undermining journalistic ethics. The media 
shoulders a great responsibility to safeguard the national interests 
of any country. The Pakistani journalists should be cautious enough 
not to become part of propaganda campaign spearheaded by the 
, global arrogance in the aftermath of the Saturday killing to create 
| a rift among Muslims. 

The timing of the killing and the ensuing events also indicate that 
it is a U.5.- and Zionist-sponsored plot. These ugfy incidents happen 
1 at a time when Iran and Pakistan need to coordinate their efforts more 
| than before to safeguard bilateral and regional interests. Such plots 
therefore aim at entangling Pakistan in an internal turmoiL * 

The Pakistani and Iranian officials as well as the leaders of 
I various Islamic groups in that country and the media should be 
I sober enough to turn the tables on those who are out to create 
tension among Muslims. 

Jasbi: Employment, Secondary 
Aim of Higher Education 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Chancellor of Islamic 
Azad University, Abdullah Jasbi. 
said here Sunday that employment 
is a secondary goal of the higher 
education, but, the main goal is rais¬ 
ing the level of culture, science and 
knowledge in the country. 

Speaking to parliamentary cor¬ 
respondents at the Majlis, he said 
the higher education has no under¬ 
taking about employ ment of gradu¬ 
ates. 

Jasbi noted, "in view of the de¬ 
velopment plans there is no prob¬ 
lem regarding the recruitment of 
specialists." adding that his univer¬ 
sity is ready to employ 12,000post¬ 
graduates within the next two years. 


He said that unemployment is 
mostly related to those without any 
university education. There will be 
no major unemployment problem 
for specialists in the next ten years, 
he added. 

Jasbi said that European coun¬ 
tries have 3.000 students for every 
100,000 people and the figure in 
Iran is dose to 2,000. 

He denied existence of any im¬ 
morality at the university's units, 
saying, "The screening has become 
more strict than in the past” 

On formation of student politi¬ 
cal organizations at the university, 
he said, "So far two of the ten appli¬ 
cations received have been ap¬ 
proved. 


Mpti Describes Outcome of Tehran Peace Talks on Tajikistan 



Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Vclayaii, here 
Sunday, described the outcome of 
Tehran peace talks on Tajikistan 
(Jan 5-19) as a breakthrough in re¬ 
storing peace to the republic. 

Speaking to IRNA here Sun¬ 
day, Vclayaii also termed the talks 
unique and al the same time falter¬ 
ing. 

BuL he added, it succeeded in 
preparing the ground for signing 
the Anal document on national 
reconciliation in the next round of 
talks in Tehran or Moscow in a 
five weeks’ time. 

He said the two Tajik parties 
reached agreement on the number 
of their members in the National 
Reconciliation Commission, its 

Azerbaijan, Iran 
to Study Scfid 
Roud Pollution 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Experts flora Azer¬ 
baijan Republic and Gilan Prov¬ 
ince of Iran began research work 
on environmental pollution of Se- 
fid Roud in northern Iran, IRNA 
reported. 

An instructor at Azeri Science 
Academy Abdullah Qassiniov, 
who heads the group of Azeri ex¬ 
perts, said in an interview with the 
Baku-based weekly Ayeneh that 
the project would be implemented 
within four years. 

He said that pollution of the 
river had brought about ge n et ic 
changes in sturgeons. He observed 
that the major factor in the river 
pollution was an increase in num¬ 
ber of people Irving on the river¬ 
side. 


range or authority and venue for 
its sessions. 

Vclayaii said the current devel¬ 
opments in Tajikistan brought 
about a positive atmosphere in Te¬ 
hran peace talks and maintained 
that understanding between the 
leaders of the two parties would 
help the tree of peace and friend¬ 
ship grow up in the republic. 

He voiced Iran’s readiness to 
make endeavor to help restore a 
just and lasting peace in Tajikis¬ 
tan. 

During the talks, which ended 
here yesterday, representatives of 
the Tajik government and (he 
united Islamic opposition reached 
agreements on repatriation of Ta¬ 
jik refugees, declaration of general 
amnesty by the two sides and the 
procedure for forming a central 
commission for the upcoming 
general elections. 


The two sides also agreed on 
holding plebiscite during the tran¬ 
sitional period and determined the 
number of members of the opposi¬ 
tion in the commission and re¬ 
structuring the Tajik 
administration system. 

In addition, the two parlies 
held talks on formulating the char¬ 
ter of the National Reconciliation 
Commission including the number 
of its members, the extent of its 
authority and venue for holding its 
sessions. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
and Russian Federation were the 
observer nations in the. peace 
talks. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations 
Special Envoy for Tajikistan Gcrd 
Dietrich Mcrrcm here on Sunday 
described the Tajik peace talks in 
Tehran as a breakthrough, saying 
that the agreement reached be¬ 


tween the two parties has been a 
major part of a political accord. 

Speaking to IRNA at the end of 
the two weeks of peace talks. 
Mcrrcm said the issues remained 
to be discussed in the next round 
of talks included drawing up of a 

mechanism for pannerehip of the 

opposition in the nc.\r government 
of Tajikistan, free operation of po¬ 
litical parties. lay ing down of anus 
by the opposition and incorpora¬ 
tion of the military forces of both 
sides. 

The UN special envoy said tte 
two sides have agreed to form the 
national reconrilaiion commission 
consisting of 27 mcncbrs. 

Menem said the Tajik govern¬ 
ment has fulfilled its coramii- 
xnems and the two parties hate 
shown good will in the peace talks 
which herald a lasting and com¬ 
prehensive peace in Tajikistan in a 
near future. 

Tajik Foreign Minister Talbak 
Nazarov told IRNA the Tajik gov¬ 
ernment is committed to fee 
agreements signed in Tehran and 
would fully cany out the accords. 

Nazarov said, “We believe that 
the day is coming to Tajikistan for 
a lasting peace.” 

Representative of the opposi¬ 
tion Akbar Turajonzodah told 
IRNA that with signing the agree¬ 
ment on repatriation of Tajik refu¬ 
gees, the rights of thousands of 
Tajik people would be restored 
and that the govenunem has un¬ 
dertaken not to prosecute them for 
their participation in the civil war. 

Turajonzodah said the opposi¬ 
tion has pulled back its farces 
from the areas singled out in the 
former accords and prepared the 
ground for deployment of govern¬ 
ment forces. 


Pakistani Minister Condemns Attack 
on Iranian Cultural Center 


Habibi, Tajik FM Discuss Peace Process in Tajikistan 

He made the remark in a meet¬ 
ing with Tajik Foreign Minister 
Talabak Nazarov, saying that Iran 
considers the problems in Tajikis¬ 
tan as its own. 

According to IRNA, he added 
that following the end of civil un¬ 
rest in Tajikistan Iran would be 
willing to offer its construction 
and development experiences to 
that republic. 

Habibi expressed hope that the 
agreements reached during his re¬ 
cent visit to Tashkent, especially 
those in the area of power genera¬ 
tion and transportation, would be 
implemented as soon as possible. 

The Foreign Minister of Tajik- 
sitan said in response that the peo¬ 
ple and govenunerd of Tajikistan 
would never forget the mediation 
efforts of the Iranian government 
between the Tajik parties to bring 



HABIBI 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Islamic Repub¬ 
lic of Iran would spare no effort to 
restore peace and tranquility in 
Tajikistan, said the Iranian First 
Vice President Hassan Habibi here 
Saturday. 



NAZAROV 
peace in that country. 

He said he was certain that af¬ 
ter a final settlement of the situ¬ 
ation in Tajikistan, the country 
would benefit from Iran’s contri¬ 
bution to national development 
projects in that republic. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Pakistani Min¬ 
ister of Information and Press, Er- 
shad Ahmad Haqani, strongly 
condemned the violent attack by 
the terrorist group called ‘Sipah 
Sahaba of Pakistan’ (SSP) on the 
Iranian Cultural Center in Lahore 
on Sunday. 

Describing Uhc attack as ’inhu¬ 
man and against Islam’, Haqani 
said (hose responsible for the Sat¬ 
urday bomb blast in Lahore and 
the ones who set fire to the cul¬ 
tural-center were not following the 
path of Islam. 

He expressed regret that, due to 
(he attack, some volumes of the 
Holy Qoran and other religious 
books were burned in the fire and 


that Eqbal Lahori Library in the 
Cultural Center was burned to the 
ground. 

The Pakistani information minis¬ 
ter also said that Islam is the relig¬ 
ion of peace and brotherhood and 
that such acts of terrorism are 
against the teachings of Islam. He 
reiterated that the savage attack 
was aimed at harming unity 
among Muslims. 

“All Muslims including Shias 
and Sunnis arc brothers and 
should not be affected by (he mis¬ 
chievous propaganda campaign 
lauchcd by the enemies of Islam,” 
he said, adding that the Pakistani 
authorities wfll take appropriate 
measures to prevent further such 
incidents. 


Uzbek Ambassador Iran Plays SSgnificant 
Role in Settling Regional Crises 

as positive stepsrto wards consolida¬ 
tion of peace and stability in the 
region and will help strengthen re¬ 
lations between the regional com 
tries. 

Habibi called as necessary Tfr 
hran-Tashkent cooperation and ex¬ 
pansion of bilateral relations fiw 

. establishing lasting peace and se¬ 
curity in the region. 

Referring to the cooperation of 
Iran and Uzbekistan within the Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation Oiaga taxation 
(ECO) and other internati onal or¬ 
ganizations, Habibi stressed the 
need for further expansion of the 
two countries* cooperation with® 
the said framework. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The First Vico-Presi- 
dent, Hassan Habibi, here Sunday 
received the newly-appointed 
Uzbek Ambassador here, Ab- 
dusamad Haidarov. who called as 
important the role Iran plays in set¬ 
tling the regional crises. 

Haidarov further said that Te¬ 
hran and Tashkent share common 
views on establishment of peace 
and stability in the region ancTlhat 
Uzbekistan is for promotion of all- 
out tics with flan. 

Lauding Iran's peace-seeking 
efforts, especially for holding Tajik 
peace talks, the Uzbek diplomat 
said that Fran’s efforts are considered 
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Qods Day: Rejection of Compromise, 
Affirmation of Divine Principles 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Head of the Islamic 
Culture and Relations Organization 
(ICRO), Ayatollah Mohammad Ali 
Taskhiri, said that the Day of Qods 
is the day of rejecting compromise 
with occupiers and affirming com¬ 
mitment to Divine principles. 

Addressing a press conference, 
Taskhiri said the Day of Qods is 
slso an occasion to distinguish the 
Islamic revolutionary outlook from 
reactionary' standpoints as exempli¬ 
fied by the problem of Afghanistan. 

"Qods Day is a day when dreams 
of imperialism and Zionism to 
dominate the world must be termi¬ 
nated and mercenaries disgraced," 
Ayatollah Taskhiri added. 

Taskhiri touched on ICRO’s ac¬ 
tivities in different parts of the 
world and said that the organization 
has prepared many programs forthe 
holy month of Ramazan and the 
Ten-Day Dawn ceremonies mark- 


Intelligence Services Detain 
Former Burundian President 


BUJUMBURA - Burundi’s intelli¬ 
gence services arrested former 
President Jcan-Baptistc Bagaza on 
Sunday at dawn, his aides said 

Daily: Ul, Zionists 
Dictating Their Onn 
Conditions in Peace Talks 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Persian daily Iran 
said in a commentary Saturday that 
LLS. President Bill Clirtfon and Zi¬ 
onist Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
aware of Arafat’s status in the Pal¬ 
estinian government and division 
between Arabs, were dictating their 
own conditions in the peace talks, 
ORNA reported. 

It said the understanding of the 
U.S. president and Netanyahu of 
the situation culminated in a peace 
agreement that was to offer a lot to 
Lhe Zionist regime. 

According to the accord, the 
daily said, the Palestinians would 
agree to the presence of Zionist sol¬ 
diers around Al-Khalil and on 20 
jer cent of the city itself which, it 
raid, was a recognition of the Zion- 
st sovereignty on the city. 


The services also held two other 
people for questioning. Colonel 
Pascal Ntako and Bagaza’s nephew 
innocent Sabryumva. 

Sabiyumva was arrested for 
breaching state seenrity, one of his 
aides said 

On Friday, the intelligence serv¬ 
ices held for questioning a further 
22 people, who are members of the 
executive committee of the radical 
Tutsi movement Sojcdcm (youth 
solidarity for the defence of the mi¬ 
norities), including the head of the 
organization Deo Niyonzima. 

Bagaza, a Tutsi, who was presi¬ 
dent from 1976 to 1987, was ousted 
by a coup led by Tutsi major Pierre 
Buyoya, himself defeated in 1993 
elections by Hutu Melchior 
Ndadaye, who was assassinated 
shortly afterwards. 

Buyoya was returned to power 
by a coup last July. 

Ndadaye’s killing precipitated 
an armed Hutu rebellion which has 
left more than 100,000 people dead 

A further 18 civilians were 
killed in Burundi's southwest prov¬ 
ince of Rumonge in two attacks 
blamed on majority Hutu rebels, 
national radio reported Sunday. 

^ ^ (AFP) 


Trailifam Fasting 


Imam Sadeq (AS) has been 
quoted as saying: 


s-laJ oic. j ftjLbl* 


"A pious believer will rejoice over his 
fasting twice; the first time at eftar (the 
time of breaking his fast at sunset), and 
the second time on Resurrection Day, 
when he meets Cod.” 


TEHRAN TIMES 

Ahl-ul Beit World Assembly 
Condemns Terrorist Acts in Pakistan 


lANOART 20.1937 


ing the 18th anniversary of the vic¬ 
tory of the Islamic Revolution. 

He cited the following programs 
carried out by the organization: dis¬ 
patch of reciters of the Qoran to 33 
countries, publication of research 
articles elaborating on tire merits of 
observing the fast on the holy 
month of Ramazan, providing 
video programs in four living lan¬ 
guages of the world highlighting 
the different aspects of the Islamic 
Revolution, organizing Qoranic 
recitation contests across the world, 
arranging victory celebrations for 
the 18th anniversary of the victory 
of the Islamic Revolution world¬ 
wide. 

The ICRO chief further said an 
exhibition is to be held at the or¬ 
ganization’s premises from 15 to 19 
Bahman to display cultural prod¬ 
ucts, and that foreign Muslim stu¬ 
dents residing in Iran, foreign and 
domestic ulama and other person¬ 
alities will be gathering on 
Bahman 17. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN- Ahl-ul Beit World As¬ 
sembly released a statement de¬ 
nouncing the recent events in 
Pakistan, stressing that such moves 
aim at dealing a blow at the noble 
Islam. 

The statement reads that the 
events happening in Pakistan has 
worried the world of Islam, adding 
that the enemies of Islam have once 
again used their old trick of "divide 
and rule" in order to trigger tension 
among the Islamic groups and de¬ 
nominations. 

Elsewhere, the statement reads 
that Islamic Unity is among the 
principles agreed upon and under¬ 
scored by all free thinkers of the 
world of Islam. 

It pointed out that the enemies of 
Islamic nations have come to real¬ 
ize the significance of the principle 
of unity and are working to under¬ 
mine it 


Once again we are witnessi n g 
that foreign hands are busy smear¬ 
ing the public opinion in Pakistan, 

of the Muslims by resorting to ter¬ 
rorism, the Ahl-ul Beit World As¬ 
sembly deplored. 

The assembly condemned my 
terrorist move and called on the 
world Muslims to be vigilant and 
thwart the conspiracies of the ene¬ 
mies of Islam and abstain from en¬ 
tangling themselves in the vortex of 
discoid and division. 

The statement further called on. 
the Pakistani government authori¬ 
ties to bridle the motivations and 
help the Muslim Pakistani commu¬ 
nity avert an unwanted tension. 

The statement said the Pakistani 
government officials are expected 
to work efficiently to find a peace¬ 
ful solution to possible tensions, 
calling on international organiza¬ 
tions to condemn the terrorist acts. 


Maryam Rajavi Forced 
to Leave France 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN—Kayhan Havai, quoted 
a French diplomat as saying that 
Paris had last month forced a leader 
of the Iraqi-based terrorist group. 
Mujahedin Khaiq Organization 
(MKO) to leave France. 

The diplomat, a highly reputed 
and reliable source who demanded 
anonymity had told Kayhan 
Havai 's correspondent in Paris that 
the French government was no 
longer willing to see Maryam Ra¬ 
javi, the third wife of MKO leader 
Masoud Rajavi, in France. 

Maryam Rajavi reportedly ar¬ 
rived in Baghdad last month to join 
her husband who is banned under a 
French verdict from visiting France 
because of his involvement in ter¬ 
rorist activities. 

"She was forced to leave and she 
will not be allowed back to France 
again." said the diplomat Asked 
why Paris did not announce in ad¬ 
vance its intention to expel Rajavi 
from France, the diplomat said: 
"We did not want to see pressure on 


Kayhan Havai contacted the 
French embassy in Tehran bin the 
embassy neither rejected nor con¬ 
firmed the report 

Meanwhile, the Persian Sendee 
of the Voice of America said last 
Tuesday night that the MKO’s des¬ 
perate attempt to win inte rnational 
recognition as a viable alternative 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran had 
met rebuff from (be Europeans and 
that the arrival ofMary am Rajavi in 
Iraq was a proof of (his failure. 

Maryam Rajavi had problems 
concerning the cortiniiation of her 
presence in France and for the past 
few m onths, the French authorities 
were-complaining about her pres¬ 
ence there. She also failed to win 
the agreement of the British gov¬ 
ernment to take residence in Brit¬ 
ain, the radio said. 

The decision by the French gov¬ 
ernment to force Rajavi out of 
France is believed to help further 
improve the already good relations 
between Iran and France 


Indian Army Mounts 
Offensive Against Guerrillas 


GUWAHATI - Some 25.000 In¬ 
dian Uoops began moving into the 
far-eastem state of Assam Sunday 
for a major crackdown against 
separatist guerrillas. 

Violence in the region has 
claimed thousands of lives over the 
past five years. 

The soldiers, backed by para¬ 
military forces, would move first on 
tribal guerrillas who have been 
blamed for more than 100 deaths 
during the past month, an army gen¬ 
eral said. 

; "The optimum utilisation of 
troops at our disposal and seeking 
logistic and intelligence help from 
civil and paramilitary agencies is 
our priority," Lieutenant General R. 
K. Sawbney told AFP. 

The expected .Gradedown fol¬ 
lows New Delhi's decision to set up 
a unified command headed by the 
army in Assam, where federal 
Home Minister Indrajil Gupta on 
Saturday described the law and or¬ 
der situation as "alarming. " "We 
have decided to make operational 
the unified command because we 
fed it would produce results in a 
relatively short lime." he said. "If 
the situation improves, the army 


can be withdrawn." Assam, an oil 
and limber-rich state of 2.2 million, 
borders Bangladesh aid is ruled by 
the regional AGP party, a member 
of Prime Minister H.D. Dcve 
Gowda's coalition. 

The stale has been wracked by 
lingering separatist and ethnic vio¬ 
lence which has claimed some 
5,000 lives in the past five years. 

The main separatist groups ac¬ 
tive in Assam are the United Lib¬ 
eration Front of Assam (ULFA), 
the tribal-dominated Bodo Security 
Force (BSF) and Bodo land Libera¬ 
tion Tiger Front (BLTF). 

The ULFA wants Assam to se¬ 
cede from India. The other two arc 
fighting fora tribal stale called Bo¬ 
do land. 

The rebels have carried out a 
string of spectacular rat lades on 
trains, highway bridges and oil in- 
* staQations across the state; and have 
also ambtsbed security forces. 

Gupta, a communist, warned the 
milllants to immediatel y declare a 
ceasefire or face military action. 

But he said New Delhi was also 
open for negotiations. 

"We can talk with the mUtiants, 
but there should not be any condi¬ 
tion," he said. (AFP) 
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Serbian Regime "Must Follow" 
OSCE Report: UN Special Envoy 


BELGRADE - The United Na- - 
tion’s special human rights envoy . 
added her voice Sunday tolhc cho¬ 
rus of ^twiMn^kinCTam g that Bel¬ 
grade recognise opposition election 
wins in local polls. 

Elizabeth Rchn said at the end of 
a visit to former Yugoslavia that 
President Slobodan Milosevic's re¬ 
gime must heed the demands of in¬ 
ternational mediators and reinstate 
the opposition victories in 14towns 
sod cities in the November 17 mu¬ 
nicipal polls. 

The Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Eorope(OSCE) 
seit a team of fact-finders to Bel¬ 
grade in December to report on the , 
election dispute. The mediators 
concluded in their report that 
Milosevic should immediately rec¬ 
ognize the oppositfon wins. 

"The report must be. imple¬ 
mented. whatever legal dilemma 
bowlodoitcouldexist. ,, Rehnsaid. . 
"That is the onfy way out and the 
Legal dilemma can be solved out — 
this is a political deration. “ The 
suppression of the opposition victo¬ 
ries has touched off two months of 
street protests which continued 
Sunday. 

Rehn, who arrived in Belgrade 


on Thursday; met with; Yugoslav 
Foreign Minister Milan Mfiuti- 
novic who made her aware of "the 
legal ditemma" over the crisis after 
die elections aid "made dear that 
this must be solved and system of 
the elections should be renewed," 
she added. 

The UN rights rapporteur in¬ 
sisted that "violence should not 
happen” while the demonstrations 
were going on by "either police or 
the protestors. " Earlier this week 
Rehn visited Macedonia and the 
troubled southern Albanran-msyor- 
ity province of Kosovo, where she 
had met Serbian officials and Al¬ 
banian leaders. 

She said she was ififayor of set¬ 
ting up a human rights office in 
Pristina to monitor developments, 
particularly after the assassination 
in the past 10 days of three Albani¬ 
ans reputedtobe pro-Bejgrade,and 
a carbon* attack which seriously . 
injured a Serb university dean and 
hisdrivei; /_ %; \ > -. 

Rehn also said die was assured 
by Serbian refugee authorities that 
Serb refugees fiom the conflicts in 
Croatia and Bosnia would not be 
thrown out of the country against 
their will. • " ' • WFP) 
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Nematzadeh: Industrial 
Growth Reduces Prices 


_ TEHRAN TIMES 

Goods, Worlh Over 
$2.1m, Exported From 

Bushchr 1 


I IVIES JANUARY 20,1997 

Bright Future for Chabahar Free 
Trade and Industrial Zone 1 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Minister of Indus¬ 
tries, Mohammad Reza Ne¬ 
matzadeh, here Sunday said that 
the recent increase of idustrial 
products has reduced the prices for 
the manufactured goods. 

He said that the surge in manu¬ 
facturing industrial products has 
created an logical balance between 
supply and demand for such prod¬ 
ucts. 

Speaking at the 73th session of 
the Headquaters for Regulating the 
Market, which was presided over 
by President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. Nematzadeh reported the 
current situation regarding the in¬ 
dustrial growth. 

Manufacturing of truck tires has 
increased by 41 percent, automatic 
washing machine SO percent, re¬ 
frigerator and freezer 16 percent, 
and color TV 72 percent over nine 
months ago, he added. 

Nematzadeh underlined that 
such growth is indebted to well- 
formulated programing and assis¬ 
tance of the headquarters. Address- 

Kalimantan to 
Become World’s 
Biggest Paper 
Producer 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - East Kalimantan pre¬ 
pares to become- the world’s biggest 
paper producer folicaving die setting 
up of four pulp and paper factories, 
head of provincial forestry office 
Heru Basulri said in Kalimantan. 

The four factories could produce 
a total of two million tons of paper 
annually, Basulri said last week 
as quoted by an 
IRNA-Antara-OANA dispatch. 

Two of the four companies, 
owned by timber tycoon Bob Hasan, 
are PT Adindo, located in Bulungan 
regency, and PT Kiani Rertas in 
Berau regency. 

The two firms have a total of 
174,820-hectare timber estate area 
to support its paper industry. 

Basuki said the four paper com¬ 
panies, setup at a total cost of RP2.3 
trillion ($959 million), are ex¬ 
pected to start producing in April. 

If die four companies could pro¬ 
duce die expected two million tons 
of paper per year, Indonesia will not 
only become the biggest paper pro¬ 
ducer in foe region but also in foe 
world, be said. 



ing the participants. President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani expressed sat¬ 
isfaction over the increasing 
growth of industrial products and 
said that more hard currency would 
be allocated for providing raw ma¬ 
terials and other necessary items 
for the indusrial sector next year. 


BUSHEHR — Some 378 tons of 
various goods, produced in this 
southern province, were exported 
in the three months of last autumn, 
showing an increase of 550 percent 
over the same period last year, it 
was announced here Sunday. 

Fereydoun Bolghari, director 
general of the provincial Institute 
for Standard and Industrial Re¬ 
search added that some 852 tons of 
goods, worth over $2.16 million, 
were exported from this province 
in foe first nine months of the cur¬ 
rent Iranian year. 

He said that date, canned fish, 
pickles, shrimp, noodles and hygi¬ 
enic products were among major 
items exported to European coun¬ 
tries, Central Asian republics and 
Persian Gulf littoral states. ^ 


By: S.V. AqOi 

CHABAHAR. — Sistan and 
Baiuchestan Province—Production 
of light industrial products and 
electronics will start by 
accomplishment of the 
construction works of the first 
phase of development project on 
230-hectares of land in Chabahar 
Free Trade and Industrial Zone 
(CFTIZ) in the coming two years. 

So far a good number of appli¬ 
cants have purchased foe lands 
form authorities in charge of 


complexes occupy the biggest 
shares of land to be delivered in 
the first phase of the development 
of CFTIZ. 

According to plans 6 large 
commercial and administrative 
complexes, 39 residential and 
commercial complexes, 49 ware¬ 
houses, 101 non-polluting manu¬ 
facturing units as well as 2 hotels 
and 23 villas will be constructed in 
tibe first phase of the development 
plan in CFTIZ. 

Talking to the press here. 
Eskandar Azadikhah Jahromi, 


ment in the zone for setting up 
production units. 

A 63-KV power transformer is > 
now being constructed in foe in- ! 
dust rial area of CFTIZ to meet 
power requirements of the zone. 
The power transformer is to be 
operational next spring. 

Also talking to the press here 
was Mohammad Javad Olfati, 
CFTIZ's Deputy far Commercial 
Affairs, who elaborated cm the ac¬ 
tivities of foe zone. He said that 
Iran’s High Council of Free Trade 
Zones supervises foe inqxxrt of 


Iran, Poland to Upgrade 
Bilateral Ties 




Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN—Iran’s Ambassador to 
Poland, Mohammad Taberi and 
Polish Minister of Agriculture Ro- 
man Jagilinski Saturday in Warsaw 
reviewed promotion of agricultural 
ties between the two countries, 
IRNA reported. 

Presenting Iran’s under study 
projects for bilateral cooperation in 
the areas of agriculture and petro¬ 
chemicals. Taheri called for fur¬ 
ther expansion of Tehran-Warsaw 
ties in all fields. 

Expressing satisfaction over foe 
economic cooperation between the 
two countries, the Polish minister 
mentioned his country's recent po¬ 


litical development as the major 
cause behind the slow promotion of 
bilateral ties. 

He further stressed that both 
countries' strong determination to 
expand bilateral relations and 
urged rise in trade exchanges be¬ 
tween the two states. 

Outlining Poland's progress in 
production of meat as well as agri¬ 
cultural produce and machinery, 
Jagilinski voiced Poland’s readi¬ 
ness to purchase Iran’s products in 
exchange for agricultural exports 
to the Islamic Republic. 

The Polish minister also called 
for inking agreements in the area of 
agriculture and veterinary studies 
with Iran. 
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Business Transactions on 
Internet to Be Launched 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Sumitomo Bade, Su¬ 
mitomo Corp. and NEC Corp. in 
June will -launch Japan’s first ex¬ 
periment on using foe Internet for 
business transactions, a major eco¬ 
nomic daily said Sunday in Tokyo. 

According to foe Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun , some 30 corporations 
will set up a steering committee 
Monday with an eye to putting foe 
Internet transaction system into 
practice in spring 1998. 

Under foe system, companies* 
computer terminals would be 


linked to the Internet and orders or 
payments could be made or re¬ 
ceived via foe worldwide web. 

The companies would be able to 
trace transactions through an infor¬ 
mation control center, which 
would supervise all business deals 
and settlements. 

Sumitomo Bank will provide 
deposit ~ux.unts for the experiment 
and manage electronic data on 
transactions. NEC will take charge 
of developing technology to con¬ 
firm foe reliability of electronic 
data, foe paper said. 


CFTIZ in order to set up manufac¬ 
turing units, producing goods in¬ 
cluding assembly of-home 
appliances, tea packing, glass¬ 
ware, shoes and bag, cosmetics 
and some other light industry 
| items. • 

Other projects to be imple- 
| men ted in the zone include service 
facilities, commercial and busi- 
I ness centers, warehouses, tourist 
'centers, administrative offices, 

! customs department and green 
, spaces. 

Action has already been taken 
j by CFTIZ authorities to encourage 
I setting up of non-polluting tnanu- 
| factoring units in foe region on 
! 85.7-percent out of the total 230 
hectares of land reserved for green 
space and park. 

The commercial and business 
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CFTIZ’s director for investment 
affairs said that investors in the 
free zone can import whatever sort 
of construction materials to the 
zone via CFTIZ administration 
and should pay only a 1 -percent 
tax for import of raw materials to 
set up commercial and business 
complexes. He also said that many 
of foe warehouses and commercial 
complexes can be used for transit 
of goods to other countries. 

Azadikhak Jahromi said that so 
far more than 20 trade attaches of 
foreign embassies have visited 
CFTIZ and reviewed the invest¬ 
ment potentials. 

Az a d i kh a h Jahromi elsewhere 
said that Iranian companies enter¬ 
ing into joint venture investment 
with foreign companies have also 
reviewed the feasibility of invest- 


raw materials into foe free trade [ 31 . 
zones under its laws. I - ,. 

He said that the applicants for . A71 
investment can import necessary L. , 
raw materials by submission of 
their application to CFTIZ, pro- !. p 
vided that the raw material is nn- 1 
ported to the zone only for r *** 
production purposes. ;i ^ 

Olfati elsewhere said that in foe : . 
first 9 months of the Iranian calen- ■_ ,J " ; 
dar year, ending December 20, j 4 y - 
1996, more than $60 milli on worth 
of goods have been imported to foe - 

zone. 1 > 

According to Olfati the ceiling 
of import of goods to CFTIZ by 
foe body itself is $100 milli on an- : v, 

nually as prescribed by Iran’s 
High Council of Free Trade 
Zones. ' 


Iraq Says UN Approves All 26 
Oil Sales Contracts 


Call Made to Set Target for 
Self-Sufficiency in Food 


Toyota Plans for New 
Telecom Business 

Tehran Times Service figure out which will be our best 


BAGHDAD — The United Na¬ 
tions has approved all 26 contracts 
signed by Iraq to export oil to for¬ 
eign customers under the UN oil- 
for-food deal, Iraqi Oil Minister 
Amer Rashid said Sunday. 

"The United Nations has until 
now approved 26 oil sales contracts 
out of a total of 26 contracts signed 
by Iraq with foreign companies," 
General Rashid told foe official AI- 
Jumhuriyah newspaper. 

"These contracts covered foe 
first quarter and a part of foe sec¬ 
ond," foe minister said. 

Under foe deal which took ef¬ 
fect last month, Iraq can export two 
billion dollars of oil over six 
months in order to pay for food and 
medicine as well as defray UN 
costs and contribute to 1991 Per¬ 
sian Gulf war reparations. 

It was the first easing of UN 


sanctions since Aey were imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait in Au¬ 
gust 1990. 

Firms which have signed deals 
with Iraq include Tupras of Tur¬ 
key, Coastal Corporation and 
Bayoil of the United States, ELF 
Aquitaine and Total of France, 
ENI of Italy, Trafiguraof foe Neth¬ 
erlands, Mitsubishi of Japan, 
Zarubezhneft, Lukoil and Nafta 
Moskva of Russia and OMV of 
Austria, the London-based Middle 
East Economic Digest (MEED) 
said. f A cp, 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Local Japanese govern¬ 
ment officials, formers, consumers 
and business people nationwide 
have called on foe government to set 
a target for self-sufficiency in farm 
products, regional beads of foe Min¬ 
istry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries said at a two-day meeting 
which ended last week. 

At a meeting held at foe Japanese 
Farm ministry, directors general of 
foe seven regional agricultural of¬ 
fices introduced the requests made 
at discussions held nationwide, an 
IRNA-Kyodo-OANA dispatch re- 
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ported. 

The most numerous calls were 
for clear targets to be set on Japan’s 
self-sufficiency rate in food as well 
as in the country’s agricultural land 
area. 

The nationwide discussions fol¬ 
lowed a report submitted to foe form 
minister in September last year on a 
new basic agriculture law that is 
expected to be established in fiscal 
1998 which begins in April 1998. 

Many people also called for con¬ 
sumer-oriented policies, such as 
providing cheaper and safer agricul¬ 
tural products. 

Opinions were split, however, on 
the plan for relaxing regulations on 
owning farmland, according to min¬ 
istry officials. 

While business people and some 
fanners supported lifting foe ban on 
foe acquisition of farmland fay com¬ 
panies, others expressed opposi¬ 
tion. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The president of Toyota 
Motor Corp. said Tbesday his com¬ 
pany aims at generating profits in its 
non-automobile businesses, such as 
housing and teteco mmimieg fi rms , 
fay foe turn of the century. 

"They remain small, but we be¬ 
lieve duty could reach 10 percent of 
foe net sales of Ibyota by foe year of 
2000," said Toyota President Hi¬ 
roshi Okuda at a luncheon held at 
foe foreign correspondents’ club of 
Japan, an IRNA-Kyodo-OANA dis¬ 
patch repeated. 

Okuda, 64, said his company 
wants to expand its non-automobile 
businesses because he does not be¬ 
lieve foe automobile business will 
last more than 60 years. 

For the telecom business, Okuda 
said the company will seek the best 
partner worldwide. 

The global telecom industry, lie 
said, “is still in confusion. 

W; are observing carefully who 
will tie up with whom. And we will 


partner:” K ' 3 . 

Ibyota failed to achieve a 40 per- 5 \ 
cent share of foe Japanese market in 
1996, at 39.7 percent, for foe fin* , v 
time in 40 years, but Okuda has ' w 
promised continuing efforts to eft- \ 
pand the share both in Japan and - 
overseas. ? 

At the beginning of tins year, « v 
Toyota said it will aim at record 
global sales of 4.97 mflHnn vehicles 3 , 
in 1997, up 220,000 from foe pm- V, r 
vious fear It will also introduce 10 ^ 

new models Worldwide. ’O 

Okuda expressed strong discos' •sj. 

tent at the Janancse mMsnUDestfs 4 . ’ 'j* 


tent at the Japanese govemmerfs ^ ^ 
sloth in carrying out deregulation 
and fiscal r e fo r ms . d ^ 

Speaking to foe foreign media *s 
well as Japanese' business officials. 
he tuged foe government to show » V 
firm direction. . v 

“Vfe want to see the government , ■, 
shew the public its scenario ford* 6 '* . 

imple mentation , ” he said. *= v 
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FOOTBALL 

/> Tissier Strike Spoils Dalglish's Day 

LONDON: A stunning last-minute strike from Matthew (e Us¬ 
sier ruined Kenny DaJgfefc's managerial dehut as he watched 
Newcastle sorrender a two-goal lead in a 2-2 draw at struggling 
Southampton. 

Newcastle were two goals up with just two minutes to go when 

Neil Madcfcon grabbed what seemed like a consolation goal for 
Southampton. 

But with the rderee on the point of blowing for time, England 
striker Le Tissier struck an unstoppable equalizer. 

Liverpool meanwhile preserved their two point lead at the fop of 
the premiership with a 3-0 thrashing of Aston Villa. 

Second-half goals bora debutant jimie Canragfier, Stan CoRymore 
and Robbie Fowler prevented their bitter rivals Manchester United 
from taking over at the top for the first time this season. 

United completed their filth win in six with a 2-0 win at Coventry. 

Rangers Sink ‘Juvenile 9 Motherwell 

i 

GLASGOW: Rangers continued their march towards a record- 
equating ninth successive title with a 3-1 demolition of Mother- 
well — but only aftef-a dramatic 15 seconds turned the course 
of the match. 

Motherwell's Shaun McSkimming had a goal disallowed and while 
his teammates argued with the linesman. Rangers broke upheld to 
score through Brian Laudrap. 

That doubled a lead provided by Joig Alberto's first-half strike, but 
MctherweH reduced the deficit through an Owen Coyle penalty. 
Two minutes from fime, Chilean striker Sebastian Rozentai, 
Laudrup and Albertz combined to send in Paul Gascoigne for 
his 17tb goal of the season. 

Motherwell manager Alex McLeish criticized his players for "ju¬ 
venile' bulks after the McSkimming 'goaK was disallowed. 

"It really was juvenile to go chasing a linesman who isn't going 
to diange his decision as Rangers are racing up the park, "said 
McLeish. 

Aussies Give Venables a Winning Start 

MELBOURNE: Australia beat New Zealand 1-0 to give new 
coach Terry Venables the win be wanted here but it was an un¬ 
inspiring performance by the home team. 

The socoexoos took control from the fhst whistle but they were 
let down by some sloppy lapses. 

Australian midfielder Matthew Bingfey gave the home side the 
cushion ft needed on 24 minutes when he raced into the New 
Zealand goal mouth after Kris Trajanovsld split the defense with 
a superb through baS to fire past goalkeeper Jason Batty. 
MADRID: Red Madrid increased their lead at the top of the 
Spanish fast division to six points, coming from behind to crush 
city rivals Atietko 4-1 m a typically emotional Madrid Derby. 
JGfco had given AUetfoo a 32nd-minute lead but Real roared 
bade with goals from Raul Right after the restart. 

In m bended fast eight minutes, Raul added a second before 
Oarenoe Seedorf and Victor put the icmg on the cake with fur¬ 
ther strikes right at the death. 

RUGBY 

Wales Thrash Scotland 

EDSNBURQ&: Wafas got their five nations campaign off to a flying 
start wfth a stimrung 34-19 victory over Scotland at Mturayfield. 

The Welsh secured their first win in the Scottish capital for 12 
| years after an amazing bfitz of three tries in five minutes shortly 
after the interval from futi-back Neil Jenkins, Arwel Thomas and 
tuan Evans. 

French Overpower Irish 

DUBUN: Three tries from David VendHti led France to a solid 
32-15 win over Ireland in their opening five nations match here. 
The Irish, looking for theft first win over France since 1983, 
gave the French -a scare when the lethal boot of Eric Swood 
gave them a 15-12 lead 10 minutes into the second haft. 

But Irish cheers were shortlived when the french, looking any¬ 
thing but impressive, finally overpowered a tiring home team. 
French scrum-haft fabien Cafthie got France's other try. 

TENNIS 

Sanchez Vicario Out but Sampras Races On 

MELBOURNE: Second seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicario was sent 
packing from the Australian Open after squandering an early 
lead and losing «three sets to Belgian Dominique van Roost. 

The fourth round defeat was her earliest exit from seven Austra¬ 
lian Opens, bat the Spaniard made no excuses as she walked 
from the court after losing 1-6,6-4,8-6. 

1 let go of the match," Sanchez Vicario said, ruing her failure to 
wrap op the second set She also wasted a 5-2 advantage in die 
final set 

On the men’s side, a grim Pete Sampras was jeered by the paro¬ 
chial crowd as he bbsted Australian Mark Woodforde out of the 
(hind round £-0, &-?« 

Sampras said 'everything just clicked," for him as be dismissed 
focal favorite Woodforde. — 
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MELBOURNE, Australia Qan. 19): Carlos Moya of Spain jubilates 
after defeating Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden in the round of 16 at 
the Australian Open Tennis Tournament in Melbourne. Moya, 
Spain's rising star, won 6-3, 1-6, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 and advances to 
the quarterfinals. 

___ _ _ (AFP PHOTO) 


Olympic Gold Hangs Heavy on 
Tennis Winners 


MELBOURNE, Australia — It’s 
easy to count the Olympic tennis 
gold medalists who have reached 
the quarterfinals of the Australian 
Open: Zero. 

Two of the games' women 
champions crashed out Sunday in 
the round of 16: 1988 winner 
Steffi Graf and 19% champion 
Lindsay Davenport. 

Both were hobbled by infected 
toes. Both had to play marathon 
games in the 100-dcgrcc Fahren¬ 
heit heat 

Davenport’s came in the first- 
set tic break - a 15-13 loss en 
route to a 7-6. 6-4 defeat to Kim¬ 
berly Po. 

Graf's came in the second set’s 
seventh game. She won it after 17 
minutes. 10 deuces and 4 break 
points saved. But she still lost 6-2. 
7-5 to No. 12 seed Amanda 
Cocizcr of South Africa. 

The 1996 men's gold mcdalisL 
Andrc Agassi, didn’t even enter 
here, pleading fatigue. Women's 
1992 champion Jennifer Capriati 
went out in the first round and 
1992 men's w inner Marc Rossct 
went out in the second. The 1988 
men's winner. Miloslav Mccir, 
has retired. 

The 1996 silver medalists also 
arc gone — Spaniards Scrgi 
Brugucra and Aranxta Sanchez 
Vicario. the No. 2 seed here, both 


Top Russian Officials Lobby IOC 


went out in (he third round. 

For Davenport, Capriati and 
Rossct, the Olympic golds still 
stand alone. None of the three has 
won a Grand Slam Tournament 

Davenport has yet to go be¬ 
yond the quanerfmals in 18 
Slams. Capriati has been a semifi¬ 
nal is l three times and Rosset once. 
But Davenport has criticized some 
of the top men players for skip¬ 
ping the Olympics last year so as 
not to disrupt (heir preparations 
for the U.S. Open. 

“Not everything to do with ten¬ 
nis revolves around making 
money. 

Some of it is just representing 
your country and being with some 
of the greatest athletes in the 
world," she said just after arriving 
in Australia to warm up for the 
Open. 

After losing Sunday, the No. 7 
seed said, “I'm definitely not the 
same player right now as I was 
last summer. It goes in cycles for 
ite players who aren't as consis¬ 
tent as Steffi or Monica (Seles)." 

Another problem Sunday was 
not the heat but an infected left 
toe, said Davenport, who won her 
gold by upsetting Sanchez Vicario 
in the Olympic final in the heat of 
last August in Atlanta. 

“It was the toe that made it dif¬ 
ficult for me to run, and the fact 
that she played really well." she 
added. 


President on St. Petersburg's Olympic Bid 


MOSCOW — Top Russian offi¬ 
cials lobbied the president of the 
International Olympic Committee 
Saturday on behalf of Si,- Peters¬ 
burg’s bid to host the 2004 Olym¬ 
pics. 

IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch spent more than a hour 
in talks with Prime Minister Vik¬ 
tor Chernomyrdin and other top 
officials Saturday, the Interfax 
news agency said. 

Among other things, they gave 
him assurances on security, 
widely perceived as a major prob¬ 
lem in crimc-plagucd Russia. 

St. Petersburg Mayor Vladimir 
Yakovlev said Chernomyrdin or¬ 
dered law enforcement officials to 

Wachlcr Leads After 


begin creating special units to 
handle Olympic security. 

Although Russia's second-larg¬ 
est city is considered a longshot 
for the 2004 Games. Yakovlev 
told reporters after the meeting 
that he thouglu his city had a 
“great” chance. 

“Wc feel it in the IOC presi¬ 
dent's mood and in lire interest he 
shows in Russia." Yakovlev said. 

Russia’s continuing economic 
struggles and organizational prob¬ 
lems in the 1994 goodwill games 
in St. Petersburg arc expected to 
count heavily against it. 

Rome and Stockholm arc con¬ 
sidered among the front-runners. 

Others bidders are arc Athens. 
Buenos Aires; Cape Tow. S 3 nh 
Africa: Istanbul; Lille, France; Rio 


dc Janeiro; San Juan, Puerto Rico; 
and Seville. Spain. 

Samaranch was also scheduled 
to meet with Moscow Mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov and deputy Security 
Council chief Boris Berezovsky, 
one of Russia’s wealthiest entre¬ 
preneurs. 

Chernomyrdin has said St. Pe¬ 
tersburg's bid to host the 2004 
Olympics is “a matter of honor" 
for Russia, ev en if it fails. 

“Wc descendants of Peter the 
Great should do the best for Sl 
P etersburg to be properly repre¬ 
sented in the contest of cities, 
even if the outcome is unfavor¬ 
able." he said recently. 

The IOC will announce its final 
selection in September. 

CAP! 


ready to play and win. Mentally. I 
wasn’t that confident, although I 
fell in great shape." 

Po evened her record against 
Davenport at 2-2. but the previous 
victory had come six years ago, 
when Davenport was 16. 

“I knew she was tired, so I was 
just Irv ing — even if it was just 
barely going over the net — I just 
wanted to make her hit one more 
ball, and a lot of limes I won the 
point that way, on just sillers for 
her." said the 25-year-old Po. 

Graf also was suffering from 
an infected toe, for which she 
started receiving treatment Satur¬ 
day. But she still felt unwell be¬ 
fore Sunday’s match. 

The day's heat aggravated her 
illness, said a statement from the 
Women’s Tennis Association. 

IAP) 


First Run 

ZWIESEL, Germany — Austrian 
veteran Anita Wachlcr held a slim 
lead afer the first run of a World 
Cup Giant Slalom Saturday. 

Wachlcr, who was second in 
Friday's Giant Slalom, led Fri¬ 
day's winner Deborah Compag- 
noni of Italy by four hundredths of 
a second. 

Wachlcr clocked one minute, 
4J5 seconds down the icy 45-gatc 
Nordhang course. Compagnoni, 
the Olympic and world champion 
who beat Wachlcr by 1.16 sec¬ 
onds Friday, came in second with 
a lime of 1:04.39. 

German star Katja Scizingcr 
was close behind in third with a 
time of 1:04.42. 

Scizinger, the defending over¬ 
all World Cup champion, is trying 
lo cut Pcmilla Wibcrg’s lead in 
the standings. The Swede was 
sixth after the first run. 

(AP) 
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MADRID, Spain (Jan. .18); Real Madrid's player Raul (R) and Atletico de Madrid's Raunovic (L) tackle for 
the bail during their Spanish first league dash here. Real Madrid won the local derby 4-1. 

_ _ (AFP PHOTO) 
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HAVANA, Cuba (January 18): Cuban Foreign Minister Roberto Robaina speaks at the inauguration 
of the “Cubans Against Helms-Burton" seminar at the Conventions Palace in Havana. Hundreds of 
Cubans residing in different countries are attending the seminar to study the Implications the 
Helms-Burton law has on the soveriegnty of Cuba and other countries. 

_ (AFP PHOTO) 


. Anti-Taleban Coalition Still 
in Control of Valley Stronghold 


JABUL SARAJ. Afghanistan — 
The anti-Taleban coalition was 
Sunday still in control of strategic 
positions south of the Hindu Kush 
mountains after the Talcban mili¬ 
tia made major gains north of 
Kabul. 

There was no significant mili¬ 
tary activity in Jabul Saraj, the last 
readily defensible position before 
the Salang TunncL a vital roadlink 
which cuts through the otherwise 
virtually impenetrable mountain 
range. 

According to an AFP corre¬ 
spondent in the area. Jabul Saraj is 
still in the complete control of 
northern Uzbek warlord, Abdul 
Rashid Do slam, guarded by ar¬ 
mored vehicles, heavy artillery, 
and anti-aircraft batteries. 

Russia, Egypt 
Concerned About 
Peace Process 
Prospects 

CAIRO — Russia shares Egyptian 
concern over the future of the 
troubled Middle East peace proc¬ 
ess, a special envoy of Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin said here 
on Sunday 

Boris Kousyk, speaking alter a 
meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, said Russia “en¬ 
tirely supports all of the efforts 
and positions taken by Egypt in 
relation to the peace process and 
shares its concerns about this 
process.'' 

The Russian envoy said he had 
delivered a message to Mubarak 
from Yeltsin concerning “several 
questions of regional and interna¬ 
tional mutual interest ” 

Kousyk said that besides the 
peace process, he and lire Egyp¬ 
tian leader dismissed “programs 
and policies aimed at increasing 
bilateral cooperation between the. 
two countries. ” 

“We hope that steps will be 
taken very soon in this area in¬ 
volving the participation of Russia 
in several projects in Egypt,” said 
the Russian envoy, who arrived 
here on Friday and mm Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa on Saturday. 

(AFP) 


The town of Gulbahar, the 
gateway to the Panjshir Valley, is 
also held by the coalition forces of 
ex-Defense Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood. who fled when the Talc- 
ban took the capital Kabul last 
September. 

The radical Islamic militia, 
which controls two thirds of the 
country, launched a lightning at¬ 
tack Thursday against anti-Tale- 
ban forces on the front north of 
the capital. 

They captured the key Bagrara 
Airbase. SO kilometers (30 miles) 
from Kabul and nearby Charikar. 
capital of Parwan Province. They 
also took most of (he neighboring 
Province of Kapisa. 

But Dosiam still controls the 
Salang Tunnel 120 kilometers 
north of Kabul which may soon 
become a Talcban target. 

The Soviet-built tunnel, more 
than two kilometers (i. 5 miles) 
long, runs under the Hindu Kush 
and is the only route to northern 
Afghanistan, which remains under 
opposition control. 

Analysts have said the capture 
of Gulbahar. 80 kilometers north 
of Kabul, could mean the coalition 
troops would have to retreat from 
Jabul Saraj or run the risk of being 
attacked from behind 

On Saturday, the head of the 
UN Special Peace Mission to Af¬ 
ghanistan, Norbed. Holl, appealed 
for an immediate cease-fire in the 
area. 

The fighting was all the more 
“disturbing” as it started soon af¬ 
ter a working group meeting in Is¬ 
lamabad attended by 
representatives of the Talcban mi¬ 
litia and its opponents. UN 
sources quoted hoil as saying. 

Holl emphasized that a cessa¬ 
tion of hostilities would help the 

process of dialogue that was “so 
well” begun in Islamabad and 
save it from being put in jeopardy. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

ARSON... 

bomb blast, those agents aimed to 
incite a group of Pakistani people 
against an Iranaian cultural center,” 
he remarked. 


Stressing dial these criminal acts 
have been masterminded very care¬ 
fully. Zuelm added, "The planning 
and timing of these two crimes and 
efTorts to show a connection be¬ 
tween them by the American circles 
leave no doubt that the crimes have 
not been engineered by a Pakistani 
element. In other words, the hired 
agents of the United States have 
been behind these incidents” 

The Iranian counsellor further 
said that by hatching such evil 
plots, the U.S. is seeking to achieve 
its regional objectives and sabotage 
the friendly relations between the 
two countries. He reiterated that 
Iran has never interfered in Paki¬ 
stan’s internal affairs. 

In conclusion, Zuelm said, "We 
expect the Pakistani government 
and legal authorities to investigate 
the arson and identity and unmade 
the culprits." Underlining that such 
incidents will not mar Die bilateral 
tics between Iran and Pakistan, the 
Iranian cultural counsellor hoped 
that the Allamah Iqbal Lahori Cul¬ 
tural Center will soon be repaired 
and resume its services to the cul¬ 
tural circles. 

(Contd from Pg. I) 

SYRIA.... 

It said the incident would make 
“the Arabs of Hebron (Al-Khalil) 
question the future, for as long as 
these sc life men Is are maintained 
they will remain time-bombs that 
can explode at any minulc,” said 
the paper. 

Under the terms of the Al- 
Khalil deal, 20 percent of the city. 

containing 400 militant Jewish 
settlers and 15,000 Arabs, remains 
in the hands of the Israeli Amy. 
separated from Palestinian-con¬ 
trolled Al-Khalil by a buffer zone. 

The Alh Thawra daily, quoting 
political sources, said the Al- 
Khalil deal was “impractical and 
carried real dangers which 
threaten the entire Middle East 
peace process. ” 

Al-Baath, the paper of the rul¬ 
ing party, called for “rapid Arab 
action to face up to Netanyahu,” 
who (he paper said was planning 
to exploit the Al-Khalil deal to im¬ 
prove his tarnished international 
image. 

The paper also accused Netan¬ 
yahu or taking deliberately “in¬ 


transigent" stances in a bid to sink 
peace efTorts across the region. 

“By insisting on the continu¬ 
ation of the occupation of Jerusa¬ 
lem (Bait-ul-Moqaddas) and of 
the Golan while the ink on the He¬ 
bron (Al-Khalil) accord is not yet 
dry, Netanyahu is showing that his 
government has given its maxi¬ 
mum to the peace process,” said 
the paper. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

IRAN REFUTES— 

Egypt have always advocated Is¬ 
lam and have been in the front line 
of resistance against Israel. He un¬ 
derlined that the Egyptian people 
tune never accepted a compro¬ 
mise with the Zionists and that 
such divisive words were intended 
to cover up the impasse in the 
fruitless Midcast peace process. 

In a separate statement, Mo- 
hammadi stressed that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran condemns for¬ 
eign aggression against Sudan and 
calls for restoration of peace in 
that African country. 

“Iran strongly disapproves of 
any aggression against Sudan and 
wants to see that country’s territo¬ 
rial integrity preserved,” he said, 
adding that “We call for respect¬ 
ing the intcniationaUy-recogntzcd 
borders and would like to see calm 
and stability restored in the Afri¬ 
can region” 

The spokesman further said 
that the United States is stirring up * 
tension in Sudan in a bid to ex¬ 
pand its influence in the region. 
’There is a need for awareness of 
the American plots aimed at the 
regional countries.” he warned. 

Mohammadi expressed hope 
that the Organization of the Is¬ 
lamic Conference (OIQ and the 
Arab League would uy their ut¬ 
most to bring bade peace to that 
Islamic country. 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

150... 

The ambush occurred north of 
El Keili, about 80 kilometers (50 
miles) south of Damazin, site of a 
major hydro-electric plant supply¬ 
ing Khartoum. 

A two-hour battle ensued, Yas- 
sir said, adding that opposition 
forces killed more than 150 sol¬ 
diers, seized nine trucks “in good 
condition” and several weapons. 

Yassir added that SPLA leader 
John Garang, the NDA military 
commander, had called on govern¬ 
ment troops and “popular defense 
forces” —or militias —to join die 
ranks of the NDA to “preserve 
unity, peace and democracy’* in 
Sudan. 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 

TEHREEK-WAFARIA.. 

curity has been tightened in all re¬ 
ligious places and huge 
contingents of police have been 
deputed on all these places. 

Meanwhile, caretaker Prime 
Minister Mcraj Khalid while con¬ 
demning the incident of bomb 
blast said the terrorists would not 
be allowed to create panic in the 
..^country. 

He directed the provincial gov¬ 
ernment to apprehend the culprits 
of the said incident without any 
delay. 

The Punjab governor and care¬ 
taker chief minister condemning 
the dastardly ad directed the ad¬ 
ministration to look into the 
causes of explosion. 

The former prime minister and 
a main political leader of Pakistan 


Muhammad Nawaz Sharif in a 
statement expressed deep concern 
over the explosion and called 
upon the government to crush the 
terrorists with an iron hand. 

(Contd from Pg. I) 

KOLJEVIC... 

Koljcvic, erstwhile top aide to 
one-time Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic, shot himself in the head 
on Thursday evening in his office 
in the Bosnian Seib stronghold 
Pale, near Sarajevo. 

Aides said he was depressed by 
his fall from power in the Bosnian 
Serb leadership. 

He was transferred to Belgrade 
but doctors on Saturday were re¬ 
served about his chances of rccov- 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 

ARAFAT.,. 

Palestinians, Israeli troops with¬ 
drew on Friday from some 80 per¬ 
cent of the city except the 
enclaves where the Jewish settlers 
live surrounded by 120,000 Pales¬ 
tinians. 

T tell you we will abide by our 
commitments in the agreement,” 
Arafat shouted, shaking his fist 
“We will abide tty what is upon us 
and they most abide by what is 
upon them.” 

Arafat said that with the long- 
awaited accord sealed with 
right-wing Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu, Palestinians had 
now achieved understandings 
with both left- and right-wing Is¬ 
raelis. 

_Thc 120-scat Israeli Parliament 
approved the agreement with 87 
votes and “this is something new 
in the Middle East region,” the 
president of the Palestinian 
Authority said. 

The swaying crowd let out a 
roar when Ara&t said Palestinians 
in Israeli jails, especially the spiri¬ 
tual leader of (he Islamic Resis¬ 
tance Movement Hamas, would 
soon be released. 

“Our brothers in the prisons 
and at the head of them. Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, will soon be re¬ 
leased,” Arafat said joyfully to the 
crowd in the city known for its 
support of Hamas. 

“To our martyre, we say a vow 
is a vow' and a- destiny is a 
destiny and we will go on until we 
find the independent Palestinian 
state,” Arafat added, referring to 
those Palestinians killed in 
conflicts with Israel. 

(AFP) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) - 

YELTSIN... 

that the illness was “fairly seri¬ 
ous” and complications were pos¬ 
sible. 

Yeltsin had only recently re¬ 
turned to work after recovering 
from quintuple heart bypass sur¬ 
gery performed on November 5. 

The slate of Yel tan’s health 
has sparked frantic speculation 
about the possibility of early 
presidential elections and has put 
the spotlight on popular formes’ 
General Alexander Lebed. 

Lebed, who came .third in the 
first round of presidential dec- 
lions last June, has said Yeltsin 
win not be able to sesve out his 
full term, which ends in 2000, and 
has made no secret of bis desire to 
succeed the ailing leader. 

Yeltsin himself has been out of 
the public eye for much of the past 
18 months with heart problems, 
giving the appearance of danger¬ 
ous power vacuum in the Kremlin, 


Yeltsin worked on documents 
for three hours on Friday and was 
visited by his family who cele¬ 
brated the birthday’ of his daugh¬ 
ter, Tatyana Dyachenko, 
Yaslrzhcmbskv said. 

Doctors have so far given Yelt¬ 
sin permission to move around, 
but not to leav e the inside of the 
hospital 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

IRAN TO AWARD— 

Union, because of its punitive and 
extra-territorial nature. 

Analysts estimate that contracts 
to develop Soroush and Balal 
could total some 250 million and 
that foreign firms could only es¬ 
cape Washington’s sanctions bill 
by restricting themselves to work 
contracts below the 40 million 
limit 

Foreign companies would get a 
return on their investment under 
NIOC's so-called buy-back for¬ 
mula which gives payment in the 
form of o3 and gas produced at 
the field. 

Soroush, which was heavily 
damaged In the 1980-1988 Iraqi 
imposed war, and the untapped 
Balal field are set to produce some 
130,000 barrels a day of o0 at the 
end of the decade. 

Neither field is currently in 
production. 

Oflsbore field development is 
seen by analysts as vital if Iran is 
to maintain its position as the 
world’s third largest oil exporter 
and to guarantee the 18 billion- 
plus in annual petroleum earnings. 


(Reuter) 


(Contd from Pg. 12) 


SUNDANCE „„„. 

sell their films for 10 million dol¬ 
lars or less. 

That’s the goal. But if a quality 
product looks enticing, a bidding 
war would be expected, involving 
not only Hollywood but also Euro¬ 
pean and Australian studios. 

“There will be an unprece¬ 
dented number of acquisitions 
(and) people with money to bum, 
and they aren't going to leave 
empty-handed,” Sony Pictures 
Classics co-president Tom Ber¬ 
nard told variety. 

Some major studios have cre¬ 
ated new lines with something akin 
to independent filmmakers. They 
are sending their film entries — 
distribution already in place — to 
Park City to create a media buzz. 

Grammercy, for example, is 
weighing in with gri(flock’d fea¬ 
turing the late rapper Tupac 
Shakur. Disney has “Pngffw- 
taine r \ a story of the celebrated 
distance runner directed by Steve 
James, who made his reputation at 
Sundance with ,r Hoop Dreams" 

Even the us government now 
has a hand in independent film¬ 
making. 

Six out of 16 documentary cate¬ 
gory entrants are being funded, in 
part or completely, by the Inde¬ 
pendent Television Service, cre¬ 
ated by the government in 1991 to 
reach “underserved audiences. " 
The subject matters of this year’s 
entries differ from last year’s re¬ 
curring themes of Angst-ridden 
rural America and criminal ex¬ 
tremes. This year, sexual politics 
and gender b ending will dominate 
the festival 

One of die festival’s most in-* 
triguing events could turn out to be 
a-January 23 panel discussion on 
politics. No panelist have yet been 

named. 
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HAVANA — Cuban Foreign Min¬ 
ister Roberto Robaina on Saturday 
blasted U.S. legislation tightening 
the ongstanding economic embargo 
on Cuba. 

He called thelQ-month-oId leg¬ 
islation a collection of stupidities 
and said it was part of a veritable 
crusade (by Washington) against 
the Cuban nation and people. 

Robaina was speaking at die 
opening of a meeting in Havana of 
Cuban authorities and members of 
the Cuban Exile Community 
against the United States' Helms- 
Burton Law. 

Robaina said Helms-Burton 
aimed to place Cuban sovereignly 
under the jurisdiction of the Con¬ 
gress and President of another 
country. 

The two-day conference, which 
officials said was attended fay about 
ISO exiles, reflected efforts by 
communist-ruled Cuba to drum up 
support against Helms-Burton and 
lo draw closer to moderate sectors 
among the cute million or so Cu¬ 
bans who live abroad, most of (hem 
m the United States. 


Helms-Burton, approved by 
President Bill Clinton last March, 
was meant to increase pressure on 
President Fidel Castro by discour¬ 
aging foreign investment in cuba. 
It included provisions to punish 
foreign companies-deemed to be 
benefitring from properties nation- • 
alised after Cuba's 1959 revolu¬ 
tion. 

It has been strongly criticised 
not just by Cuba but by U.S. Allies 
such as Canada and the European 
Union. 

Robaina urged mode rate Cu¬ 
ban-Americans, whom be called 
the silent majority, to make their 
voices heard and destroy the myth 
that foe policy of Washington to¬ 
wards Cuba is supported by all die 
Cuban community who live in the 
United States. 

Cuba views Washington's pol¬ 
icy toward it as being a product of 
links between right-wing sectors of 
U.S. Congress and hardline oppo¬ 
nents of Castro in Miami. 

In addition to sections on for¬ 
eign investment, Cuba also objects 
strongly to other aspects of Helms- 
Burton that demand a radical re¬ 


form of Cuba’s one-party system as 
a condition for improved U.S.- 
Cuba relations. Ties between 
Washington and Havana have been 
hostile since Castro came to power. 

Robaina said while it was clear 
Cuba bad to prepare for further 
interference from Washington 
rather than an easing of tensions, 
Havana was still prepared to hold 
a dialog with the United States. But 
this had to be on the one condi tion 
that it is a dialog without condi¬ 
tions, on a basis of equality and 
mutual respect, he said. 

Cuba has held two conferences 
with the exile community since 
1994 on the wider theme of draw¬ 
ing closer to them. 

Authorities have invited exiles 
to such meetings only on condition 
they held a respectful view of the 
island. 

Previous conferences have been 
criticised by hardline exile oppo¬ 
nents as gatherings of Cuban 
authorities and their friends 
abroad. Authorities have denied 
that, noting some participants at 
past conferences have been critical 
of Cuba's communist system. 

(Reuler) 
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Turkey Discontent With Europe 


LIMA, PERU (January 18): Two Japanese hostages fix a banner blown by the wind on the roof of the 
residence of the Japanese ambassador in lima. The Tupac Amaru rebels announced 18 January that 
they refuse to talk to the Peruvian government if it does not consider their demand to free jailed 
comrades. 

_ (AFP PHOTO) 

Tempered by Office, Clinton More 
Pragmatic, Centrist, Guarded 


f’T'yime Minister Necmettin 
iErbakan did not fly to Dub- 
Im to dine with European leaders 
on 14 December. He was invited 
but declined, offended that Tur¬ 
key. under attack from the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament for huma n rights 
violations, was still kept on foe 
door step of foe Europe an Union 
when countries of Eastern Europe, 
earmarked for future membership, 
had already been allowed into the 
waiting zoom. be sent his 

deputy, Tansu Ciller, to face the 
music. 

The Islamist leader, who was an 
outspoken opponent of European 
integration when he was in opposi¬ 
tion. is perhaps not the best gauge 
of Turkish feelings towards Brus¬ 
sels. But his rejection of foe mvica- 

iton was supported by an mcreasing 

number of Turks, including some 
from foe secular, educa ted dieses 
who had earlier encouraged a rap¬ 
prochement with Europe, who 
think that enough is enough. 

This growing resentment is foe 
product of bitter disappo intm e n t 
foe customs union font came into 
force in January 1996 was to have 
been a new beginning for Turirish- 
Europc*n rd* ions, perhaps with 
EU meftiherahip as a distent goal. 
The agreement had been oversold 
to foe Turkish public by polftksana 
— Cillct in particular, was respon¬ 
sible ft* in all-out battle last year 
to get foe customs onion appro v ed 
in Strasbourg — who pr on t wed 
rapid results such as price cuts on 
imported products sod a massive 
increase in foreign a w e staen ts. 

If nooe of ttus has happened, 
Turkey mat largely blame itself. 
For foe best part of foe year k did 
not even have a proper govern-- 
meat. The coalition that was finally 
sworn in July was an unknown 
quantity and did little to remedy.foe 
serious economic problems. As a 
result. Western corr**nies have 
been wary of jumping in nod for¬ 
eign investments have dropped by 
nesudy a third. 

The initial years of foe customs 
uaka were always going to be dif¬ 
ficult. Not*' font its tax barriers 
have been lifted. Today h» been 
flooded with imported European 
goods. Turkish officials b**c been 


reluctant to publish figures that 
would show a sharp increase in 
imports while exports to EU mem¬ 
ber states have not risen as much as 
expected. To help Turkey over¬ 
come these temporary difficulties, 
foe agreement signed with foe EU 
had foreseen financial help. The 
sum of £250m was to be given over 
a period of five years as part of 
“special action" to help Turkish 
companies adapt to foe more com¬ 
petitive environment, and Euro¬ 
pean banks were to offer loans for 
a similar amount. 

From foe start, Greece vetoed 
foe release of foe funds. The Euro¬ 
pean Parliament added insult to in¬ 
jury in October when it vowed to 
block financial assistance because 
of continuing human rights viola¬ 
tions. The resolution that backed 
foe decision was a long indictment 
of Ankara that not only targeted its 
human rights record but also in¬ 
cluded other issues, such as Cy¬ 
prus. Even Western diplomats in 
Ankara, who do not shy away from 
condemning Ankara over torture 
and human rights violations, were 
shocked by foel harshness of foe 
resolution. 

Many Turks also fed their rela¬ 
tions with Europe will forever be 
hostage to foe Greeks. The tension 
between Turkey and Greece over 
foe Karibk-Imta islet earlier this 
year, followed by bloody incidents 
in Cyprus, has indeed prevented a 
meeting this year of the Associa¬ 
tion Council, tbet one institution 
where Turkish and European min¬ 
isters can meet and try to work out 
their differences. 

European diplomats stress that 
these disputes detract from the 
overall success of the customs un¬ 
ion. Trade has in creas ed dramati¬ 
cally, although mainly in Europe’s 
favour. Turks now take these eco¬ 
nomic lies for granted; after aQ foe 
Europeans have a strong interest in 
tapping this huge market of 65 mil¬ 
lion people. But with the Islamist 
prime "Htwiw insisting on devel¬ 
oping ties wifo countries to foe east 
and concrete steps taken in that 
direction — closer ties to Iran, a 
possible first meeting in January 
1997 of the “D-8” otganifflrion 

(Malaysia, Indo n e s ia, B an gla desh , 


Iran, Pakistan, Egypt, Nigeria, 
Turkey) that Erbakan is trying to 
set up, as well as the official re¬ 
opening of foe Iraqi oil pipeline on 
16 December — die no longer 
want to beg for crumbs from 
Europe’s table. Tansu Ciller sig¬ 
nalled (his new defiant mood in 
Brussels when she hinted that Tur¬ 
key might veto NATO’s enlarge¬ 
ment if the European attitude did 
not change. 

East or West, or a bit of both? 
While politicians endlessly debate 
this question. It will take a while, 
to decide though. 

In the meantime, lack of toler¬ 
ance and understanding on bofo 
sides will continue to make the 
relationship tense, even it Turkey 
and Europe, beyond the bitter re¬ 
criminations, are well aware that 
they need each other. 


WASHINGTON — Just days after 
he took office in 1993, President 
Clinton was urged by a supporter 
to have his official portrait painted 
immediately - before the job began 
to take its toll. 

Four years later, tempered by 
one of the most daunting jobs on 
earth, Clinton is indeed a changed 
man - inside and out. The differ¬ 
ences, though, are more subtle than 
dramatic. 

At 50. his face has a few more 
wrinkles, his hair a little more 
gray. 

His politics are more centrist, 
his expectations more modest. 

His demeanor is more presiden¬ 
tial, his comments more guarded. 

He’s learned how far he can 
push - and when to pull back, both 
at home and abroad. 

“It’s been a maturing experi¬ 
ence,” says Clinton's longtime Ar¬ 
kansas friend Diane Blair. “You 
can see it in the wrinkles around his 
eyes. '* The portrait remains tin- 


Burma Government Does 
Not Allow Activists to Meet 


RANGOON — Burma’s Military 
Government Said it had prevented 
a top opposition politician from 
meeting supporters at the Shweda- 
gon Pagoda, long a gathering point 
for democracy sympathisers. 

The State Law and Order Res¬ 
toration Council (SLORC) said in 
a statement received on Sunday that 
Tin Oo, deputy chairman of the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) Party, was prevented from 
meeting supporters at the Buddhist 
shrine on Saturday afternoon. 

The shrine was the site of key 
pro-democracy speeches given by 
NLD Leader Aung San Sun Kyi in 
1988, the same year the military 
suppressed the democracy move¬ 
ment, killing and jailing thousands. 

Nearly 100 police were de¬ 
ployed at foe shrine, they said. 

When Tin Oo arrived authori¬ 
ties refused his request to pay hom¬ 
age at the shrine, and forced him to 
leave without seeing the support¬ 
ers, the statement said. 

For the past four months, de¬ 
mocracy supporters have gathered 
at street junctions near Suu Kyi’s 
house on Saturdays and Sundays 


with the hope of hearing the Nobel 
Peace laureate speak. 

The weekend speeches began in 
July 1995 after Suu Kyi was re¬ 
leased from six years of house ar¬ 
rest. They grew in popularity, 
attracting up to about 10,000 peo¬ 
ple who came to hear Suu Kyi 
speak of democracy and efforts to 
achieve it in Burma. 

Suu Kyi has been under virtual 
house arrest since December, when 
thousands of students took to the 
streets to demonstrate against the 
military government. 

The government has accused 
Suu Kyi and the NLD of politicis¬ 
ing the demonstrations for their 
own benefit. She has denied the 
accusations but said she supported 
the students’demand for justice. 

Since foe restrictions on her 
movements, Suu Kyi's has sent Tin 
Oo or other top NLD politicians to 
speak briefly to democracy sup¬ 
porters on the weekends. 

Suu Kyi, placed under house 
arrest in 1989, led her NLD to 
victory in 1990 elections in a result 
never recognised by the military 
government. ftulcr 


painted. 

In matters small and large, do¬ 
mestic and international, Clinton 
has learned from his mistakes. 

Where once he confidently 
promised to devise an overhaul of 
the nation's health-care system 
within 100 days of taking office, 
now he seeks to tinker piece by 
piece with the medical colossus. 

Even in his mannerisms and 
bearing, Clinton tries to be more 
sober. While he is still a politician 
who loves to hug, the President is 
less prone to flash a goofy grin, 
toss out a bad joke, play a tune on 
a borrowed saxophone. 

“I think what's changed most of 
all in Clinton is his assessment of 
the character of the political 
world,” says Columbia University 
historian Alan Brinkley. “He dis¬ 
covered in the first two years that 
the obstacles to change are much 
more powerful than he originally 
thought and he’s retooled himself 
accordingly. ” Along the way, 
Clinton also has discovered the dif¬ 
ference between leading and legis¬ 
lating. He seems more fixed on 
setting a lofty tone for the country 
than on the mechanics of governing 
that bogged him down early on. 

The Oklahoma City bombing in 
1995 was a turning point, a mo¬ 
ment of crisis in which he found his 
voice in consoling a grieving nation 
and urging Americans to pull to¬ 
gether. 

On the world stage, too, Clinton 
has found his footing. After waver¬ 
ing and recriminations over in¬ 
volvement in Somalia and the ear ly 
unwillingness to play a key role in 
Bosnia, he has become a more as¬ 
sertive international leader. 

In restoring democracy to Haiti, 
in achieving the Bosnia peace ac¬ 
cord and in dealing with the United 
Nations, be demonstrated a grow¬ 
ing willingness to go it alone when 
consensus was out of reach._____ 

U. N. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright implemented the success¬ 
ful campaign to ouster U.N. Secre¬ 
tary-General Boutros 

Boutros-Ghali, but Clinton was 
steadfast in the culminating foreign 
policy initiative, of his first term. 

Battered by four years of with¬ 
ering criticism and a stream of in¬ 
vestigations and allegations, he 
also has acquired a tinge of cyni¬ 
cism and antagonism. He feels un¬ 


der siege. 

Whitewater prosecutor Kenneth 
Starr is out to get him, he believes. 
Questioned about improper Demo¬ 
cratic Campaign contributions, he 
likens his situation to that of Rich¬ 
ard Jewell, falsely accused in the 
Olympic bombing in Atlanta. 

He has become more wary, less 
likely to think out loud. Even some 
of his oldest friends notice a pro¬ 
tective shield when they talk with 
him. 

"He’s learned a president has to 
be parsimonious in his personal 
communications,” says departed 
White House adviser George 
Stephanopoulos. 

Perhaps the most apparent - and 
analyzed - change in Clinton over 
his first term has been his political 
March toward the center. 

He has gone from being the 
President who defended gays in the 
military to the President who 
signed legislation banning gay mar¬ 
riages— from the President who 
vetoed two Republicans welfare 
bills to the President who signed 
welfare reforms he believed were 
still too hard on the poor. 

Yet his political realignment - 
undertaken after the Republicans 
look control of congress in 1994 - 
seems to be more a case of tactical 
positioning than any alteration in 
his core beliefs. In fact, the journey 
has brought him back to the same 
‘new’ democrat ’ ideas he espoused 
as Arkansas governor and in his 
1992 campaign. 

To his supporters, the shift rep¬ 
resents well-placed pragmatism = 
to his critics, it smacks of oppor¬ 
tunism - or even a lack of convic¬ 
tion. 

“He's figured out exactly what 
you could get away with,” says 
consultant Kevin Phillips, an out¬ 
spoken critic. “He's much 
smoother now.” In other ways, 
Clinton remains essentially the 
same man who took foe Presiden¬ 
tial Oath on January, 1993: inde¬ 
fatigable, optimistic, activist. 

As Clinton prepares for his next 
four years, be evinces a determina¬ 
tion to avoid the drift so often as¬ 
sociated with second terms. He 
speaks hopefully of stimulating 
'the attention, foe spirits and foe 
energies of people*. ‘Tra very 

mindful of history's difficulties,” 
he said, "and I'm going to try to 
beat them." { jj>. 











( BaUoonist to Gtid Hfans-tytobal ^flight Q'lear Drufia 

CHICAGO—Millionaire balloonist Steve Fossett is calling it quits. 

Fossett *s ground crew in Chicago says his long distance 
flight continues for novo, but they expect him to land around 
0700 GMT Monday, either in India or Bangladesh, 

Fossett*s support team, says the balloon does not have 
enough fuel to complete the trip. Fossett had hoped to become 
the first balloonist to travel around the world nonstop. He 
began his trip Monday in St. Louis. 

At 0300 GMT Sunday, Fossett was flying in Iranian axrspace 
above the Persian Gulf and a few miles (km)from the shore of 
Iran, said Bruce Comstock, the project's technical co-dsrector. 

(AP) 
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32 <"WaMing fasts IKiMas'Tks ThmgesintoSEiuer 

NEW DELHI - At least 32 wedding guests were killed and 12 
injured Sunday when a speeding bps plunged into «mwr in the 
northern Indian state of PunjabPress Trust ofIndsasmd. 

Witnesses said the bus, carrying we dding guests from a 
village to Kdpurtkala, fell into the jriver after the driver lost 
control while negotiating a bend on, a bridge. The bus smashed 
through the railings and sank. 

There were only men and children i* the bus and five niusi. 
zi'affg of a band lured to plujf eT the weddsng, they satd . The. 
groom was travelling in a separate vehicle. 

(AFP) 


Stoyanov Sworn In as 
Bulgaria’s New President 


Thousands Demonstrate 
Against Government in Tirana 



KARDJALY, Bulgaria (Jan. 8): A man shouts anti-government slogans during a protest rally organized 
by ethnic Turks in the town of Kardjaly, some 300km southeast of Sofia. Demonstrators around the 
country continued their protests to demand early parliamentary elections and fast economic reforms 
in Bulgaria. (AFP PHOTO) 


SOFIA—Bulgaria’s new President, 
Petar Stoyanov. was sworn in Sun¬ 
day before Parliament and immedi¬ 
ately urged the chamber to agree to 
early legislative elections in the 
troubled cast European countiy. 

Stoyanov. who crushed the chal¬ 
lenge from tilling Socialists in No¬ 
vember presidential elections, 
reiterated opposition demands that 
the government agree to snap polls 
to allow the people to give a verdict 
on its dire economic record. 

"People are demonstrating in the 
streets because their poverty has 
reached desperate levels," Stoy¬ 


anov, 44. told the inauguration 
gathering, who included outgoing 
President Zhclyu Zhclcv, caretaker 
Premier Zhan Vidcnov and Ortho¬ 
dox Patriarch Maxim. 

Stoyanov. who officially takes 
over the reins of power on Wednes¬ 
day. will assume control of a coun¬ 
try in turmoiL Dramatic economic 
collapse in 1996 triggered the fall 
of Videnov’s administration in De¬ 
cember and brought protesters des¬ 
perate for a change of government 
out on the streets calling for snap 
polls. 

Stoyanov and Zhelev have 
added their voices to the two-week 


Residents Ignore Warnings From 
Pacific Rim of Fire Volcano 

"Merapi’s activities were domi¬ 
nated by lava flow and there is still 
no change in frequency compared 
to yesterday,” said Sunarto, an offi¬ 
cial at the main outpost monitoring 
the volcano, in Kaliurang. 

Visibility was obstructed by 
heavy cloud shrouding the summit 
but lava bursts could be heard and 
resulting tremors were felt at the 
post, he said. 

Many of the thousands of people 
forced to flee lava and heat clouds 
on Friday have relumed or are im¬ 
patient to get baric to their homes. 


TURGO. Indonesia — Thousands 
of people have ignored danger 
warnings, maintained by the Indo¬ 
nesian authorities Sunday, and re¬ 
turned to their homes on the slopes 
of the erupting Merapi Volcano. 

Scores of men and women even 
returned to their daily chores in the 
hamlet of Turgo as lava continued 
to spew from the 2,911-metcr 
(9,606-fccl) high rim of flic moun¬ 
tain in central Java Province. 

Experts maintained an ’alert’ 
status, the highest warning on their 
scale, for Merapi. which erupted 
Friday. 


IAFP,) 


Several Killed as Armed Group 
Attacks Humanitarian Posts 


NAIROBI — Three Spanish nation¬ 
als and several Rwandans were 
killed and a U.S. citizen severely 
injured in an armed attack on hu¬ 
manitarian posts in northwestern 
Rwanda, diplomatic sources said 
Sunday. 

The attack was launched late 
Saturday night by a group of around 
J2 gunmen on facilities at 
Ruhcngcri. Several aid agencies, 
including Medccins du Monde 
(doctors of the world), Mcdccins 
Sans Froniiercs (doctors without 
borders) and Save the Children, 
were targetted, humanitarian 


sources in Kigali told AFP. 

The three Spaniards were work¬ 
ing for a Spanish unit of Doctors of 
the World. Several soldiers of the 
Tutsi-lcd Rwandan patriotic army 
were among those killed. 

The U.S. national had to un¬ 
dergo immediate amputation sur¬ 
gery. 

The allaCkers were believed to 
be former soldiers or militiamen 
from Rwanda's Hutu majority, 
driven from power in July 1994. 
Sources said they were looking for 
money and medical supplies. 

(AFP) 


protest movement, but the ruling 
Socialists, while prepared for a 
measure of compromise, have in¬ 
sisted on forming a new govern¬ 
ment 

Elections are not due until the 
end of 1998, but the opposition has 
called for them to be brought for¬ 
ward to March of this year. 

"Help young people to choose 
Bulgaria" instead of emigrating, 
Stoyanov appealed to Parliament 
after taking his oath of office. 

<Af« 


TIRANA - Several thousand peo¬ 
ple massed in central Tirana Sun¬ 
day to demonstrate against the 
government of President Salt Bcr- 
isha, but police dispersed the crowd 
by force, an AFP journalist at the 
scene reported. 

Several people were wounded, 
including a man in his 50s who 
suffered a head injury, when police 

Cholera Kills Two 
Rwondq Refugees 

KINSHASA — Cholera has broken 
out among 120,000 Rwandan Hutu 
refugees crowded round the 
Zairean forest village of Tingi- 
Tingi. killing at least two people, 
according to the World Health Or¬ 
ganization representative in Kin¬ 
shasa 

The WHO informs the interna¬ 
tional community that a cholera 
epidemic has broken out in Tingi- 
Tingi since January 10. doctor Ab- 
dou Moudi told Reuters laic on 
Saturday. 

He said 56 cases had been regis¬ 
tered in the village, which is 180km 
(120 miles) southeast of the re¬ 
gional capital Kisangani on the road 
to the battkfront with Tutsi-led re¬ 
bels in the east 

Samples collected by the 
Medecins Sans Frontieres relief 
group had been tested in Paris and 
Kinshasa and proved positive, he 
added. 

Most of the refugees fled to 
Tingi-Tingi to escape the rebel ad¬ 
vance in the east, where their tradi¬ 
tional Tutsi rivals hold former 
refrgee towns. o&uteri 





CHATEUA D'QEX, Switzerland (Jan. 18): A hot air balloon shaped 
tike a player of a bagpipe takes off from Chateau cfOex in the Swiss 
Alps on the openning day of the 19th international hot air balloon 
week. About 100 balloon from 18 countries are participating in the 
balloon festival here. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


chaigcd the demonstrators with 
truncheons, witnesses said. Around 
2,000 people had massed on the 
central Skcndcrbcig Square shout¬ 
ing "Down with Dictatorship" 
while hundreds of riot police kept 
back another 3.000 people trying to 
join the crowd. 

The demonstrators on the square 
were dispersed just before noon 
(1100 GMT) and the area was re¬ 
opened to traffic. Riot police re¬ 
mained in place to prevent another 
rally. 

The government stands accused 
in particular of encouraging so- 
called pyramid schemes, "gel-rich- 
quick" savings schemes run by 
private firms that prey on naive 
consumers. Several of the schemes 
have collapsed recently. 

Women in tears shouting "We 
Want Our Money" were among 
Sunday’s demonstrators and sev¬ 
eral women fainted during the pro- 

test vrn 


Pelrol Spills Into 
Channel After 
Ships Collide 

LONDON — Two tankers collided 
in the channel on Saturday and 
shipping sources said about 9,500 
tons of petrol had grilled into the 


The Norwegian-owned M/V 
Bona Fulmar, carrying a consign¬ 
ment of unleaded pctroL and the 
Mexican chemical tanker Teoad 
crashed in thick fog about 30 miles a 
from the English port of Dover 
Both ships were afloat and the 
crews were safe. 

Norway’s Bona Shipping said 
the incident was under control and 
divers were on their way to setH the 
damaged hull of the 78,600-ton 
Bona Fulmar which is at anchor. 
When the ship is safe it will proceed 
to the Dutch port of Rotterdam for 
repairs. 

It’s a big spillage but it’s lucky 
it’s petrol which will evaporate, a 
spokesman at Iloyd’s shipping in¬ 
telligence service said on Sunday. 

(Reuter) 


S. Korean Police Fire Teargas 
to Disperse Students 


SEOUL—South Korean riot police 
entered a Seoul campus on Sunday 
and fired teargas to try to disperse 
about 1.000 students holdinga pro¬ 
test rally over a controversial new 
labor law, witnesses said. 

They said armour-plated police 
vehicles fired volleys of teargas at 
the students, who initially fled but 
then regrouped and started hurling 
rocks at the police. 

Witnesses said police first 
sprayed small quantities of teargas 


at the students to prevent them 
inarching out of the Hanyang Uni¬ 
versity campus. 

The campus lies about five km 
(three mites) from Myongdong ca¬ 
thedral, where seven trade union 
leaders are sheltering from arresL 

Groups of workers and students 
have dashed regularly with riotpo- 
lice in the streets of Seoul since the 4 
government rammed the labor bill 
through Parliament on December 


26. 


(Reuter) 


Daily Farmers Block Roads to 
Milan Airport for Third Day 


MILAN, Italy — Italian fanners 
protesting European dairy quotas 
used their tractors to block roads to 
Milan’s Linate Airport for the third 
day running Sunday, authorities re¬ 
ported. 

Some 3,000 protesters said they 
would continue their action, which 
has caused a 30-percent dip in pas¬ 
senger use, "to the bhlcr end” after 
Prime Minister Romano Prodi 
ruled out "disobeying an (EU) ac¬ 
cord that Italy has signed." 

Travel Ice have been forced to 
walk, laden with their baggage, to 
and from the terminal building as 
the farmers continue to block ac¬ 
cess routes to the airport, one of two 
serving Milaa 

Some 15,000 fanners face fines 
totalling 370 billion lire (246.5 mil¬ 
lion dollars) for exceeding EU dairy 
production quotas, which works out 


at over 16,000 dollars per farmer. 

The protesters are calling on the 
government to pay the fines as wdl 
as negotiate higher quotas with the 
European Union. 

Currently Italy has the right to 
produce 9.9 mfltion tons of nrifle 
annuall y, while it consumes 18 mil¬ 
lion tons in a year. 

Agriculture Minister Michele 
Pinto said he would go to Brussels 
on Mondqy 10 seek a 600,000 toe 
increase to the quota 

The secessionist group the 
Northern League and the post-fas¬ 
cist National Alliance have em¬ 
braced the formers’ cause. 

Eariy Sunday some 2,000 
Northern League militants demon¬ 
strated m central MUan, and the Na¬ 
tional Alliance was expected to 
stage a protest later Sunday. 

(fifp).. 
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Internet a Benchmark for Hong 
Kong Transition, Says PERC 


SINGAPORE — The Internet, 
which expanded further across 
Asia last year, will serve as a 

< potential outlet of uncensored 
information in Hong Kong after 

i the territory’s return to Chinese 
1 rule, a report said, 
i The report by the Political and 
Economic Risk Consultancy 
' (PERC) said the internet was 

< ‘likely to be the outlet where un- 
I censored views see the light of the 
i day’ if press freedom suffers after 
f the handover on July 1. 

In its latest ‘Asian Intelligence’ 
i report devoted to the Internet in 
, Asia, PERC said the information 
, superhighway was more developed 
j in Hong Kong than in most other 
countries, thanks to a ‘very com¬ 
puter literate’ population. 

! “Moreover the network of eto- 
J nic Chinese with roots in Hong 
j Kong stretches worldwide, and 
! there are probably more internet 
' sites about Hong Kong-physically 
located outside the territory than 
there are in it,’’ it said. 

The territory has 49 Internet 
1 i service providers while the number 
£of dial-up customers is likely to 
I exceed 200,000 soon, the Hong 
"i c Kong-based consultancy said. 

* Virtually all of Hong Kong’s 
a universities and technical schools 
a and 37 primary and secondary 
schools maintain sites on the worid 
F .wide web, and young Hong 
& (Kongers could be the most *In- 
.temet literate’ in Asia, it said. 
a The number of Hong Kong 
riTcompanies with web pages physi- 
P«cally located within the territory 
tcChas leaped to 493 from 155 a year 
a® ago, while 96 community service 
rra’and non-profit organizations also 
h^have a presence on the Internet 
cR>--- 

El 


Among the sites are those that 
may not be regarded ‘politically 
correct’ from Beijing’s perspec¬ 
tive, the Hong Kong-based PERC 
said, noting that most local politi¬ 
cal groups and numerous religious 
groups had. sites. 

* ‘One way to monitor the fact or 
fearof China’s clampdown on such 
groups is to track which of these 
sites stay located in Hong Kong, 
which ones shut down altogether, 
and which ones move to a physical 
location outside...,”it said. 

The consultancy said the In¬ 
ternet had expanded its reach in the 
region over the past year, offering 
a huge amount of information 
about Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, South Ko¬ 
rea, Taiwan and Thailand. 

In the Philippines two years 
ago, one of the biggest barriers to 
gqing online was simply getting a 
telephone, but the entry of new 
telecom firms has seen Filipinos 
‘getting wired with multiple phone 
lines, faxes and cellulars’, PERC 
said. 

And so much information is 
available about Singapore on the 
web that “it is difficult to know 
just when to stop surfing and get 
down to the business of assessing 
the usefulness of the information 
already obtained." In Malaysia, 
the Prime Minister’s Department 
maintains a web site reproducing 
99 speeches made by Premier Ma¬ 
hathir Mohamad last year, while 10 
sites are dedicated to local leaders. 

In Thailand, where King tthu- 
mibol Adulyadej is a computer 
buff, “the very existence of the net 
is forcing tight-lipped officialdom 
to open up,” PERC said. 

‘ ‘And with the new government 
deeply committed to the privatiza¬ 


Indian Industry, Business 
Lower Reform Expectations 
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BOMBAY — Indian business 
“Headers said Sunday they have 
showered their expectations of 
en 11 major reform announcements from 
*the government, as it prepares to 
^unveil its first budget amid 
Apolitical uncertainty. 

Prime Minister H. D. Deve 
’ Gowda had been widely expected 
* ^ jo announce measures to boost the 
XI tagging capital market during a 
wo-day visit over the weekend, 
TE nit he did not 

twe The failure sent stock prices, 
ror vhich had earlier zoomed,crashing 
4 jt it the Bombay Stock Exchange 
In BSE). 

lev Industry spokesmen and ana- 
Icl psts said they did not expect Deve 
* Sowda to announce anything ma- 
ran ar even before going lo Davos in 
o < Switzerland this month for the 
rift Vorid Economic Forum, 
via j Gowda promised in Calcutta 
Sati ist month that he would announce 
1 teps to revive the markets, cut 
. :stc ovemment spending, further Iib- 
:cn ralize the economy, and increase 
vili anking funds for the economy. 

4 a The expectations sent prices 
hooting up at the BSE, the coun- 
y’s biggest stock market, where 
le barometer 30-share sensitive 
.idex gained 560 points on January 
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But the index fell more than 200 
■dints by the close of the week 
/ 'riday after the Prime Minister re- 
JlCnained tightlipped on the econ- 
99 <my. 


4 ‘The market was expecting the 
green light to companies to buy 
back shares, the introduction of a 
stock-lending scheme and other 
measures,’ 1 said stock broker Ajit 
Ambani. “It is feeling disap¬ 
pointed." Analysts said there 
was little Deve Gowda could do by 
the end of January since the na¬ 
tional budget was due on February 
28. 

“The Prime Minister has very 
limited options in the short term,” 
analyst Devesh Kumar at foreign 
stock broker Daewoo Securities 
told AFP. “The market was ex¬ 
pecting too much and overreacted. 
Prices are now stabilizing.*’ 
Businessman Tushar Ruiya said 
the industry was concerned about 
high interest rates and low lending 
by state-owned banks. 

“We expected some major an¬ 
nouncement to ease the situation,” 
he said. 

Ruiya, who manufactures air- 
conditioners, said he had given up 
looking for much from Deve 
Gowda as “he is beading an unsta¬ 
ble, centre-left coalition. 

“Ail our overseas visitors are 
wary of India as the political situ¬ 
ation is unstable. The least we can 
expect is for this coalition to stay 
together. 

“The past year was very bad,” 
he added. “We warn lowering of 
import tarrifs on raw materials, 
slashing of cross border taxes and 


an end to rod tape. ButI am not sure 
if these will come through given 
the political instability." India’s 
ruling United Front government 
comprises eight parties, including 
pro-business politicians and anti. 
reform communists. 

The government is in a minority 
and depends on the Congress (0 
Party to remain in power. 

Analysts say they are worried 
that the coalition was pulling in 
opposite directions over such deci¬ 
sions such as raising petroleum 
prices and slashing subsidies ami 
allowing foreign investment in key 
sectors. 

Pradip Shah, an industrialist, 
said Deve Gowda should ‘get on 
with the business of governing and 
go ahead (with reforms) despite 
growing opposition from leftists." 

He said be expected only some 
‘tinkering’ with the capital mar¬ 
kets. 

Industrialist Fakhruddin 
Khorakiwala said be had his fin¬ 
gers crossed. 

“I do not know what the Prime 
Minister can offer in concrete 
terms now as financial measures 
and announcements can be-made 
only in the budget 

"Bui be has to come out very 
clearly in favour of reforms as in¬ 
dustry and people are gradually 
losing faith and confidence in the 
pro-reform character of this gov¬ 
ernment,” he said. 

(AFP) 


redicts Improved Relations 
With Congress on Trade Issues 


tion and deregulation of govern¬ 
ment agencies concerned with tele¬ 
communications, the quick spread 
of the Internet in Thailand is virtu¬ 
ally guaranteed," it said. 

But while the number of Internet 
users and web rites in Asia was 
mushrooming, prices for web soft¬ 
ware services remain higher than in 
the West 

Prices would probably fall in the 
years ahead, PERC said, wanting 
of possible competition from 
‘young computer herds in the U.S’ 
who could market their cheaper 
site-creation services more ac¬ 
tively in Asia. 

(AFP) 

Russia’s 
Jobless Rate 
9. 3 Percent 

MOSCOW—Russia’s jobless rate 
was at 9. 3 percent at the end of 
December, up from 8.8 percent at 
the outset of 1996, the I tar- Tass 
news agency said Saturday. 

The report, which cited the State 
Statistics Committee, said 6.8 mil¬ 
lion people were out of work, up 
20,000 from the previous month. 

Russia’s economy continued to 
shrink in 1996 for the sixth year in 
a row and the unemployment rate 
has steadily grown. In early 1996, 
it stood at 8.8 percent. 

Data on unemployment is based 
on labor-force surveys and use the 
International Labor Organization's 
standards for measuring unem¬ 
ployment However, the statistics 
give only a partial picture because 
many Russians have jobs they do 
not report to the government in or¬ 
der to avoid taxes. 

m 


WASHINGTON — After, stalling 
for two years. Congress will 
finally give its approval in 1997 to 
negotiating a free bade.agreement 
with Chile, outgoing. Commerce 
Secretary Mickey Kantor 
predicted Tuesday. 

Kanlor also said in an interview 
that overall relations between U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and Con¬ 
gress on trade policy should im¬ 
prove, basedT on the backgrounds 
of the newly elected lawmakers. 

Clinton scored a string of trade 
victories in his first two years in 
office, winning congressional ap¬ 
proval for a free trade agreement 
with Mexico and Canada and leg¬ 
islative passage of a sweeping 
global trade deal that lowered tar¬ 
iffs and created the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 

While Republicans played a 
major role in winning support for 
both the North American Free 
Trade ~ Agreement (NAFTA) 
over the opposition of many of 
Clinton’s traditional Democratic 
allies, the President has had far 
less success in the bade area since 
Republicans took control of con¬ 
gress. 

“The first two years we had a 
Congress. r That was keyed into 
the global economy," Kantor said. 
“This last cor^ress changed. A 
number of folks who came in were 
not as aware of... trade and the 
global marketplace. That made it 
more difficult " Over the past 
two years, the administration has 
been stymied in winning approval 
for its top trade goal - getting^ 
proval for a fast-track process that 
would allow the administration to 
negotiate a Free Trade Agreement 
to add Chile to NAFTA. 


Republicans have refused to go 
along with demands from the ad¬ 
ministration that .the - new last- 
track authority include the areas of 
labor rights and environmental 
protection. 

But Kantor'said he believed a 
compromise was within reach, in 
part because of the economic 
benefits the United States' would 
achieve by lowering trade barriers 
with Chile, one of Latin Amer¬ 
ica’s standout performers eco¬ 
nomically. 

Kantor said he believed the in¬ 
coming frritomen legislators will 
be more receptive to arguments 
that America’s future prosperity is 
closely linked,to.its ability to 
compete globally. 

“My impression is that the new 
congress is much more supportive 
in these areas,’* - Kantor said: “I 
am very hopeful that we can move 
forward on fast trade and a num¬ 
ber of other areas. ’’ Kantor also 
disputed charges that the adxmra- 
stration has failed to devote 
enough attention to developing 
stronger economic ties with fast- 
growing economies in Latin 
America. He said despite the delay 
in getting Chile into NAFTA; ef¬ 
forts were on trade to achieve the 
goal of a hemisphere-wide free 
trade area by 2005. 

“Tins silly notion that we have 
ignored Latin America Is simply 
not true," he said. . 

Kantor; who is not staying for. 
Clinton’s second term, served as 
Clinton’s first U.S. trade repre¬ 
sentative and then became com¬ 
merce secretary after the death of 
Ron Brown in a plane crash in the 
Balkans. 

While he is widely expected to 


. join a law firm after leaving the 
cabinet, Kantor said he was still 
discussing .with his \£unOy 
whether lo return to Los Angeles 
or stay in Washington and would 
not consider any job offers until 
leaving office - 

Kantor predicted swift congress 
gjrmal approval for Chariene Bar- 
shefky as Trade Representative 
arid rhinig n Lawyer WOfiam 
Daley as fire new Co m merce Sec¬ 
retary. 

In other comments during a. 
wide-ranging interview, Kantor 
• said it would be ‘premature* to 
drop the amwal review of China’s 
Most-Favored-Nation ; Track! 
Status with the United States. 

Wh3e some had argued that the 
annual congressional vote should 
be dropped as a way to lower ten- 
_ sknrs between die two nations, 
Kantor argued that now was not 
the right time for such a move. 

Kentor predicted Clinton would 
keep up the p ress u re on Japan to 
do more to open its markets to 
’. U.S. Products even though Amer¬ 
ica’s trade deficit with that coun- 
. tty has declined tins year. ‘‘They 
are trying to move in toe tight di¬ 
rection: but we are not going to let 
up on the pressure,” he said. 

He insisted that commerce has 
‘ been completely open with vari- 
■ ous investigators looking into toe 
activities ofjofan huang, who was 
a mid-level political appointee at 
the commerce department before 
joinrag - the; Democratic National 
Committee as a top fund-imser 
among Asian Amoripans. “Any 
request.for documents made by 
Copgiess or anyone else regarding 
John Huang have been complied 
with:’’ - ^ 


China’s Central Bank to Prevent 
Yuan Appreciation in 1997 


BEUING — China’s Central Bank 
will be forced to intervene to 
prevent the Chinese currency 
appreciating in 1997 and keep the 
country on track to achieve its 
economic targets, a top banking 
expert was quoted as saying 
Sunday. 

However, People’s Bank of 
China (PBOC) intervention will 
mean a further expansion of 
China’s foreign exchange reserves, 
which at more than $100 million 
are-already causing concern in 
some quarters, warned Tao Lim¬ 
ing, deputy director of the Bank of 
China’s International Finance Re¬ 
search Institute. 

The PBOC had to interfere in 
the foreign exchange market in 
1996 to stall the appreciation of the 
Yuan against foreign currencies 
and the forces pushing up the value 
of the Chinese currency will still be 
around this year, Tao said. 

The gap between yuan demand 
and supply will remain and even 
widen given tire Central Bank’s 
pledge to retain its tight monetary 
policy. 

Tire price of foreign currencies 
decreased steadily in 1996. be¬ 
cause of limited demand and a 
short supply of Chinese currency 
capital on the foreign exchange 
market. 

Although bank credits may be 
increased in 1997, Tao said the ac¬ 
companying rise in investment 
would soak up all the new capital.- 

At the same time, foreign direct 
investment, which indirectly ex¬ 
pands foreign, currency supply, is 
expected to retain the robust mo¬ 


mentum of 1996 when it hit 40 
billion dollars.' 

Despite these pressures, the 
PBOC will not allow the Yuan to 
over-appreciate because of the 
damag e that would do to the com¬ 
petitiveness of China’s exports. 

The government has targetted 
economic growth of 10_5 percent 
for 1997 that would See thecoun- 
try’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) output hit 7.5 billion.yuan 


($904 billion), of which. $160 bil¬ 
lion -— 17 percent; ■— will come 
from foreign trade. 

•• “Aliy se t back.in foreign trade 
could prevent achievement of the 
country’s economic target," Tao 
sad.--.-..- 

‘‘Therefore, the. Central Bank 
will continue to defend a stable ex¬ 
change rate by purchasing over¬ 
supplied foreign currencies.” 

. \ (AFP) 


Singapore November Retail 
Sales Down 0.7 Percent 


SINGAPORE —Singapore’s re¬ 
tail sales suffered a year-on-year 
decline in November, accordii^ 
to official figures released Sun? 
day, reflecting stiff competition 
in a tight consumer market 

November retail sales reached 
2.02 trillion Singapore dollars 
($1.44 billion), toe department of 
statistics said, adding that it 
marked a 0.7-percent year-on-year 
decline. 

But the sales represented a 
modest 1.9-percent increase from 
the previous month, the depart¬ 
ment said. 

A month-on-monto comparison 
showed most retailers performing 
better in November than they did 
in October, with dealers of furni¬ 
ture and household equipment, 
textiles and garments, and depart¬ 
ment stores and supermarkets all 
reporting higher sales. 


- The only group igniting a 
month-on-month drop in turno ver 
was motor vehicle dealexs, whose, 
sates fell by 11. 5 percent in No¬ 
vember comparedto October. 

A year-on-year breakup of the 
performance of each sector was 

not available. / 

Singapore’s troubled retail sec¬ 
tor is firing p re ss u re from rival 
dx^^ csphls andaglutm re- 
tail spate here while tbestrong lo¬ 
cal currency makes. shopping in 
toe city-state an expensive propo¬ 
sition for forcignfourists. 

The sluggish retail market has 
claimed several casualties, notably 
french Department Store. Gaieties 
Lafayette, Hong Kong Retailer 
Lahc Crawford and American Su¬ 
permarket Chain K-Mart which 
have ail amkrimeed a closure of 
their : Singapore operations.' 

(Am 
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Princess Diana: Back on ° NE ** u “ dER 

EvERy 11 Hours 

Humanitarian Trail With New Image in Romania 

LUANDA — Britain's Princess The Angolan government, mines. BUCHAREST — A murder is 

Diana may have sparked a rw at participating in a peace plan with I* didn't do Diana any harm reported every 13 hours m Roma- 

home over her support for a cam- the former rebel UNITA move- either. crime of every sort 

paign to ban landmines, but she ment to end nearly two decades of In July, after Charles filed for rocketed in 1996, police chief 

has earned only praise from the civ j| war, invited the princess to the divorce she didn't want, from Costica Vbicu said recently, 

people she met in war-riven An- return to Luanda. a nM she clearly loathes, Diana More than 320,000 crimes 

gola. “I hope the princess will visit withdrew her patronage from were committed in 1996 com- 

Her four-day visit as a volun- us again. We want to thank her for nearly 100 charities in what many pared with 97,000 in 1990, while 

teer for the British Red Cross, taking the time off to come and people saw as a fit of pique. 211,000 people were investigated 

which launched the campaign and help," Angola's Foreign Minister The chanties were very polite ^ police, Vbicu said. ‘ 
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LUANDA — Britain's Princess 
Diana may have sparked a row at 
home over her support for a cam¬ 
paign to landmines, but site 
hag earned only praise from the 
people she met in war-riven An¬ 
gola. 

Her four-day visit as a volun¬ 
teer for the British Red Cross, 
which launched the ca mp aign and 
invited her to see one of the 
world's most heavily-mined coun¬ 
tries, has been a personal victory. 

The 35-year-old mother of two 
has managed to carve herself a 
new role, for which she has long 
searched and which she is clearly 
comfortable with. She now hopes 
to visit troublespots around the 
globe such as Bosnia, Afghani¬ 
stan and Cambodia. 

Diana obviously liked the in¬ 
formality of the visit which saw 
her cast aside her glamorous im¬ 
age for jeans and sneakers. 


The Angolan government, 
participating in a peace plan with 
the former rebel UNITA move¬ 
ment to end nearly two decades of 
civil war, invited the princess to 
return to Luanda. 

“I hope the princess will visit 
us again. Wfe want to thank her for 
taking the time off to come and 
help,” Angola's Foreign Minister 
Vfenancio de Moura told a small 
gathering shortly before Diana 
left Angola on Thursday. 

"This visit has been a help to 
the process which we are going 
through, but especially for the 
children and people of Angola. 
She has visited some parts (of the 
country) that we consider impor¬ 
tant and most affected by the 
war,” he said. 

Diana brushed aside as merely 
a distraction critics in Britain who 
said she was meddling in politics 
by supporting the landmine ban. 


“This visit has been a help to the process which we are going 
through, but especially for the children and people of Angola. 
She has visited some parts (of the country) that we consider 
important and most affected by the war " 


It was her first working trip 
abroad since her divorce last year 
from heir to the throne Prince 
Charles. 

It was also one of the most 
somber overseas visits she has 
undertaken: she chatted to chil¬ 
dren and adults maimed by land¬ 
mines and even saw landmine 
victims with their stomachs 
blown out. 

“What I would like to see is for 
Princess Diana to become the am¬ 
bassador of all the de-miners in 
the world,” Peter Isaacs, chief of 
the United Nations Demining 
Program in Angola, told Reuters 
after meeting Diana. 

In that way there may be pres¬ 
sure on governments — particu¬ 
larly western governments and 
indeed international corporations 
— to come up with money (for 
demining), he added. 

Isaacs., a landmine victim him¬ 
self, said die princess’ visit could 
not have been more timely for 
Angola as the UN was about to 
launch an appeal for $25 million 
to cover demining operations in 
the country for 1997. 

Ordinary Angolans, surprised 
by die visit of a princess who is 
relatively unknown ia the south¬ 
ern Africa country, nicknamed 
Diana the Princr * of Peace as she 
toured health posts and orthopae¬ 
dic center* in slums around the 
capital Luanda and in two of its 
most war-devastated towns, Km la 
and Huanubn. 


“I am not a political figure, the 
feet is I am a humanitarian figure 
and always will be,” she told re¬ 
porters. 

“1 think this is what Angola 
needed. This has definitely been 
helpful to the country and to the 
confidence of its people,” said 
Francois de la Roche of the Inter¬ 
national Federation of the Red 
Cross in Angola. 

Head of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in 
Angola, Michel Dufour, praised 
Diana's crusade against landmi¬ 
nes as an inspiration for its vic¬ 
tims. Angola has the world’s high¬ 
est amputee rata at three per 
thousand people. 

Dufour told Renters: “The 
visit has given more visibility to 
the campaign and for the victims 
of landmines, it has been a light 
in the darkness.” 

According to another AP re¬ 
port from London, despite foe 
facts that she is no longer married 
and she’s not Her Royal Highness, 
Princess Diana is still a star. 

The distress of last year’s di¬ 
vorce from Prince Charles appar¬ 
ently behind her, Diana made a 
smashing success of her return to 
the humanitarian spotlight last 

week. 

Despite some carping from 
Tory legislators who thought she 
wasn't toeing the government line, 
Diana’s visit to the minefields of 
Angola was a triumph for the Red 
Cross campaign to outlaw land 


Real Estate Agent Sues Saudi Prince 


NEW YORK - A real estate agent 
who says he brokered the sale or 
New York City’s Plaza Hotel to 
Saudi Prince Walid bin Talal is 
suing the prince to get his 
commission and $38.8 million in 
damages. 

Agent Lawrence Russo said the 
nephew of King Fahd failed to pay 
him a 59.7-million commission 
for the sale of the hotel to the 
prince and CDL Hotels Interna¬ 
tional of Hong Kong for $325 mil¬ 
lion in 1995. 

Russo, who has worked with 
tycoon Donald Trump, alleges that 
he brought together Citibank — 
which had seized the hotel when 
Trump was having financial prob¬ 


lems — and the new owners, and 
that he counseled them numerous 
limes in 1J>94. 

"When it was over, they' said. 
'Thank you very much.’ and re¬ 
fused lo pay him.” said Russo's 
attorney. Barry Slotnick. 

Slotnick also accused the 
prince of "playing fast and loose" 
with the U S. legal system by try¬ 
ing to avoid Russo when he was 
trying to take the prince to court. 

The prince is famous for buy¬ 
ing stakes in Euro Disney, U.S. 
bank Citibank, the New York lux¬ 
ury store Saks Fifth Avenue, the 
Four Seasons Hotels, and the 
Plaza and George V Hotels. 


It didn't do Diana any harm 
either. 

In July, after Charles filed for 
the divorce she didn't want, from 
a man she clearly loathes, Diana 
withdrew her patronage from 
nearly 100 charities in what many 
people saw as a fit of pique. 

The charities were very polite 
in their expressions of disappoint¬ 
ment, but the episode was a black 
mark for Diana, and even some of 
her devoted admirers wondered if 
a queen of hearts really ought to 
sulk. 

Diana's decision to rejoin foe 
Red Cross and campaign against 
mines gave her foe kind of plat¬ 
form she has been seeking for a 
post-marriage career. 

“I would hope there will be 
other visits like this one,” Diana 
said in an interview with Britain's 
Press Association on Thursday, 
“because I think it needs to be 
consistent, and I'm in a position 
to raise the profile of the (Red 
Cross) campaign around the 
world and there's an opportunity 
to do so.” 

Tire work is very much the 
same as she did as a royal wife — 
visiting remote comers of foe 
Commonwealth, encouraging the 
poor and sympathizing with the 
sick. It is what foe royals —most 
notably Princess Anne — da 

The big switch for foe Angola 
trip was the de-glamorization of 
Diana. No designer outfits and no 
hairdressers were in evidence — 
only proving she doesn’t need 
them. 

And there were no crowds, 
either, because she is a stranger to 
foe Angolans. For those without 
satellite television and tabloid 
newspapers, she was just another 
European visitor. 

But photographers who would 
never otherwise set foot in Angola 
followed her every move. She 
gave television interviews. It was 
all that an anti-mine campaign 
could hope for, not least fay 
spawning spin-off stories. 

Friday's edition of foe Herald 
newspaper in Scotland, for in¬ 
stance, carried a color photo of a 
land mine at die top of page one, 
above a story on work to develop 
a new generation of the weapon in 
Britain. 

Angolan children without 
limbs were pictured on television. 
Newspapers published editorials 
about mines. Readers wrote let¬ 
ters to the editor. 

W.F. Deedes, 83-year-old col¬ 
umnist for the Daily Telegraph , 
flew to Angola to cover the event 
and came away quite smitten. 

“There is amide room — in¬ 
deed, there is a call — in the 
world today for someone with the 
princess' qualities,” he wrote. “It 
is among foe poorest of foe poor 
in foe world that she dunes most 
brightly.” 

Princess Anne, also without 
designer outfits or hairdressers, 
has been visiting remote, disease- 
ridden corners of the globe for 
yea rc as bead of the Save the Chil¬ 
dren charily. She is one of the 
most admired women in Britain, 
puis in far more boors and miles 
than Diana ever has, but generates 
fer less media coverage. 

Anne isn't the sort to hug ba¬ 
bies for tte benefit of foe cameras. 

Diana won praise even from 
quarters hostile to the monarchy, 
such as die Guardian newspaper. 
Noting Diana's comment that she 
was just trying to help in Angola, 
the newspaper commented: 
“Thank you, ma'am: and please 
keep it up.” (Dispatches) 


The crime rate jumped from 
414 crimes per 100,000 inhabi¬ 
tants in 1990 to 1,423 in 1996. 
Thefts, aimed assaults, frauds and 
rapes increased by 10 percent on 
average compared with 1995. 

Some 5,800 kilograms 
(12,760 pounds) of drugs, includ¬ 
ing 711 kilo^aoK (1464 pounds) 
of cocaine and 62 kilograms (136 
pounds) of heroin were seized in 
1996, along with 15 kilograms 
(33 pounds) of radioactive mate¬ 
rial. 

Several drug trafficking net¬ 
works, run by ethnic Romanians, 
Turks, Moldovans and others, 
were dismantled. 

Pol ice also arrested 330 people 
suspected of trafficking in human 
beings and broke up 27 interna¬ 
tional networks smuggling stolen 
cats. 

Nearly 2,900 people were 
killed and 7,500 seriously injured 
in traffic accidents in 1996. 



KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, Florida, United States (January 15k 
Russian Mir 22 Commander Valeri Korzun (L) has a weightless 
chat with US. Atlantis Commander Michael Baker (R) aboard the 
Mir Station after their crews shared a meal in celebration of a 
successful docking of the two spacecraft. The Atlantis and the Mir 
will remain docked for five days of joint science operations and a 
resupply of the Russian Station. 


Illness Strikes Tutu 
at Critical Time 


CAPE TOWN - Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu is often given to 
ebullient displays of good humor 
and upbeat exclamations about the 
future. 

Lying on his hospital bed here 
Friday, surrounded by reporters, 
he appeared as cheerful as ever, 
declaring that the cancer diag¬ 
nosed in his prostate "could have 
been worse" and gushing praise 
about the hospital staff. 

But it could not have escaped 
the 65 ycar-oId Nobel laureate, 
who has survived restriction or¬ 
ders, numerous arrests and a near- 
fatal dose of tuberculosis, that he 
has been struck down at a critical 
time in his auspicious career. 

For the former bead of Angli¬ 
can church in South Africa, this 
latest o ideal comes as the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, 
which he leads, is coming ever 
closer to uncovering very darkest 
secrets in the country's past 

Selling out lo probe atrocities 
and political crimes between I960 
and 1993. Tutu has vowed with 
biblical cvcn-handcdncss. lo 
avoid demands for revenge but 
also to ensure that the sins of the 
past are not forgotten. 

When it began sitting in April 
Iasi year, it was regarded by many 
as merely a witch-hunt against the 
enemies orPrcsidcnt Nelson Man¬ 
dela's new government, or with 
cynical indifference by others. 

In the interceding nine months, 
however, the commission has 
earned the attention, if not the re¬ 
spect. of the entire country, hear¬ 
ing countless talcs of bombings, 
assassinations, torture, kidnap¬ 
ping. rape and oilier from blacks 
and whites, victims and perpetra¬ 
tors across the political spectrum. 

Already flic commission lias 
t^ami dial Mandela's then- out¬ 
lawed African National Congress 
plotted in 1981 to blow- up the 
entire apartheid cabinet and that 
the previous regime ordered the 


murder of dozens of political ac¬ 
tivists. 

This week the commission un¬ 
veiled its piece dc resistance — the 
elusive "Stcyn Report" which im¬ 
plicates throe top apartheid mili¬ 
tary generals in human rights 
violations and points to a cover-up 
of these violations by former 
President Frederik dc Klerk. 

The report was in 1992 com¬ 
piled by former defense force 
chief of staff Pierre Stcyn, at the 
Dc Klerk’s behest, but has never 
been made public since De Klerk 
sacked 23 senior officers men¬ 
tioned in it. 

The commission finally got it 
hands on the document after fruit¬ 
less attempts by the media to view 
its content and Dc Klerk’s earlier 
insistence that Stcyn did nothing 
more than brief him verbally on 
his investigation. 

Mandela and the new estab¬ 
lishment. too. have found them¬ 
selves at odds with fiercely 
independent-minded Tutu. 

The commission is empowered 
to gram amnesty or indemnity 
from prosecution to the perpetra¬ 
tors of human rights abuses who 
confess their crimes and, in some 
cases, reparations to the victims.. 

Laic last year, Mandela bowed 
reluctantly to Tutu’s demands to 
prolong the amnesty' application 
deadline and lo extend the time¬ 
frame of the commissiou's probe 
by four months, effectively open¬ 
ing the way for amnesty Tor the 
right-wingers convicted for a 
bloody' bombing spree shortly be¬ 
fore the historic 1994 elections. 

Some in the while right might 
stilt harbor some resentment 
against hint and those in the far left 
might feci his commission is let¬ 
ting off the former government too 
easily. 

But he has undoubtedly be¬ 
come something of a-fixture in 
South Africa's political and social 


life—cheering on the bomeside at 
an international sport event or ap¬ 
pearing on national television to 
promote contraception. 

Bom in Klerfcsdoip west of Jo¬ 
hannesburg, he rose quickly 
through the ranks of the church, 
working and studying in South Af- 
rica and Britain before being ap¬ 
pointed Anglican dean of 
Johannesburg and later bishop of 
Lesotho. 

He first became involved in 
politics in 1978 when he took up 
the post of secretary-general of the 
South African Council of 
Churches—one of the most vocal 
bodies in the anti-apartheid lobby. 

Tutu often found himself in 
conflict with South Africa's Na¬ 
tional Party government and its 
policies, and was arrested for tte 
first time in May 1980, with 54 
others for protesting the detention 
by the government of a fellow 
priest. 

Although his passport was con¬ 
fiscated on several occasions. 
Tutu managed to travel widely, 

speaking on many platforms in the 

world about the excesses of the 
apartheid government. 

After he received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1984, Tutu’s popu¬ 
larity grew among the voteless 
black population at home but be 
earned the wrath of the govern¬ 
ment and many whites for his calls 
for economic sanctions against 
South Africa. 

In meetings with the exiled 
leadership of South Africa’s lib* 
esatiori movements. Tutu said that 
while he agreed with their aims, te 
could not associate himself with 
the strategy of armed straggle- 

Tutu made it clear that he was * 
back in the thick of things when 
Nelson Mandela was inaugurated 
as the first black presidentin,1994, 
proclaiming at the swearing-in 
ceremony that South Africans 
were the "rainbow-people of 
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It in* quite diffcult to become 21 
learned scholar, but to become 
a true buman being is almost 
impossible. 

Persian Proverb 


Cholesterol Control Keeps 
Bypass Arteries Open 



NEWS FR0MJ11E 
WORLD OF MEDICINE 


HEARTENING REPORTS 


MONTREAL — Cutting bad 
cholesterol by 25 to 47 percent can 
significantly extend the length of 
time that heart bypass surgery is 
effective, according to a study 
published recently in New 
England Journal of Medicine. 

The research examined the 
speed with which veins, taken 
from the leg and stitched into the 
heart to bypass dogged arteries, 
eventually become dogged them¬ 
selves by new cholesterol depos¬ 
its. 

The problem is important be¬ 
cause. "withinTO to 12 years after 
surgery, cholesterol has narrowed 
30 to 40 percent of the bypass 
grafts,, past research has shown. - 

Aggressive cholesterol control 
can reduce that percentage signifi¬ 
cantly. but administering medi¬ 
cine that prevents blood clots docs 
not help new heart vessels stay 
open longer, the study suggests. 

This study provides a definitive 
answer to the question of whether 
coronary bypass grafts respond to 
cholesterol lowering, said Dr. 
Claude Lenfant. director of the 
Canadian National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute, which funded 
the test. 

Dr. Lucies Campeau. senior 
cardiologist at the Montreal Heart 
Institute and chairman of the clini¬ 


cal trial, said low cholesterol diets 
only reduce cholesterol levels in 
heart disease patients by three to 
fouF percent. 

To reduce cholesterol levels by 
the 30 to 35 percent needed to pro-- 
long-the benefits of heart bypass 
surgery, intensive treatment with 
cholesterol-lowering agents was 
needed, he told a news conference. 

' Primary' physicians arc some¬ 
what afraid to use it, but with time 
they will learn that it is a very safe 
drug, he said. 

The ami-cholesterol drugs used 
in the study were lovastatin, sold 
under the brand name mcvacor by 
Merck Co. and cholestyramine, 
sold under lire brand name ques- 
iran by Bristol-Myers Squibb. 

Campeau said it was 
astonishing that only a fraction of 
coronary patients actually knew 
what their cholesterol levels were. 
That information, and steps taken 
to significantly lower those levels, 
would help eliminate many pa¬ 
tients' need for second heart by¬ 
pass operations. - 

Of the 15.000 heart bypass op¬ 
erations each year in Canada, 
about 10 percentarc re-operations, 
Campeau said. About one million 
such surgeries arc done in the 
United States annually at a cost of 
ovcrS!5 billion. 
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If we can reduce that number 
by 40 percent I think that is quite 
a saving, Campeau said. 

The team of U.S. and Canadian 
researchers studied 1.351 volun¬ 
teers. Some were given enough, 
medicine to bring their levels of 
bad cholesterol — also known as 
low density lipoprotein, orLDL - 
below 95 milligrams per deciliter 
ofblood. The rest received enough 
medication to drop their choles¬ 
terol levels to less than 140. 


The national cholesterol educa¬ 
tion program advises people with 
heart disease to lower their levels 
of bad cholesterol to below 100. 

The patients also were in¬ 
structed to take either a placebo or 
the anti-clotting drug warfarin. 

At the beginning of the study 
and about four years later, doctors 
measured the size of the opening 
of the bypass grafts. 

They found 39 percent of the 
grafts had started to clog in pa¬ 
tients whose cholesterol levels had 
fallen by a moderate amount, com¬ 
pared with 27 percent of the grafts 
among those who got the larger 
dose of anti-cholesterol medicine. 

The warfarin treatment made 
no difference. Warfarin is the ge¬ 
neric name for coumadin, sold by 
Dupont Pharma, a subsidiary of 
Dupont Merck, a privately-held 
company. 

(Reuter) 


L Vitamin E Update. Naturally 
ocurring in many vegetable oils, 
including olive oil, vitamin E is 
reputedly a beneficial element in 
the Mediterranean diet. Now, ac¬ 
cording to the British Journal Lan¬ 
cet, researchers following 2000 
patients with advanced heart 
problems have concluded that 
high intake of vitamin E dramati¬ 
cally reduces heart-attack risk. 

During the 18-month Cam¬ 
bridge Heart Antioxidant Study, 
the participants took their regular 
medication. One-half were also 
given large doses of vitamin E, 
and the others got placebos. At the 
end of that period die number of 
heart attacks in the vitamin E 
group was only one-quarter that 
of die placebo group. In other 
words, the vitamin reduced the 
heart-attack risk by 75 percent. 

Moreover, the group receiving 
E the same risk of heart attack 
as propie not suffering from heart 
disease. The treatment was also 
more effective than current regi¬ 
mens of aspirin and cholesterol- 
lowering drugs. 

Says Cambridge University re¬ 
searcher Morris Brown: “The 
Mediterranean diet has been a 
model of healthful eating for 
years, but no one has ever been 
sure why. Now we can confi¬ 
dently say that vitamin E protects 
against heart attacks." 

//. Sexual Activity. Cardido- 


Why Does Your Mouth Water 
When You Smell Food? 


Mo ur mouth waters because 
^ smell of food starts 

youraigestion going. The “water" 
that comes into your mouth is not 
really water at all. It's a digestive 
juice called saliva (suh-LIE-vuh). 

There is always some saliva in 
your mouth. When you cat a lot 
more of it flows in to start digest¬ 
ing your food. 

But you don't have to pul food 
into your mouth to start the saliva 
flowing. Just the smell of good 


food is enough. In fact, you can 
make your mouth water without 
even seeing or smelling food. Wail 
until you’re very hungry' and then 
think of your favorite food. Bet 
your mouth waters! 

Paolov was a scientist who con¬ 
ducted a research which showed 
that by training a dog to come to 
you for food as soon as it hears the 
sound of a bell, the dog’s mouth 
will water whenever il hears that 
bell ring. 


(Courtesy Reeder’s Digest! 
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gists have frequently maintained 
that sexual intercourse in familiar 
surroundings with one’s spouse 
puts no more stress on the heart 
than climbing a flight of stairs. 
Now a recent study of 85.8 male 
and female heart-attack survivor* 
reinforces that belief. 

According to findings publish¬ 
ed in tb e Journal of the American 
Medical Association, heart pa¬ 
tients who engage in sexual activ¬ 
ity needn't worry that the exertion 
wall trigger a heart attack. In fact, 
the heart-attack risk for such peo¬ 
ple is 20 in a million. 

Dr. James E. Muller, director 
of the Kentucky Heart Institute, 
and collaborators at Harvard 
Medical School also found that 
heart patients engaging in regular, 
moderate exercise faced an even 
lower risk from sexual activity. 

SKY DOC 

When medical emergencies 
occur on airplanes, a first-aid kit 
may not be enough. This year 
British Airways plans to test a 
next-generation improvement: a 
doctor who monitors a patient's 
condition from the ground via sat¬ 
ellite transmission. 

The “telemedicine” link 
shows vital signs such as pulse, 
blood pressure, temperature and 
oxygen in the blood. Working 
with the airline’s system, which 
provides phone and fox service, 
the link allows continuous two- 
way communication between the 
plane and the airport. 

To monitor a passenger, flight 
attendants — who have under¬ 
gone basic medical training — 
first attach sensors. A monitoring 
unit then plugs into the aircraft's 
satellite-communications system. 
The doctor on the ground would 
receive the signals through a com¬ 
puter and decide whether the pa¬ 
tient could safely be treated by the 
crew, or if an emergency landing 
is necessary. 

AT THE HEALTH CLUB 

A recent study invovling 13 
young, fit volunteers shewed that 
using a treadmill burned more 
calories than using five other ex¬ 
ercise machines. 

Researchers from Milwau¬ 
kee’s Medical College of Wiscon¬ 
sin 8nd the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center found that exer¬ 
cising on a treadmill at a some¬ 
what high level of effort burned 
705 calories an hour compared 
with 62/ on the stair machine; 
606 on the rower, 595 on the 
cross-country ski machine; 509 
on a stationary bicycle with 
handlebars that require a pushing 
and pulling motion; and 498 on a 
regular stationary bike. Re¬ 
searchers caution that the findings 
might not apply to the elderly or 
people in poor shape. 

While all the machines were 
good for improving and maintain¬ 
ing fitness. Dr. Pietro Tonino, 
chief of sports medicine at Loyola 
University Medical Center, says 
the study shows him that people 
don’t need to spends lots of money 
to exercise. “It shows the benefit 
of gang out and simply walking. ** 
fCourtesy Reader's Digest) 
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TODAY IN 
HISTORY 




1503 - Casa Coni rata cion 
board of trade is formed in Spain 
to deal with affairs in America. 

1839 - Chile wins-battle of 
Yungay against Peru-Bolivian 
Federation, resulting in dissolu¬ 
tion of that union. 

1887 - New Zealand an¬ 
nexes Kermadec 1 islands in Pa¬ 
cific. U.S. Seifttle approves 
leasing Pearl Harbqr in Hawaii as 
Naval Base. 

1925 - Soviet Uitpon and Ja¬ 
pan form alliance. Britain and 
China sign treaty of Peking. 

1957 - South Africa denies 
port facilities to Indian vessels in 
retaliation for Indian sanctions 
against South Africa. 

1958 - Soviet Union threat¬ 
ens Greece with economic sanc¬ 
tions if it agrees to the Install:* jn 
of NATO missile bases on Greek 
territory. 

19G4 - British forces quell 
mutinies of Tanganyika rifles and 
troops in Uganda and Kenya. 

1968 - President A refs re¬ 
gime in Iraq is deposed, and new 
government is formed under Al- 
Bakr. 

198G - Crowds cheer and 
dance in streets after apparently 
bloodless inilitarv coup that ousts 
Lesotho's auilionurian p irae 
Minister Leahua Jonathan. 

1989 - George Bush, be¬ 
comes the 41st president 01 :i : 
United Stales. 


1990 - Soviet tn>ops storm 
Azerbaijani capital of Baku, leav¬ 
ing dozens dead and wounded, as 
President Mikhail Gorbachev de¬ 
fends action on national televi¬ 
sion. 

1991 - In Moscow, hundreds 
of thousands ol Soviet citizens 
protest bloody crackdown on 
Lithuania and demand resigna¬ 
tion of Gorbachev. 


1992 - Two former East 
German border guards are con¬ 
victed in last killing at Berlin 
Wall. 

199-1 - V\ashinglon D.C. is 
brought to a standstill as people 
respond to pleas to cutback power 
10 avoid blackouts throughout the 
nation's frigid eastern half. At 
least 101 cold-related deaths have 
been reported. 
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Britain Faces Mounting 
Pressure Over Flexible Europe 


BRUSSELS — Britain will come 
under fresh pre s sure here not to 
place road blocks m front of otoer 
European Union states that want to 
take die fast track to deeper 
integration. 

Plans to mate new, “flexible” 
structures that will allow groups of 
countries to forge ahead without 
waiting for their more reluctant 
partners, have emerged as the key 
issue in the Intergovernmental 
Conference (ICQ on tfaeEU’s fa- 
tan shape. 

The negotiations, which are 
due to be condudedat a summit of 

Chirac Mulls 
Live Television 
Appearance 



EU leaders in Amsterdam, enter a 
critical phase when foreign minis¬ 
ters bold their first in-depth debate 
on flexible integration. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major has publicly backed die 
principle as the only realistic way 
of accomodating the sharply dif¬ 
fering ambitions of member states 
— differences which will inevita¬ 
bly increase as the EU expands 
from a bloc of 15 to one of 25 or 
more over the next decade. 

But, crucially, London is only 
willing to allow its partners to go 
ahead with deepened cooperation 
in areas where all EU states have 
given a green light. 

France and Germany will spell 
out clearly Monday, that this stance 
is unacceptable and that they will 
not allow Britain to retain a veto 
over their cooperation. 

- “If the British make flexibility 
too- difficult (in the EU) then we 
will do it somewhere rise,” com¬ 
mented a senior French official. 

“Why should we be prevented 
from cooperating with Germany 
because, far example, Britain and 
Spam have differences over Gi¬ 
braltar. ” British officials however 
reject the suggestion that by retain¬ 
ing a veto on the application of 


flexibility, London would be con¬ 
stantly putting its foot on the 
brakes, Britain’s opt-outs from 
European social legislation and the 
single currency are examples of 
existing flexible arrangements. 

' “We have accepted flexibility 
in the past, so why would we not 
accept it in the future,** said a 
senior official. 

Britain’s concern about flexi¬ 
bility reflects concern that it could 
be used to create a permanent EU 
“hard core” based on those coun¬ 
tries which adopt the angle cur¬ 
rency in 1999 —a view that is not 
confined to Britain. 

Spain and Sweden have ex¬ 
pressed similar concerns and the 
European Commission, while 
backing flexibility in principle, 
has suggested strict rules that 
would greatly curtail the scope for 
it to be applied in practice. 

* These include a requirement 
that a “substantial majority” of 
EU states would have to be in¬ 
volved in each case of flexible 
cooperation. The commission also 
wants the right to block moves to 
cooperation it considers would un¬ 
dermine the cohesion of the union 
as a whole. 

(AFP) 


PARIS — President Jacques 
Chirac, struggling with low 
ipproval ratings in the polls, may 
stake a live television address 
sarly next week on dm topic of 
udicial reform, the French daily 
> Monde said . 

A presidential aide had no com¬ 
ment on the report. 

The government initiative to re¬ 
view judicial independence was 
umouDced by Qnxac during his 
tost live television appearance on 
[ D ecembe r 12, 

Questioned about a rash of 
deaze probes into all of the major 
political parties in c l udi ng his own 
SauIIist rally for the republic. 
Chime said he had instructed die 
jovenuoettf to name a commission 
o review das workings of the jus- 
ice system. 

Just 36 percen t of the French 
people approved of the cooserative 
Chirac’s actions as president, ac- 
xsrdtng to the latest Gallup survey 
for the weekly L'Express, while 
52 percent disapproved. 

The ratings of Chirac and 
Prime Minister Alain Jufpe have 
been bard hit tv public austerity 
policies and record unBrepto yment 
of 12.7 percent. a***) 


Elections in Mali 
From March to June 


BAMAKO — Presidential, 
legislative and local elections will 
be in Mali from Match to 
Jane, H was announced here alter 
a cabinet meeting. 

According to an official com¬ 
munique, the first round of legis¬ 
lative elections in this West 
African country will be held on 
March 9 and the second round on 
March 23. 

Presidential elections will be 
held on May 4, with the runoff 
round on May 18_ 

The election of local councils 
has been set for June i. 

The government also named 30 
members of the Independent Na¬ 
tional Electoral Commission 
charged with overseeing the elec¬ 
tions. 

The commission includes eight 
members of the administration ap¬ 
pointed tty the government and 
eight civilians proposed fay relig¬ 
ious leaders, associations of mag¬ 
istrates and lawyers, human rights 
bodies and nongovernmental or¬ 
ganizations for wo men. 


The remaining 14 places are 
taken by politicians, seven each 
from the majority and opposition 
parties. 

The fixture assembly will have 
147 deputies as against the current 
114, in which the alliance for de¬ 
mocracy in Mali (Adema) holds 
the majority with 72 seats. 

Mali, one of the world’s poor¬ 
est countries, had 35 years of sin- 
gle-party rule until its first free 
elections in 1992, which brought 
President Alpha OumarKonare to 
power. t*** 
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In Name of God 


Computer Electronics Tender Notice 

lie liaison Office for foe Irrigation Improvement Project of foe 
linistry of Agricufture intends to purchase computers, modems, 
n o t pfcwy , printers and computer accessories through local tender. 
Iiose in participating in foe tender and are certified by 

!ie “htiomtatique Council” are invited to pick up specifications, 
amis and conditions of the tender from foe Liaison Office from 8:00 
m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday February l, 1997 (Bahman 13 ,1375). 
he office, tie. 53, Hofflojoon Street, Vdi As, Tehran. Islamic Repbulic of tarn 
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Norwegian PHI to 

Visit NATO 
Headquarters Next 

Week 

OSLO — Norwegian Prime 
Minister Thoibjoem Jagland will 
visit NATO headquarters on 
January 22 where he will meet 
with the alliance’s commander in 
chief; General Geoige Joulwan, 
and Secretary-General Javier 
Sfdana the premier's office said. 

Du ring a visit to NATO offices 
in Mods, Jagland will be briefed 
by Joulwan on NATO’s internal 
reform process, preparations for 
the body’s eastern expansion, and 
the status of its operations in Bos¬ 
nia and the development of the 
partnership for peace program. 

The Norwegian Labour leader 
will then travel to NATO head¬ 
quarters in Brussels, where he will 
hold talks with Solana. 

The following day, Jagland will 
meet with EU commissioners Ritt 
Bjcrregaard of Denmark and Erkki 
Liikanen of Finland before attend¬ 
ing a dinner hosted by Solaria in 
his honor. ***** 


Gerry Adams Told No V.S. Visa 
Without Cease-fire Gesture 


LONDON — U.S. authorities 
have told Gcny Adams, the leader 
of Sinn Fein, the IRA’s political 
arm. that he will not be given a 
visa for the United States until he 
moves to reinstate a cease-fire 
called off almost a year ago. the 
Sunday Times reported. 

The paper said recent contacts 
between Sinn Fein and the ad¬ 
ministration of President Bill 
Clinton had been tense because of 
the IRA’s continue involvement in 
violence. 

The Sunday Tunes said Adams 
had been planning to visit the 
United Stales in February an d 
U.S. officials had been ap¬ 
proached in December to find out 
whether he would be granted a 
visa. The paper said Adams had 
been turned down and had been 
forced to abandon his travel plan. 

Sinn Fein confirmed that 
Adams had considered visiting the 
United States in February to pro¬ 
mote his autobiography “Before 



British Millennium Exhibition to Go 
Ahead After Tory and Labour Deal 


LONDON — An agreement was 
reached late Friday between the 
government and the opposition 
Labour Party to ensure that the 
threatened millenium exhibition 
can go ahead, the Department of 
National Heritage said. 

The announcement was a posi¬ 
tive resolution to a torrid debate 
about whether the 700-800 million 
pourri (SI. 1-1.2 billion) scheme 
should go ahead, paving the way 
for a celebration aimed at bringing 
thousands of tourists to Britain. 

Earlier. Prime Minister John 
Major had criticized Labour for its 


refusal to give unqualified backing 
to the scheme if the opposition 
party wins the next general elec¬ 
tion. which must be held before 
May 1 this year. 

The organizers said the exhibi¬ 
tion would fail without Labour 
support as financial backers would 
be scared off. 

The huge structure planned for 
Greenwich in southeast London to 
house the exhibition will be a fu¬ 
turistic dome with 100 meter (330 
fool) masts and spectacular views 
of London and the River Thames. 

(AFP) 


the Dawn”. Bui the party said 
Adams had given up the idea be¬ 
cause of the approaching general 
elections in Britain. 

“There arc no plans for Gcny 
to navel anywhere until the elec¬ 
tion is oul of the way,” a Sinn 
Fein spokesman said. 

“He had considered traveling to 
the U.S. in February to launch his 
book but it was decided in the 
New Year that Gerry would not 
travel outside the country before 
the general election —John Major 
could call one at any time,’,’ the 
spokesman said, adding: “There¬ 
fore, there has been no application 
for a visa to the U.S. ” 

Adams’s last visit to the United 
States was in March last year 
barely a month after the IRA 
ended a 17-momh cease-fire after 
accusing Britain of blocldng the 
peace process by insisting that 
paramilitary forces should disarm 
before all-party settlement talks. 
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• For those who suffer from backache, waist 
disk, and waist arteriosclerosis 

• Prevents any deformation in the spinal 
cord 

• Maintains right biomechanic position of 
die spinal cord 

• Decreases the pressure on the disks be¬ 
tween the adjacent vertebrae, when sitting, 
it can be used in the house, office, and 
automobile 
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New Generation of Telephones Small, 
Light and Multifunctional 


LAS VEGAS — Telephone manu¬ 
facturers have built a unit so s m all 
it fits in the palm of your hand and 
others so big it can get e-mail off 
the Internet while making video 
calls to die office. 


to help direct rural ambulance 
drivers. 

“They could be looking for 
someone in the middle of nowhere 
and get lost. With this, I can track 
them to within 200 feet (60 meters) 


"They could be looking for someone m the middle of nowhere 
and get lost. With this, 2 can track them to within 200 feet 
(60 meters) of where they are and teU them by radio how to 
get where they want to go.” 


And Samsung's next generation 
tag pager will have a tracking 
system so precise that it can 
pinpoint the location of the person 
carrying the pager. 

Designed to help maintenance 
operations keep track of workers, 
Robert Stevenson of American 
Messaging Services said it also 
appeals to employers who want foil 
control over their employers. 

Robert Brooks, of CTS 
Americom of Lexington, 
Kentucky, said he uses die system 


of where they are and tell them by 
radio bow to get where they want 
to go,” Brooks said. 

The stars of the four-day 
consumer electronics show here, 
which attracted 1,800 exhibitors 
and 80,000 participants, were 
Motorola’s $1,000 Startac phone 
and die Cidco Videotelephone — 
the $500 Iphone. 

Weighing in at three ounces and 
worn on die hip like a pager, the 
Startac 8600 has a message 
answering machine, two-line color 


display screen and, with an 
attachment, can send and receive 
faxes. 

“In electronics, and especially 
telephones, 'mine is smaller than 
yours’ is considered bragging,” 

said Jim Barry, a spokesman for the 

Consumer Electronics 

Manufacturers Association 
(CEMA). 

In 1995, CEMA estimates that 
20 percent of households had 
cellular phones, and eight percent 
had pagers. By January 1997, the 
number jumped to 34 percent with 
phones and 28 percent with pagers. 

Nothing comes close to the 
Startac in terms of size, flexibility 


though significantly cheaper — 
look like evolutionary throwbacks. 

The ‘Iphone’ probably is at this 
point more of a novelty item for 
upscale tech trendsetters but could 
also appeal to those who are 
Internet phobic but want the ease of 
e-mail. 

The 19-centimeter (7.4-inch) 
screen with a pullout keyboard has 
a one-touch button to hook up to the 
Internet, caller Id, and needs no 
additional software or hardware 
installation yet can still handle 
Internet graphics. 

The video telephone made its 
debut at the 1964 world’s fair in 
New Yoiic and eventually made it 


*T understand why bosses would like this . You can'tjcaR m 
sick and not be at home* But by the same token, I may not 
want to have to worry about looking good to answer the 
telephone.” 


and clarity in a cellular phone. By 
comparison other phones —* 
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During a recent summit, its chairman said that the world is sliding toward ntajor environmental 
dashes because people have failed to use resources like water more wisely since the 1992 
Earth Summit. He said, “Environment and resource-related issues are going to become 
tremendous sources of conflict." The picture above shows Ataturk Dam. A giant plug, it 
contains the Euphrates River, fating a reservoir expected to hold more than ten times the volume 
of die Sea of Gelflee. Ataturk anchors Turkey's Southeastern Anatolia Project, a plan that 
centers on 22 dams and 19 power plants in the Tigris-Euphrates, Syria and Iraq watch anxiously 
for reduced flow. Both complained of shortages of water and power in 1990, when Turkey 
held back die river to begin filling the Ataturk reservoir. 


into the upper echelon business 
world with e whopping $50,000 
price tag. 

As the device has become more 
user friendly and looking to capture 
a more mainstream audience, the 
price has come down while the 
number of functions and ease of use 
has increased. 

C-Phone Corp. has put out 
C-Phone Home, a set-top box that 
will sell for $350 dollars when it 
hits the stores next month. It has a 
modem and digital camera and 
connects like a VCR to die TV and 
a microphone in the remote 
control. 

Business people here 
immediately responded to the 
utility ofbeing able to hold ‘virtual’ 
face-to-face conversation while 
others saw it as yet another invasion 
of privacy. 

“I understand why bosses would 
like this Yoa can’t ca ll in sick and 
not be at hone. But fay die same 
token, I may not want to have to 
worry about looking good to 
answer the telephone,” said one 
shopper for an accessory retailer 

Philips Electronics, which has 
been making screen phones for 
more than four years, is unveiling 
this spring its new P200 model 
($375) that also offers Vfebsuifing, 
e-mail and a built-in smart card 
reader for Internet shopping. 

(AFP) 



HANOVER, GERMANY (January 14): Female gorilla Katbf ca¬ 
resses her rrewbom male baby m their compoand of the Hanover 
Zoo. The little gorilla, weighing 2 kilograms, was bom January 
10th. According to statistics, the Hanover Zoo sees the highest 
gorilla birth rate in Europe. 

_ (AFP PHOTO) 



DIJON , France —- A group of 
French pensioners is to set up an 
“electronic cemetery” on the 
World Wide Wfeb from next moofii, 
to allow relatives and friends to pay 
their respects at virtual tombstones 
erected for their late beloved. 

The Web site, accessible 24 
hours a day from anywhere in the 
world, will contain details ranging 
from a ample family tree to voice, 
photo and video recordings of the 
dear deceased. 

“Many pensioners know that 
they will leave friends, sometimes 
scattered around the world, unable 
to gc and pray at their grave, who 


3*»$5gs mk! 

will therefore stop thinking about 
them,” said Jean Roller, the 
70-year-old behind the rite. 

The rite is due to be available 
from February 1, and the 
aggnrfa rinn is currently organizing 
die gathering and recording of 
information of its first residents. 

“Those who knew the deceased 
will be able, with a simple PC, to 
celebrate the memory of a person 
they loved, even from the other end 
of the world. That is why we are 
calling it a ’virtual cemetery 1 ,” 
saidRoDet 
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Radio Free Asia to Broadcast to Burma, Vietnam 


National 


WASHINGTON - Radio Free 
Asia, the controversial oew U.S. 
government-funded broadcasting 
service transmitting to China and 
Tibet, said it will add services to 
Burma and Vietnam next month. 

Richard Richter, president of 
the service, said the direct Burma 
transmissions will begin February 
3, featuring a half-hour format of 
breaking news and more extended, 
magazine-style news reporting. 

On February 5, the service will 
begin "exactly the same scenario" 
of programing for Vietnam. 

"The ideas is to come on before 
the beginning of the Tef, on the 
seventh," he said in an interview. 
"It’s a time of celebration and 
we’ll horn in on iL" 

Richter said the Burma broad¬ 
casts will be heard between 7-8 
a.m_ and 9-10:30 p.m., while in 
Vietnam they will air between 
5:30-6:30 a.m. and 9-10 p.m. 

The service anticipates having 
three transmitters functioning 


each hour to Burma, and four for 
Vietnam. 

The Voice of America prob¬ 
ably will annoimce the frequen¬ 
cies so listeners can tune in a day 
before the broadcasts begin, he 
said. 

Heading the Burmese service is 
So Thiii, a former Burmese diplo¬ 
mat, he said. Bicb Nguyen, a 
scholar and writer on arts and pub¬ 
lic affairs, wiD direct the Vietnam 
service. 

Radio Free Asia is technically 
a private corporation but is funded 
by about $10 minion annuallym 
federal government grants. 

Congress has charged Radio 
Free Asia with broadcasting news 
and information in eight lan¬ 
guages to Asia: Mandarin, Ti¬ 
betan, Cantonese, Burmese. 
Korean, Khmer. Laotian and Viet¬ 
namese. 

The first broadcasting, in Man¬ 
darin to China, began last Septem¬ 
ber 30; the Tibetan-language 


service was added on December 1. 

Beijing condemns the direct 
broadcasts to the mainland as UjS. 
interference in its internal af£dr& 

Washington defends die serv¬ 
ice as a means of delivering news 
and information to Asian coun¬ 
tries where such information is 
controlled. 

Richter said there had been 
concerns about whether the signal 
was being blocked in China, bat 
monitoring studies indicated tint 
the'China service "has been well 
heard sinc6 we’ve been on the air." 

"Each day the reception has 
been at a four level, which means 
good, and sometimes it’s been at 
five; which means excellent.” 

Monitors for the Mandarin 
service are in Beijing, Shangh ai 
and Hong Kong, while those fbr 
the Tibetan-language broadcasts 
are in Katmandu, Islamabad and 
New Delhi. 
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iied Cross Provides for 


U.S. Sees North Korean Food 


Peru Hostages’ Needs 



UMA, Peru: A Peruvian child joins a march demanding the release of the hostages from the residence 
of the Japanese ambassador in lima. 


. LIMA — In the 31 days since 
Tnpac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) gunmen 
stormed a cocktail party at the 
Japanese ambassador's residence, 
the Red Cross has delivered 
everything from food and water to 
chess sets and guitars, the 
organization said. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) has tried 
to provide everything hostages 
held by Marxist rebels in Peru 
might need to ease their ordeal 
during the month-long siege. 

In food alone, the Geneva- 
based Red Cross has taken 7,402 


meals into the besieged diplomatic 
mansion, including 1,531 Japa¬ 
nese-style dishes to suit the pal¬ 
ates of the dozens of captives from 
Japan. 

Hostages have been given 997 
articles of clean clothing to re¬ 
place the elegant outfits they wore 
to the reception, and toothbrushes, 
razors, soap and shaving cream to 
keep up appearances. 

Cigarettes, books, playing 
cards and board games have been 
ferried into die residence to help 
pass the long hours of captivity, 
the ICRC added. 

Released hostages have praised 


_ (UBRAKY PHOTO) 

the work of Red Cross workers, in 
particular the tegular deliveries of 
messages from family members. 
A total of 2,641 tetters have been 
exchanged between hostages and 
relatives since the crisis began, the 
Red Cross said. 

The rebels held 73 hostages on 
Friday, down from more than 500 
at the time the residence was 
seized, including top government 
and security force officials, doz¬ 
ers of Japanese businessmen and 
diplomats and the younger brother 
of Peru’s President, Alberto Fuji- 


Crisis in Three-to-Four Months 



TOKYO — The United States 
believes North Korea is likely to 
suffer a critical food crisis in the 
next three to four months, raising 
an urgent need for regional talks 
on refugee and other problems, a 
press report said. 

"We have some analysis that 
suggests that literally in die next 
three to four months, (North) Ko¬ 
rean food slocks will be close to 
exhausted," a senior tf.S. admini¬ 
stration official told Kyodo News 
in Washington. 

"We are receiving certain kinds 
of information from both private 
and public sources that indicate 
food supplies m North Korea are 
reaching crucial and critical lim¬ 
its," said the official who asked 
not to be named. 

The reclusive Communist na¬ 
tion has been suffering food short- 

a«« fhllnwinff flrwic in 


1995, and has received several 
shipments of UN food aid and 
ot h e r humanitarian 

The official said die situation 
required urgent consultations with 
North Korea. 

"We are looking at a much 
shorter-term crisis — not years, but 
the next several months," he said. 

"We are also be ginning dialogs 
with our friends in Japan and else- 
where in the region about develop- 
ments that are bard to predict, such 
as the potential collapse of North 
Korea. 

"We have to be thinki ng about 
the consequences for .systemic 
failure in North Korea, both in 
terms of potential spillover in 
military forces, huge numbers of 
refugees* large humanitarian 
emergencies in terms of delivering 
foods and medicines," the official 

«nid 


His comments came amid an 
gaging of tension. on the Korean 
peninsula after North Korea ex¬ 
pressed its "deep regret" late last 
month over the intrusion into 
South Korean waters of a subma¬ 
rine in September, Kyodo said. 

Pyongyang has indicated its 
readiness 1b take part in a joint 
briefing on proposed four-way 
peace talks among North Korea, 
South Korea, the United Stales, 
and China. 

The U.S.-Sohth Korean brief¬ 
ing for North Korea is set to be . 
held in New York on January 29. 

The mlfa, proposed last April 
by South Korean President Kim 
Yoong-Sam and U.S. President 
Bin Clinton^ flhn to negotiate a 
penuaneiu peace agreement on the. 
peninsula to replace foe armistice 
that ended the 1950-1951Korean 
wan 4Am 


UN Disarmament Talks Switch to Ban on Fissile Materials 


GENEVA — The United Nations 
Disarmament Conference will 
attempt this week to kick-start talks 
fora total ban on the production of 
fissile materials used to make 

Annan Hopes to 
Have Reform 
Package Ready 
by Mid-Summer 

UNITED NATIONS — UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Arman 
'.aid he hopes to have a 
comprehensive reform package 
or the international organization' 
eady by mid-s umm er. 

Arman met with top aides, in¬ 
hiding Maurice Strong, who was 
ppoimed Friday to lead the re- 
orm effort. The United States has 
•een pushing for streamlining the 
JN bureaucracy. Sluggish reform 
fas the stated^eason behind the 
T.S. veto of former Secretaiy- 
Seneral Boutros Boutros-Ghali’s 
econd term. 

UN officials hope that satisfy- 
3 g U.S. demands for greater re¬ 
arm will persuade Washington to 
ay the $1 billion it owes the or- 

On Monday, Annan will meet 
rith Norway’s Development 
finister, Kari Nordhenn-Laisen, 
nd Nordic ambassadors to die 
Tinted Nations to receive a joint 
sport on ways to strengthen die 
rganization’s social mid eco- - 
omic ma n d a te. 

Norwegian officials said the re- 
ort will outline the Scandinavian 
iew on ways to reform the organi- 
ation. ^ 


nuclear weapons. 

Antipersonnel mines are also 
high on the list of priorities for the 
61 countries taking part in die new 
session of the conference opening 
here on Tuesday and which is 
scheduled to last until mid-March. 

After the slow and difficult ne¬ 
gotiation of the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), the 
United States and many other 
members of the 61-nation confer¬ 
ence, are keen to follow that np by 
cutting off the supply of fissile ma¬ 
terial. 

The so-called "cut-off" treaty, 
first floated in 1993, is a logical 
next step in moves to limit the 
spread of nuclear weapons, embod¬ 
ied in the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
which was prolonged indefinitely 
in 1995 and of the CTBT signed by 
138 countries last autumn 

But the negotiations never took 
off and diplomats said India could 
block the talks from the outset after 
already rejecting the CTBT last 
year. 

The problem is that a ban on 
fissile materials is seen by coun¬ 
tries in the "sooth" as a way of 
legitimising the nuclear monopoly 
of the five declared nuclear pow¬ 
ers: United States, Russia, France, 
Britain and China. 

"India and Pakistan don't want 
it. They want to go on building up 
their stocks of fissile materials," a 
diplomat said. 

New Delhi vetoed the CTBT 
Accord in Geneva last summer and 
almost succeeded in burying iL But 
the treaty was saved by a diplo¬ 
matic ploy in which it was put to 
the vote in the UN National Assem¬ 


bly in New York. 

"India has learned its lesson 
from the CTBT. It knows that it 
most impose its veto at the outset 
in order to succeed, because it wiD 
not be able to do so at the end,” the 
diplomat said. 

India is likely to be supported 
by Pakistan and other non-aligned 
nations. Like India, Pakistan has 
the capacity to make a nuclear 
bomb mid likewise did not sign the 
CTBT. 

The non-aligned group wants to 
tie a ban on fissile materials to a 


commitment on total nuclear disar¬ 
mament —a position which the big 
five reject. 

John Holum, the director of the 
U.S. Arms Control and Disarma¬ 
ment Agency, said recently: "The 
conference on disarmament must 
again break free of artificial link¬ 
ages that, in this case, would hold 
even the beginning of formal 
FMCT (Fissile Materials Control 
Treaty) negotiations hostage to 
other agendas such as a preor¬ 
dained schedule for eliminating all 
nuclear weapons. ” The talks 


could be stalled before they even 
get started. "We face a gridlock," 
another diplomat commented. 

The second major item on the 
conference agenda is a ban on anti¬ 
personnel mines most of whose 
victims are civilians. 

• Lengthy negotiations on-these 
mines which kill or maim 500 peo¬ 
ple every week, led to a compro¬ 
mise agreement last year under 
which detectable mines which self- 
destruct after a few months con¬ 
tinue to be allowed. 

Canada launched an initiative to 


group countries which have ex¬ 
pressed support for a ban on the 
production, export, sfie and stock¬ 
ing of antipersonnel mines. .... 

Bat key jeonntries like China, 

' India and Russia have declined to 
cooperate.: ! 1 

Western countrieswant the dis¬ 
armament conference, which did 
not handle the mines talks, to open 
negotiations to persuade China, In¬ 
dia and Russia to support a total 
ban on antipersonnel mines. 

"It wilJ be long and tough,” oik 
diplomat said . (AFP) 


Chino Colls For 
Support for Poor Hit 
by Failures of 
State-Owned Firms 

BEIJING — Chinese Vice 
Premier Wu Bangguo has called 
for support for workers who have 
not been paid for mnnthg because 
of the financial problems of 
state-o wned~fi rms, newspapers 
said. 

Wu, a member of tire Commu¬ 
nist Party Politburo, called cm of¬ 
ficials to provide "minimum 
salary to workers who are em¬ 
ployed, a minimum subsidy to 
those who were laid off; and spe¬ 
cial aid to people in serious diffi¬ 
culty. " According to official 
es tim a t e s , China has some 12 mil¬ 
lion people classified as new ur¬ 
ban poor, most of whom have been 
fired or laid off by state-run firms 
which are struggling with massive 
debts. 



Some 65 million people in 
China, most in the countryside, are 
classified as living below the pov¬ 
erty line. 


The state sector employs 100 cal l ed fora resolutionof theprub^ - 

million people, with 20 million of _ lems cf ^salaried workera and for 
them considered surplus workers. "solutions to reclrasify surplus 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin ■ workers.".-. ' (AFT) 
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Small Independent Filmmakers TechilOlog 

Crowding Big Hollywood Studios I Inventing History 




LOS ANGELES — After 
pumping millions of dollars Into 
stars’ salaries and computerized 
special effects, Hollywood’s 
moguls are watching low-budget 
films walk off with top critics’ 
awards. 

In a slap in the face to Holly¬ 
wood’s big studios, the recent Los 
Angeles Critics Awards, New 
York Film Critics Awards and 
others have given the lion’s share 
of its top prizes to independent 
filmmakers' productions like “Se¬ 
crets and Lies,” "Breaking the 
Waves ," and V Shine ." The most 
coveted prize here, of course, 
comes at the academy awards in 
March. Oscars bestow prestige 
and can boost a movie’s box-of¬ 
fice take by 25 percent or more. 

Last year, Italy’s "The Post¬ 
man " was made on a four million 
dollar budget After several Oscar 
nominations it went on to gross 80 
motion dollars — even before go¬ 
ing to video. 

By comparison, Hollywood's 
top stars command 20 million dol¬ 
lars a movie, pushing film costs 
upward of 60 million dollars, with 
"Waterworld" bolding the heavy¬ 
weight tide of 120 million dollars. 

Theaters are increasingly mak¬ 
ing room for movies made by 
Australians, British and this year 
the Danes, though Hollywood still 
likes the homegrown “feelgood" 
movies like “Jerry Maguire ‘ ’ and 
"Michael" Wlib’s to blame for 
Hollywood losing ground? Round 
up the usual suspects: screenwrit¬ 
ing by committee, A-list stars with 
final say on a script and studios 
that dumb down scripts (“The 
Scarlet tetter " got a happy end¬ 
ing). 

Actress Lynn Redgrave, who in 
"Shine " played the wife of a con¬ 
ceit pianist emerging from more 
than a decade of mental illness to 
musical greatness, said inde¬ 


pendents succeed because they re¬ 
main faithful to a vision. 

“In the studios there are too 
marry cooks,” she said. “’Let’s 
have a survey and see if these 
demographics work best. Whoops, 
let’s change the ending, let’s 
change the beginning. Let’s cast 
somebody totally different ’ 
’Tor independents, particularly of 
course in Australia, once you've 
raised the money — and it may 
take forever to raise the money — 
they let you make your film." 
"Secrets and Lies ” director Mike 
Leigh said at the Los Angeles 
Critics Awards where he won the 
slot for best director that he finds 
nothing wrong with what Holly¬ 
wood does, as long as he doesn't 
have to do iL 

“I don’t really think — and I 
say this with no disrespect to any¬ 
body — that it would be possible 
to make (my) film within the so- 
called ‘system* here,” Leigh said. 

Redgrave said she hoped the 
success of independent films 
might spur Hollywood to call off 
its armies of writers and producers 
and instead stand bade and let the 
filmmaker and actors do their 
jobs. 

"Breaking the Waves" pro¬ 
ducer Vibeke Windelov of Den¬ 
mark, who spent four years 
working with director Lars von 
Trier to get the movie made, said 
some studios are trying to do just 
that, though she harbors doubts 
about the end result 

“We worked so hard to be in¬ 
dependent and Lars started the 

film company Zentrope in order to 
have the freedom and inde¬ 
pendence to do whatever he wants 
to do,” she said. “And we are not 
going to give that up." If they 
can’t be hired, goes the Holly¬ 
wood standard, buy them. 

At least two Hollywood studios 
are reported to be taking a close 
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ATHENS, G reec e : Undated recent aerial view of the 
rains of the Lyceum, where famous ancient Greek 
philosopher Aristotle taught Us students some 2,300 
years ago. The Lyceum ruins have been unearthed in 
modern-day downtown Athens, on the building site 
where Athen’s new Goulandris Museum of Modern 
Art is supposed to be erected. Two-thirds of the area 
have already been uncovered. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


look at purchasing tbe seven-year- 
old company October Films, 
which made both V Breaking the 
Waves " and 'Secrets and Des." 
Entertainment Weekly writer Ben¬ 
jamin Svetkey said that most of 
Hollywood’s films come to thea¬ 
ters dead on arrival because of 
mediocre scriptwriting. 

“Who’s responsible for what 
can only be described as the cold¬ 
blooded murder of the great 
American screenplay? Interrogate 
enough witnesses and you’ll find 
that pretty much everyone is a sus¬ 
pect ” No less than 32 writers, 
for instance, worked on "The 
-FIinstones" script while some big 


name actors bring their own writ¬ 
ers to the set Frantic rewriting has 
rendered many movies into in¬ 
comprehensible plots and sloppy 
narrative. 

“A script?” responded director 
Leigh, eyebrows raised and a look 
of disdain on his fece, when asked 
if it remained tree to bus vision. 
Then be uttered what for passes as 
blasphemy in Hollywood: “There 
is no script ”1 make films with no 
script I work six months with the 
actors and the film grows out of 
the work we do. We improvise un¬ 
til we arrive at something that is 
very, very solid.” (AFP) 


C %ma $ (Socitxl (Science S^tcademg 
cQmmcfwes ‘JPurge 


BEUING — China’s leading 
Academy for Social Sciences has 
launched a purge against ideas 
which question the legitimacy of 
the Communist Party, the China 
Daily reported last week. 

“The Chinese Academy of So¬ 
cial Sciences (CASS) will not al¬ 
low theories and opinions that are 
against Marxism, the leadership of 
the party and the People’s Demo¬ 
cratic dictatorship to spread un¬ 
checked," said vice president 
Wang Renzhi. 

Researchers must adhere to 
“the right political theoretical and 
academic orientation,” he said, 
adding that a “large proportion” 
of 1995 research findings had 
failed to serve China’s socialist 
construction. 

The clampdown is a direct re¬ 
sult of President Jiang Zemin’s 
“spiritual civilization” campaign, 
the newspaper said. 

Jiang's campaign is obstcnsibly 
aimed at improving China’s mo¬ 
rality and ethics in a time of 
greatly expanding wealth and 
changes in society, but analysts 


say its real aim is to ensure the 
continuing dominance of the 
Communist Party and prevent the 
political changes that many pre¬ 
dict will follow the Sweeping eco¬ 
nomic reforms. 

Wang’s tone was reminiscent 
of the strong political rhetoric that 
pervaded all facets of intellectual 
life during late party chairman 
Mao Zedong's one hundred flow¬ 
ers campaign, when thousands 
were purged for anti-party 
thought. 

“CASS should serve the dcci- 
sion-making process of the party 
and the government,” Wang said, 
and then quoted the very phrase 
Mao used to launch the purge — 
“let one hundred flowers bloom 
and one hundred schools of 

thought contend. ” China’s eco¬ 
nomic freedoms have expanded 
dramatically since Mao’s 1956 
campaign and the CASS crack¬ 
down is extremely unlikely to 
have as far-reaching effects as its 
predecessors. 

(AFP) 


Sundance Draws Cutting-Edge Movies, 
Slainstream Evecs 


LOS ANGELES —The Sundance 
film festival opened Sunday in 
Utah with 127 films and 
planeloads of hollywood 
executives on the trail of fresh 
faces and hidden box-office gold. 

The festival in the ski resort of 
park city — "Cannes With Snow" 
— has long been considered the 
showplace for independent film¬ 
makers who borrow cameras, use 
friends as actors and turn their 
garages into editing rooms. 

Times have changed. The criti¬ 
cal acclaim and popular appeal of 
festival highlights such as last 
year’s “ Shine ”, “Fargo”, “Lune 

Dcdfy Foodfor. TTiiought^ 

On Action 

J r n every deed of mischief 
Ak had a heart to resolve, 
a head to contrive, and a Hand 
to execute. 

EDWARD GIBSON 
Decline tout Fall o f the 
. Homan E mpire . 


Star”, and '* Trainspotting” have 
turned Sundance into a prime hunt¬ 
ing ground for major studios. 

An estimated 100,000 people 
— twice the number who showed 
up two years ago — are expected 
to attend the 11-day competition 
featuring 71 world premieres and 
34 American debuts. 

Two years ago, there were 250 
entries for the dramatic competi¬ 
tion category. This year, 18 films 
were culled from 600 candidates. 
Even the short films category is 
hot. Sixty were selected from 
1,200 submitted. 

Actor-director Robert Redford 
set up the festival about a decade 
ago to highlight films with a 
slightly bent perspective or dicey 
subject matters that major studios 
might shun. 

Perspectives may still be bent 
and subjects still dicey. But the 
festival now draws mainstream 
studio executives by the hundreds, 
and pricey hotels and restaurants 
are booked well in advance. 

Hollywood seeks talented, vir¬ 
tually unknown directors who will 

(Conidon Pg.14) 


jaSiciieral accounts -of the history of science and technology 
BSBd(or, more narrowly, of inventions) are hardly numer¬ 
ous. The few that are available are also of fairly recent origin. 
Very obviously, the idea of a history of science (where science 
lia« been identified with ColOeon science) and technology 
(identified with industrial technology) could not have ap¬ 
peared much earlier than this century. Not many people even 
know that the word “scientist" (as an analogy to the word 
“artist”) was first used by William Whewefl in 1833! 

Also, most if not all available histories have remained the 
work of Western scholars. This has not been an entirely 
liappy circumstance. On the contrary, It has afflicted these 
histories with certain methodological biases and other infirmi¬ 
ties and biases which hare hod tire effect of reducing them to 
inytliological works of a kind. This is especially so when they 
are studied with regard to aspects or the history of science, 
technology and medicine in (lie non-Westem world. 

It would be useful at this stage to get down to a specific dis¬ 
cussion of some of these fiistories. 

One of die first is a history of technology and engineering; 
written by Dutch historian, RJ.Forbes. Forbes' work appeared 
in 1950 under the title Man tbe Maher. In it, he conceded that 
technology was the uvHk .ofhumankiiid as a whole, and that ^oo 
port of the world can claim to be more innately gifted than any 
other port." A few years later, Forbes produced Ins rich and pro¬ 
digiously detailed Studies m Ancient Tedwology winch set out a . 
remarkable description of the different ted urologies of Aoa, Af¬ 
rica, pre-Columbian America, and Europe. 

However, it is in The Conquest of Nature, that his Eurocentric 
assumptions finally came to (he lore. In that work, (and as the 
tide itself indicates) Forbes went on to subsume the ted urological ■ 
experience of people from diverse cultures under a philosophical 
anthropology that was unmistakably Western, if not Biblical — 
the domination of nature myth originating in Ceneas. And after 
a discussion about (lie grievous consequences of a seriously 
Hawed modem technology, he even proceeded to aid his book 
promising redemption from the technological genie through the 
Christian event of Easter! How does one prescribe a text like this 
to Indian, Chinese or Arab readers? 

Another influential work of about the same period is A His¬ 
tory of Western Technology by a German scholar, Friedrich 
Klcnun. In it, Klcmin endeavored to proride a picture of tech¬ 
nological development in the West in which non-Westem 
ideas and inventions had no bond at all. The English transla¬ 
tion which appeared in 1959 barely mentions Joseph Need¬ 
ham's work on China in the bibliography. Klexnm could not 
have substantiated lus interpretation of Western technological 
development unless he consciously played down, even ig¬ 
nored, non-Westem technology. In fact, tbe only quote on 
Chinese technology in Ktemm’s book is from the Kwan-iinn- 
tsu, the work of a Taoist mystic of the 8th century AJ). 
Klemm paraded it to prove why die alleged r eligi o usl y colored 
oriental rejection of the world in China could not have pro¬ 
vided a stimulus for (lie emergence of science and technology 
in that country! ' 

Tltis distorting Eurocentric perspective continued to hold 
sway even over the more st and ard (five volume) A History of 
Technology edited by Charles Singer, EJ. Hohnyard and AJL 
Ihdl. The first volume of tills weak appeared in the year 
as Joseph Nee dh a m ’s Science and Civilization n China and the j 
editors themselves acknowledged that up to the period of the 
middle ages in Europe, China had the most sophisticated fond 
of technological expertise. Three of die Singer volumes dealt 
w-jth pre-industrial ted urology where logically fltiim (and In¬ 
dia) should have been given major space and (he Western 
ted urological development would have appeared in proper 
ixsrspective ini he nature of an appendix. However, Chinese, 
Inrium and other technologies were completely ignored and ..J 
Western technology made the only foeus of the exercise. ..; \ 

In addition to manifesting- such appalling ignorance of nonp 
Western science and-technology, these histories suffered iil 
another serious methodological limitation: they restricted tiMf^^ 
sdres to a record of artifacts and machines disembedded-fi^ 
tiro latter’s social and cultural contexts. The problem was ere*: 
liutily recognized by some Western scholars diemsdves. 
mayor effort was launched to correct (Ids lrinJ of nanwvjK^ 
siroctivc. hi 1958 Melvin Kranzbcig rounded the Societyibr-ti# 
History of Tedmology which a year later began to pubEsh jute* 
international quarterly called Technology and Odium. 

_ - (TobeCoidJ) 
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The Fish Caught by Industrial Method, Have No Bad Odor and Can Be Consumed in All Seasons 

So «Wi> ffttit nuMMAnfftwl Thwil 

Foreword 

W ater is a vital dement in the lilc 

□r human being. soQ. earth and 


W ater is a vital dement in the life 
of human being, soil, earth and 
whatever living creature on it Water 
forms three-fourth of the earth and in¬ 
cludes over 7,000 species of plants, 
40,000 identified fishes and marine 
i creatures in Otis mysterious world. 

] No one knows for sure, who and 
where, for the first time, caught the first 
fish and used this slippery and rich-in¬ 
protein creature as his food. Experts 
t believe, however, fish has been the first 
food of human being. 

1 The traditional fishing of marine 
J creatures enjoys a 7,000-year back¬ 
ground as an occupation and commer¬ 
cial activity. In the Mediterranean, 
Pacific Ocean and Blade Sea beaches 
and islands, fishing lias been more com¬ 
mon than any other places of the world. 

Before the Industrial Revolution, 
the traditional fishing was widely used 
by the people. They earned their living 
from the sea rather than soil. 

With the emergence of giant and 
equipped fishing vessels, which could 
entrap tens of thousands of fish in their 
J large nets, freeze and package them on 
1 board and send them to tlic new dcsti- 
] nations, a group of fishermen left tltcir 
' £ small boats forever to find other jobs, 
i_ 



The only 36 fishing vessels active in 
industrial fishing sector—and the fact 
that due to their insufficient facilities, 


• goa-nvi own • t • i 


some favored illegal methods of fishing 
P*~ — as using explosives — to continue 
sF their life against the giant fishing ma- 
Epi chines, others resumed fishing with 
a<ji their small nets. 

Nowadays, the width and length of 
the seas is captured by the radar and 
, sonar equipped giant fishing ships, and 
“jj industrial fishing is going to take the 
en ^place of traditional fishing once and 
forever. At present, fishes and other 
H families of marine creatures form main 
s courses of over 30 countries world¬ 
wide. Japan, England, Norway, Fin¬ 
land, Russia, France, Belgium, Italy, S. 
1 Korea, and China rule the industrial 
\i\ fishing of the w' rid. Japan, in particu¬ 
lar, owns hundreds of giant and 
___ equipped fishing ships, on which one- 
111 tenth of Uni total population of (he coun- 
^ vc try, Le. IS million, arc busy fishing 
ME industrial way. 

\rc The ecu graphical status of our vast 
jrn country enables us to optimize fishing 
lev using industrial methods, in case there 
-j c l would be sufficient facilities and neces- 
- saiy instruments. 

jan In spite of the existence of rich food 
O (resources in the northern and souther* 
jfp 5 seas of the country, the industrial Gsh- 
ing is not that much used in our country 
, and the traditional fishermen rule the 
^ ringdom of the seas. 


Jt-ra* 

their activities are outstanding and 
praise-worthy — drew that the industry 
in Iran is at its first steps as compared 
to other countries. It is more than ever, 
in dire need of financial and cultural 
support of (he Islamic government. 

Evaluation of the present status of 
industrial fishing in Iran in an interview 
with the managing director of Sadaf 
Industrial Fishing Co. and Industrial 
Fishing Consortium of Iran is the focus 
of this report. 

It should be noted that Sadaflndus- 
trial Fishing Company was founded in 
1989 and started its activity some lime 
in the last months of 1992. Afsoon ves¬ 
sel is one the most modern fishing ships 
of the world and one the nine sea ves¬ 
sels which was brought into action by 
the experienced companies possessing 
ibe technical know-how of the indus¬ 
trial fishing. To provide necessary and 
sufficient equipment and remove the 
problems rnd technical obstacles in 
their way. Lie industrial fishing compa¬ 
nies have ireated-a consortium regis¬ 
tered under the name of Industrial 
Fishing Consortium of Iran. 

Fish Occupies the 
Least Portion in 

Iranian Main Courses 

Every Iranian family as an average 
consumes about four kilos of fish evoy 


"St-'- 


year. If the Iranian people get to know 
the importance of this food source and 
the abundance of prolan in it, they will 
understand (heir fish consumption is 
not sufficient. 

Fish is rich in protein and phospho¬ 
rus and the fish oil is a natural dement 
for regulating the blood cholesterol 
The little portion of fish in Iranian 
main courses stems from a few factors, 
the most important of all are: unfamili¬ 
arity of the public with fish and its 
benefits to human body, the difficulty 
of cleaning and cooking fish for the 
housewives, and unfamiliarity of the 
public with the industrial fishing which 
Mocks any social tendency toward in¬ 
dustrial fishing as well as public sup¬ 
port. 

Fishing and Fish 

Processing 
Although the sea fishing has not had 
much progress in our country and has 
remained true to traditional way of fish¬ 
ing — rather than tending to industrial 
one —, at the same time, the sea fishing 
is a wcU-defincd occupation. 




land.' 

The fishery is composed of three 
stages: navigation of ships, fishing and 
fish processing, marketing and sale. 
These three stages, thongh inde¬ 
pendent, are closely linked with each 
other. 

The Inst stage, navigation ofiships, 
Includes three other sections namely 
maintenance, procurement of spare 
ports, and training and providing drilled 
manpower familiar with the sea and 
interested in fishing. The above said 
stages face some problems. The prob¬ 
lems of navigation ofshipsmaybetited 
as: 

1- Lack of sufficient had. currency 
for purchasing spare parts - 

2- Lack of sufficient experts man¬ 
power for main repair works and mod¬ 
ern fishing equipment 

3- Lack of on-time fueling 

According to mtcmatkmal laws and 

regulations every dup has to be regis¬ 
tered for classification at respective in¬ 
dustrial institutions, which is called 
‘class.’ In order to-be registered in a 









Mr. AmauoUah Hayaidavoudi, with 
over 25 year of experience in the sea 
and comprehensive knowledge of fish¬ 
ing career says: Still most of the people 
in Iran and in the neighboring countries 
near and far, do not know much about 
the start of industrial fi shing in Iran. 
There are many in Iran wbo are totally 
unfamiliar with tile ‘industrial fishing * 
and do not know'the differences be¬ 
tween industrial and traditional fishing. 
The products prepared by industrial 
fishing are in high quality and consum¬ 
ers can use them afresh in all seasons of 
the y car, in a way that there is no differ¬ 
ence between winter and summer prod¬ 
ucts. 

Forty percent of the fishes caught by 
industrial fishing ships include; shrimp. 
Cuttlefish. Ribbon Fish, Elds, Cat Fish, 
all of which are frozen on board. These 
products arc exported mainly to Japan, 
China, Thailand, Spain, Italy, and Eng¬ 


days in tire long queue of fireL This is a 
heavy loss for the Fishing ships. . - 

The Problem of 
Providing Fis h i ng 
Equipment and Topis 
The second problem of fishing in¬ 
dustry, is tools and providing tools for 
fishing Unfortunately none oT the fish¬ 
ing tools is found in the country and the 
government has allocated no bard cur¬ 
rency for importing these tools (net, 
wire, etc.) 

Marketing and sale is the lost .but not 
least stage. Some say it is the most 
difficult stage of.thc three; Mr. Hayat- 
davoudi elaborates the third stage as: ' 
Our countrymen are not that much 
familiar with fish consumption. This 
unfamiliarity with one of the best, 
healtity, and nutritious food resources 
has brought about problems, specially 
for those who arc active in fishing.in- 
dustry. ' 

In the southern watersofthe country 
there axe some 400 Tamilics of fish, 
some of them arc considered as the best 
edible fish in the worlds 

Before the. industrial fishing, be 
popular in Iran, fishing was made in 
traditional methods, and becanse it look 
a long time from the moment of fishing 
to the moment of consuming the fish. 


the low consumption rale of fish. Mr. 
Hayaidavoudi says: lo onier to encour¬ 
age people to further consume fish, we 
have tried to ofler ourproduces in a way 
that it should be much easier for tbs 
housewives to prepare fish food in!high 
quality. The new products will be of- 
. fared in the forms of‘Fish Finger* and 
‘Burger Fish*. Also wc have plans- to 
establish Darya Afsoon Company next 
year in Karajwell-equipped with state- 

of-the-art machiner y and with the m~ 
vestment of 2 j 5 minion dollars for the 
first phase. This will revolutionize the 
induarial fishing in Iran. 

The Problem of : 

Packaging ~ 

Packaging is oiicof the most impor¬ 
tant problems o f industrial fishing spe¬ 
cially for companies which ghre doutJfc 
importance forthe quality oftheir prod¬ 
ucts. 

Mr; Hayaidavoudi says: Regarding 
the fact that the stages of fishing, proo 
easing, freezing and packwgmg fish, 
shrimp, and other marine creatures are 
all done an board, so it a neceraatylbat 
the fish be packaged inwater-proofear- 
tons, and shrimp aid othennarinis crea¬ 
tures be packaged in wax papers. 
Unfortunately the locally manufactured 
cartons do not hold foe said charac¬ 
teristics and give old when exposed to 





the marine creatures, being exposed to Steam and water: However, after three 
hot air, lost ihcir protein cells. The first yearaoffeaabiBtystadiesmfoisrEgwd 
sign of loss was the foul spreading eve- m chose a gove rnm en t al company to 
rywhere leading to decay- of the fish.. produce high quality cartons for the 
Thisiswhy the people-had a bad expe- fodusfrial fishfog industry.. Unfortn- 
rience of the southern fish "and do- bat^,i^orityit<iidnrtsblveourpiob- 
scribcd it as unpleasant. ’ terns but also, following & sudden tire 

Today, however, the industrial fish- in the prices, the company neglects the 
ing has met its stand in the south. In tins contract or offers its products with 
method, first the fish is frozen at minus higher prices. 

40 degrees bdow zero. within three ’ Itismtemstihg tolawwthatimp^ 
hours after fishing, by modem freezing *08 thepackaging instrument from 
machinery such as plate freezer, and oftwr countries costs someRls.1,200 
fieezii%.tumiel Next the fifo are stored per box, wheiie8s the same instroments 
in the vessel’s cargo-hold at minus 25 with 20 percent lower quality m foe 
degrees centigrade where no bacteria, country costs two-fold more, 
enzymes, or parasite (worms) can ever At present we import, the boxes and 

be active. Therefore, the fish maintains containers needed 'Cor packaging 
its freshness for at least a year. shrimps. Besides consuming a lot of 

In the Dock harirarrency,itbringsita^ 

• in the customs. 

When theAfaoon rating Vessel, or He added: All the repair, mamfo. 

any other ship approaches the dodc for nance aiti service woita of the firiung 
unloading and berthes, the officials of vessels are accomplished outsade tiie 
Veterinary Orga niz a ti o n im m e diate l y country. Tins is -When the government 
get on board ami following the inspec- does i»t support financially this heavy 


be surveyed regularly by the rcsponsi- 
ble authorities oftbe class every year to . * 

offer its services in the best way possi* 
ble. Regular and constant maintenance 
of ship guarantees the drip’s presence . *° 
in tire class: Even without a class a ship 
cannot be insured. 

In BandarAbbas there are only two tcm ^ 

fuelling jetties, which inject fued to all 
commercial, cargo, service, porter, 
governmental and fishing ships. . ^ 

In most of the countries worldwide, 
the fitting vessels enjoy priority in fu- 
dling due to operational necessities. “* 1 
Unfortunately there is no such a thing 
in Iran, no difference between a ship ^ 
carrying a few hundred tons of putrefy- gUjla 
ing with (he other ships. This is when 
the daily expense of a ship isnlmostRls. I**-- '■ 
10,000.000. 

Unfortunately, due to lack of fuel 
filling potto, the fishing ships, because 
ofthc traffic, have to wailal least for 15 


tion of the fish and assuring its f i t n ess mtpendibixe, and we have to; provide 
for human consumption give the per- hard currency fh>m open markets, 
mission to mtibad the dup. Next, foe Finally Mr. Ammollah Hayatda- 
fish is carried to theland cold storage : voudi, managing: directorof Sadaf Jb- 
to be kept at minus 25 degrees ceuti- d us trial Fishing Company arid 
grade. The stored fish maintain its- Industrial Fishing fWnrthm, 
frerimess at least for one year at this expressed his tyst regards to hfr.Ras- 
tempcralure soul Lahrjanian, deputy' minister of 

ll-iyi ... '-.y v" constructionJihad and head of foe 


> M _ » •- w 7 --- X OUU UEOU U1 IUC 

Afeoon Fishing Vessel 

The management of Sadaf-Indus- tor of IrattFisheriesCompany (Shilat), 
trial Fi^is^g Company, in its fourfli who, with his useful views and wire 
year of activities, took steps to decrease plans, has helped brfo traditional and 
the factcss-wfaich were determinant m industrial fishing activities. 
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TH6 <3CV€flNM€NTflL MANAGEMENT 


GAINING CENTEft INAUGURATED IN ILAM 


Govemmeniai 
lagement Training 


Center 




jl Jlf 


the distinguished President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, the newly 
established building of GMTC 
was inaugurated on Wednesday 
evening, January 1,1997 in order 
to implement the educational 
policies of the government and 
spread the culture of correct 
management in die country. 


In a speech made at this cen¬ 
ter, the president said, "Training 
the government managers and 
employees is one of the essen¬ 
tial and fundamental steps taken 
in the construction era. I have 
been observing die activities of 
GMTC since the beginning and 
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I am delighted to express that it 
has successfully trained the 
government managers and em¬ 
ployees to initiate a quick devel¬ 
opment. The satisfactory 
situation of our managements 
today, indicates the true im¬ 
provement of the government 
managers and employees. 1 con¬ 
gratulate you on your accom¬ 
plishments and hope you 
continue to elevate the manage¬ 
rial qualities so we can achieve 
the expected levels. We can cer¬ 
tainly utilize our potentials in a 
better way if we train and edu¬ 
cate the employees. The mana¬ 
gerial improvements will 






wm 







.j^r-n line with the educational 
i mpolicies of the Islamic Re¬ 


public and in order to achieve the 
/constructive objectives of the 
'country, die Governmental Man¬ 
agement Training Center 
(GMTC} has established centers 
v in different provinces, offering 
short-term and long-term train- 
V ing courses to those who are in- 
Iterested. Such an action will 


increase essential capabilities, 
promote the standards of man¬ 
agement, provide a- better view 
toward the economic and social 
plans of the government, im¬ 
prove the administrative affairs, 
update the government employ¬ 
ees in theory and practice, serve 
the decentralization policy and 
bring more attention toward the 
deprived areas. In die presence of 
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President Hashemi Rafsanjani.' Training the 
government managers and employees is one of the 
essential and fundamental steps taken in the 
construction era. 




A view of GMTC buRtSng in Ham 


. increase our level of productiv¬ 
ity." 

Ham’s GMTC' with 17,000 
sqjn land area and 2,000 sqjn 
built-up space includes 10 
classrooms, a library with at 
least 2^00 books, a data base 
system, a recital hall, a com¬ 
puter lab, a gathering hall, a 
conference room and a prayer 
hall. It offers different long¬ 


term training courses to 421 stu¬ 
dents 146 of whom are now 
graduated. It has also offered 42 
short-term courses in fee fields 
of management, administrative, 
skills, seminars and interviews 
to 1570 trainees. Considering 
the average age of the popula¬ 
tion in Ilam, GMTC has had an 
outstanding performance in this 
province. 
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* The Most Hygienic in the Recent Century 

* Resistant Against Worn-out 

* Washable With Hard Washing Pads 

* Usable With Full-Steel Mixer 

KARAL holds the certificate of the Iranian 
Organization for Scientific and Industrial 
Researches, Chamber of Commerce and 
Munich Industries, Germany 
Available in All Shahrvand and Refah 
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he country's petrochemi¬ 
cal industry witnessed a 
constructive and unforgettable 
strides taken by industrious and 
devoted personnel and experts 
of Shiraz Petrochemical Com¬ 
plex toward construction and 
development in last Day. 

On December 30, 1996, the 
engineers, experts and workers 
of Shiraz Petrochemical Com¬ 
plex celebrated both the birth 
anniversary of infallible Imam 
Mahdi (May God hasten his 
appearance) and the execution 
of their admirable operations 
unprecedented in petrochemi¬ 
cal history and recorded their 
active presence in construction 
era of the country. 

On that day, the exhausted 
97-ton thermal transformer ap¬ 
plied in Urea Unit of Shiraz 
Petrochemical Complex was 
replaced with new transformer 
through efforts and program¬ 
ming of Iranian managers and 
experts. The new transformer 
which has 112 tons and 16 me¬ 
ters length was installed at a 
height of 36 meters above 
ground level among a number 
of complex apparatuses. 

Giving a brief explanation 
about Shiraz petrochemistry, 
the following report offers a 
part of operations on pulling 
down the exhausted trans¬ 
former of Urea Unit and in¬ 
stalling the new one. 

Shiraz Petrochemical 
Complex With 
1.5-Million-Ton 
Annual Production 


i 

^ ( Shiraz Petrochemical Cora- 

plex which as the first unit of 


vclopmcnt of Islamic Republic 
of Iran through producing over 
1.5 million tons of various 
goods per year. 

The complex is located 5 
kilometers off western 
Marvdasht and 50 kilometers 
off northern Shiraz beside Kor 
River. 

Today, over 14 products due 
to efforts of workers and ex¬ 
perts are produced out of raw 


frequently brought the unit’s 
work to a standstill, and also 
huge expenses for repairing it 

Hence, the responsible per¬ 
sons of the complex intended 
to change the thermal trans¬ 
former called E4103 in order to 
prevent more reduction of urea 
production as well as more 
losses. 

In this regard. Engineer 
Massoud Sharifi, head of Shi- 


Pioneers 

Fare Industries Repair and Pro¬ 
curement Company. 

He went on to say that since 
such a giant task had not been 
previously experienced in Iran, 
the planning and execution of 
replacing tire 112 -ton trans¬ 
former were carried out 
throqgh applying manpower 
and existing equipment of Shi¬ 
raz Petrochemical Complex. 

He pointed out that die rea- 
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Shiraz Petrochemical Complex as the first petrochemical complex m Iran 
now produces l4 various goods. 


materials such as natural gas, 
salt, limestone, water and air in 
three sections of Shiraz Petro¬ 
chemical Complex. 

Some of the products which 
are exclusively produced in 
this complex and offered to 
hundreds of lower industries 
are: sodium bicarbonate, light 
and heavy soda (sodium car¬ 
bonate), perchloride, liquid 
chlorine, ammonium nitrate, 
methanol (methyl alcohol), and 
argon gas. 

Ammonia, nitric acid, hydro¬ 
gen peroxide, caustic soda, 
chloric acid, urea fertilizer are 
other products of this factory. 

Self-Confidence , 
the Key to Success 


raz Petrochemical Complex 
said, “In order to change the 
transformer, months -of study¬ 
ing, programming and techni¬ 
cal operations were carried out 
and the stages of operations 
were written in about two hun¬ 
dred pages.” 

. He. added that after fre¬ 
quently practicing and remov¬ 
ing shortcomings in the field of 
execution in specialized and 
consultative sessions, a special 
operation team formed of best 
personnel of the complex was., 
selected to change the trans¬ 
former with cooperation of 


son of becoming successful in 
this giant project was relying 
on God, self-confidence and 
also trusting in potentialities of 
the devoted personnel of die 
complex. 

From Moving the Old 
Transformer to 
Installing the Neva 
Transformer 

In petrochemistry industry of 
Iran, the machinery having big 
dimensions are installed in first 
stages of setting up a unit, Le. 
they are usually installed in 


The replacement of transformer by Iranian waiktrs 
and engineers saved a considerable amount of 

foreign currency. 

their places before the other “The n 2 -ton transform* 
and the related must have been passed Ihrongi 

joints cause a hindrance. thick pipes in which the dan- 

' gerous ammonia gas and other 
The thermal transformer of materials flowing with high 
Urea Unit of Shiraz- Petio^ pressure, and a smallmistake 
chemical Complex was re- in calculations and operations 
placed while there were a lot of was enough to ‘ cause unex- 
machinery and . equipment pectcd damages.” 
around the place where the old This head of Repair Affairs 

transformer was. . . Section of Shiraz Pfetrochemi- 

In this regard, -Engineer cal Factory in thisrelatioa said, 
Sharifi, head of Shiraz Petto- “At first, the exhausted trans- 
chemical Complex, said, “At:: former was . separated, and 
tire time of changing the ther¬ 
mal transformer, the side units 
inc l udin g Ammonia Unit were 
active.arid none of them was., 
brought to a standstill.” 

He added, “Since die differ¬ 
ent units are-dependent on each 
other and the stoppage of pro¬ 
duction brought about great 
losses, the transformer was 
-changed in the shortest time. _ 


TE ! ■ —; - — - 

twt Engineer Massoud Sharifi } head of complex: Since 
:or such a gzajii task had 7zot been previously 
^ experienced 272 Iran, the planning and execution of 
lev replacing the 112-ton transformer mere carried out 
Id through applying manpower and existing 
equipment of Shiyaz Petrochemical Complex 


ran 
o ( 


as 


well 


as relying on God and engineering 


jCTs calculations. 

vfa -=_ 1 


5al J Iran petrochemistry industry 
*stc one die biggest com- 
;c h plexes in Far East began its ac- 
viU tivities through producing 


da; 


azotic chemical fertilizers in 


** Marvdasht, Fars in 1963 and it 

^ is nowadays — through in- 

or11 creasing producing units — 

or one of the country's four giant 

*1*1 petrochemical complexes 

/ which takes major strides to- 

■HC ward scif-sufficicncy and de- 
°° 


The Urea Unit of Shiraz Pet¬ 
rochemical Complex due to ex¬ 
haustion of thermal 
transformer for some time had 
faced with reduction of produc¬ 
tion leading to irreparable dam¬ 
age and loss to the complex 
every month. 

The exhausted and damaged 
parts of the old transformer not 
only reduced around 150 tons 
of daily urea production, but 



is®rmai taEsformar of Ursa Uxtit of Shiraz Petrochemical 
Complex was installed rc a height c £36 meters of grosmd level amoag a 
r.-jr.-.be? ef apparatuses. 


landed by heavy cranes.... 

‘4 Then, the new 112 -ton trans¬ 
former must have been carried 
to a: height of 36 meters of 
ground level and installed just 
3 centimeters for from other 
equipment and apparatuses^ 

.“Since the transformer was 
too .heavy, a small mistake 
-while lifting and .c ar ry in g the 
transformer through pipes 
ammonia- could, bring aboutl 
great losses. 

Of coarse, the different parts 
of metal skeleton were rein¬ 
forced before in order to bear 
the weight of new trans¬ 
former.” 

He added, “Fortunately, the 
operation team thanks to pre¬ 
vious practices had fid! capa¬ 
bilities and succeeded to install, 
foe 112 -ton transformer in new' 
pla ce in the shortest time on 
December 30,1996;” . 

He continued that- die re- 
phtcei^ent of the tr ansfo rmer 
by Iranian experts and workers 
has saved a consktaobfe 
amount of foreign currency for 
die country: 

According - to ' Engineer 
Sharifi, the . head of the com¬ 
plex, the joints after die. instal¬ 
lation of the trans fo rm e r were 
carefully welded. witii argon 












PAGE 4 suppiemenl 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Sistan & Balouchestan, a Quickly Developing Province; 

ITTIT Restlessly Playing Its Part 

- : _ r; .. . ~ " t 1 _ _ r* B _■ rr = c ■ -t> -;0 j®* ?g ™ 

. ;. •=• . ■ ■ 7 : r"i ^ fp 

~ -■ -- - T ~- --o'-Jj-J -J -V. '.-J-’-i 'Cii? '•■i7 'id 3 


jAHUABY 2Q, !Sg7 j 


m 




? Introduction: "TVTO" 
and the Range of its 
Activities: 

* TI7he Technical and Vo- 
:• A cational Training Or- 

ganization (TVTO), 
affiliated to the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Affairs 

% 

il has numerous stationary 
:A and mobile headquarters 
and branches in different 
•i\ provinces of the country. 

* The main duty of this 
f’ organization is provision 
% and training of the re- 
f* quired expert staff for the 
*\ government, private and 
■j cooperative sectors of our 
<£ revolutionary society in 
■)] the holy system of the Is- 


parts of the country, and 
God too helps those who 
care for his deprived ser¬ 
vants, particularly when 
they themselves would 
rise to help themselves as 
well. 

The Central Office of 
the Technical and Voca¬ 
tional Training Organi¬ 
zation has established 
seven stationary and mo¬ 
bile offices in Sistan & 
Balouchestan Province, 
which are all functioning 
under the supervision of 
the Provincial Headquar¬ 
ters of the TVTO at Za- 
hedan. 

Distinctiveness and di¬ 


like the government 
authorities, to arrange a 
variety of very useful 
practical and scientific 
training courses for the 
young generation in. this 
region. 


tional Training Organi¬ 
zation at Zabol and 
Iranshahr, for instance, 
which have so far cost 
2,560 million rials of the 
earmarked development 
budget of the province and 
will both be inaugurated in 
near future, will enable the 
TVTO to train 1,200 more 
trainees in six different, 
six-month technical and 
vocational courses. 

The final stages for es¬ 
tablishment of central of¬ 
fices of the TVTO at 
Khash, Saravan and 
Chabahar townships too, 
are completed and the re¬ 
quired monetary assets for 
these projects is already 
earmarked from the Na¬ 
tional Projects’ Budget. 
The relative topographical 
measurements and land 
studies are all done and the 
architectural plans for 
these projects are ap¬ 


Among the other impor¬ 
tant activities of the Tech- 
nical and Vocational 
Training Organization's 
provincial headquarters 
during the past couple of 
years we can refer to the 
enlivening of the Indus¬ 
trial Training Unit of the 
TVTO in Sistan & 
Balouchestan Province. 

This move received 
wide welcome from the re- 


fered for the first time in £ 
this province have not} 
only received wide popu-1 
lar welcome of the re-^ 
gion’s inhabitants^ and^ 
particularly the young K 
generation, but also? 
gained the financial sup-jrj 
port and engorgements of £! 
both the esteemed Gover-|| 
nor General of Sistan &|j 
Balouchestan and also die 
Budget and Planning Or-fn 


Sistan & Balouchestanthe farthest southeastern 
province of Iran , is a very proper potentialfieldfoM 
all kinds of constructive enterprises including 
agriculture, mater engineering, industrial 
investments and many other constructive ccfizrifMjtJ' 
and the Technical and Vocational Trainingll' 
Organization trains the experts for these activities. 1 


S'iite thousand individuals participated in 28 
different technical, vocational and different 
services 9 training courses of the Technical and 
Vocational Training Organization in Sistan & 
Balouchestan during the past two years. 


The Technical azsd Vocational Trailing 
Organisation offers different occasional trai?zi9zg 
courses for the region 's authorities and some 
cases for the common people as well- These courses 
co:rr a z'ery wide range, from scientific tours, On 
Job Training Courses (OJT). and practical training 
c ru s !i i' <■>:? rs e s'. 


mic Republic of Iran . 
Sistan & Balouchestan, 
e farthest southeastern 
ovince of Iran, is a very 
oper potential field for 
I kinds of constructive 
iterprises including agri- 
lHure, water engineer- 
g, industrial investments 
id many other construc- 
ve activities. 

The esteemed policy 
akers of the Islamic Re- 
jblic of Iran have always 
fid due attention to de- 
;lopment of the deprived 


mensions of the develop-' 
ment plans and the 
constructive activities are 
quite evident in this prov¬ 
ince to any fair observer 
who has visited the region 
even a few years ago. 

The ever increasing ten¬ 
dency of the young gen¬ 
eration of both sexes in 
this region to acquire tech¬ 
nical and vocational speci¬ 
alities has furthermore 
encouraged the Technical 
and Vocational Training 
Organization's officials. 


These courses are both a 
bare need of this quickly 
developing region and 
province, and very attrac¬ 
tive for the young people. 
The courses meanwhile, 
insure a prosperous future 
for the talented young men 
and women of this remote 
part of Iran, for their coun¬ 
try and for their province. 

Nine thousand individu¬ 
als participated in 28 dif¬ 
ferent technical, 
vocational and different 
services’ training courses 
of the Technical and Vo¬ 
cational Training Or¬ 
ganization in Sistan & 
Balouchestan during the 
past two years. Mean¬ 
while, the TVTO has 
painstakingly kept on fa¬ 
cilitating and modernizing 
the workshops in this re¬ 
gion, creating a more 
pleasant, more appropriate 
training atmosphere for 
the trainees. 

Two new central offices 
of Technical and Voca¬ 


proved. 

The construction work 
on these three national 
projects, will, God willing^ 
start as of the beginning of 
the next Iranian year 
(March 1997). 




gion’s large and small in¬ 
dustrialists. The first 
systematic activities in 
this regard, which were 
conducted at the highest 
internationally approved 
standard levels were con¬ 
ducted at Khash Cement 
Complex, Razawi Cook¬ 
ies and Bakery Factory 
and Payam-Afarin Indus¬ 
trial Town’s different fac¬ 
tories. 

The first series of these 
trainings courses are still 
being taught at die above 
mentioned industrial 
units. Meanwhile, Tech¬ 
nical and Vocational 
Training Organization’s 


ganization. 

Other training courses! 
of the TVTO are offered j 
either at our own mobile | 
and stationary centers, or! 
at the military barracks, 
prisons, and other possible 
settings where our coop¬ 
eration could help to 
higher the experts’ per¬ 
formance. 

The Technical and Vo¬ 
cational Training Or¬ 
ganization also offers 
different occasional train¬ 
ing courses for the re¬ 
gion’s authorities and in 
some cases for the com¬ 
mon people as well. These 
courses cover a very wide 



TVTO's Training 
Courses: 


Housing Industries Train- range, from scientific 
ing Courses, which are of- tours. On Job Training 
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All Kinds of Constructive Enterprises 


Technical and VeesfliiMil Mails s?g 


Courses (OJT), andpracti- catfonal Training Or- 
cal training crash courses, ganlzation is an 

The Technical and Vocational Training 
Organization is an authorized source for issuing 
"Certificates of Completing the Technical or 
Vocational Courses ”, which are granted to the 
trainees who succeed to pass the relative exams at 
the end of the courses. 


Another scientific activ¬ 
ity of the TVTO is main¬ 
taining a strong presence 
at many national, regional 
and international exhibi¬ 
tions, conferences and 
seminars, contributing its 
valuable experiences and 
practical knowledge to the 
others who are interested 
to take part in this holy 
educational movement 

Tuition of the TVTO 
Courses: 

Interesting to know, not 
only all these courses are 
offered free of charge, but 
also all the trainees can use 
! the gymnasiums and sport 
facilities of Technical 
and Vocational Training 
Organization and the 
trainees who come to get 
the TVTO’s technical and 
vocational trainings from 
other adjacent provinces 
and cities are offered free 
of charge room and board¬ 
ing and even free transpor¬ 
tation services during their 
courses. 


authorized source for issu¬ 
ing "Certificates of Com¬ 
pleting the Technical or 
Vocational Courses", 
which are granted to the 
trainees who succeed to 
pass the relative exams at 
the end of die courses. 

These authorized cer¬ 
tificates are acceptable 
and honored by all the 


and even the private sector 
enterprises as the laws 
stipulate. 

The holders of these 
certificates get the equiva¬ 
lent of an additional four 
year in their work records 
and can take advantage of 
all the legal benefits of it 
including loan priorities, 
salary raises and retire¬ 
ment arrangements. 

Necessary arrange¬ 
ments are made and agree¬ 
ments signed between the 
Ministry of Education, 
Main Bureau of Indus¬ 
tries, and the Technical 
and Vocational Training 
Organization so that the 
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TITO'S Certificates: government offices and trainees of the OJT 
Tht Technical and Vo- organizations, factories, courses will be aM eto^ 


tain official Vocational 
School certificates upon 
completion of TVTO’s 
courses at their own facto¬ 
ries. 

The Cooperatives 
Headquarters too has 
agreed to issue licences for 
establishment of produc¬ 
ers, distributors or con¬ 
sumers cooperatives for 
the certificate holders of 
TVTO. Those who will be 
interested in such activi¬ 
ties will then be entitled to 
receiving loans from the 
government for their pur¬ 
pose as well, while the Co¬ 
operatives Ministry too 
will support them in their 
activities. 

Research vtfc-rk and iiie 

TVTO: 


In order to have a clear list having entries from A 
understanding of the real to Z. 
shortcomings of the Sistan They include auto-me- 

& Balouchestan Province, chanics, electrical services, 
the Technical and Voca- electronics, architectural 
tional Training Organi- planning, topography, 
zation’s Provincial home appliances servicing. 
Headquarters activated its. electromotor coiling, auto- 
Research Unit, and com- mobile electronics, me- 
missioned it to provide the chanics, agricultural 
necessary data regarding machines, carpentering, 
the traditional industries plumbing, lathing, elec- 
of the region and how to tro-welding, automobile 
blossom them. body-work and painting. 

This unit also provided doors and windows weld- 
the TVTO with practical ing, computers, carpet 
information on how to im- weaving, different hous- 
prove the different occu- ing industries, knitting, 
pations* performance pearl-work knitting, mer- 
level, how to gain the best cerizing, artificial flower 

j tj TVTO’ serz'ic j r_- crc c Tsrsd h'cc ~r. 

- r " ! ' *v"- —r —• * 7 ' * ~ — 




iecknicct aszcl t*or.c?f-cr:.Ci i?: -.zzr:~r.j;s m re. 1 ?: G’.r.Ci 
adjacentprcz’izzcss c-r-c. rsttc-s ci-iss zre H 

trc'.-zsz: erna isons. 


academic results of the 
training courses both in 
terms of optimum benefit 
teaching methods and in 
terms of most effective 
studying styles. 

TVTG’s Courses in 

S:siz?z Ba.loztcizesic.ri 

Province: 

The courses offered by 
Sistan & Balouchestan’s 
Technical and Voca¬ 
tional Training Organi¬ 
zation cover a wide range 


making, needle work, job 
safety, and work hy¬ 
gienics. 


The regional authorities y 
of Sistan & Balouchestan O 
Technical and Voca- ^ 
tional Training Organi- K 
zation wish to express r 
their gratitude to the C.] 
TVTO Central Headquar- % 
ters authorities, particu- •; ■ 
larly the esteemed deputy 
minister and the head of ? 
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9,000 Trainees Completed TVTO’s Courses in 28 

Different Fields Since 1994 



j, , o_ 


ig Helpful 


the T T C‘, and also to tion and the Friday Prayer all the dear academic staff 
thank the esteemed pro- Leader of Zahedan, the es- of the TVTO at the prov¬ 
incial authorities includ- teemed Governor General ince, since we owe all our 
ing the esteemed deputy of of Sistan & Balouchetsan success to these worthy in¬ 
die Leader of the Revolu- Province and particularly dividuals. 

SzUsSesi rascra c?T«70’s acSvXos ir, SSsSesr £ Ss&oStosCfin in 3-ao ysar 1555: 

*i- Static r.srv Csnisr? 


Statistics’ record of TVTG’s acSviies in Sister? & Bsicuchssten Province during the first half of f 995: 
1- Stationary Canters 


Center’s Code Others Vocational Employed 

Schools 


Total: 


Center** Code 


2 

5 


Total 


Vocational 

Schools 



Employed 

Unemployment Insurance 

Total 

77 

27 

959 

39 

13 

651 

0 

0 

1045 

107 

40 

2655 



2- ?i!obi!e Centers 


Center’s Code Others 


Vocational 

Schools 


Employed Unemployment Insurance Total 



Center’s Code Others Vocational ( Employed 

Schools 


Unemployment Insurance Total 


709 




5 


Total 


- Training st Military Barracks 

Center’s Code Others Vocational Employed Unemployment Insurance 

Schools 


3- Training at Military Barracks 


Center’s Code Others Vo cationa l Employed U n empl oyment Ins ur a nce Total 

Schools 



Total 



2 


Total 


4- Technics! Seif-Aid 


4- Technical Seif-Aid 


Center’s Code Others Vocational 

Schools 


Employed Unemployment Insurance Total 



Center’s Code Others Vocational Employed Unemployment Ins uran ce Total 

Schools 



Total | ns | 

5- Industrial Training at Factories 


Center’s Code | Others 


Vocational 

Schools 


Eiuployed I Un empl oyment Insurance Total 



Vocational 

Schools 


Employed Unemployment Ins 



leasing industries Trainings 


Others 

Vocational 

Schools 

Employed 

Unemployment Insurance 



Center’s Code Others Vocational 

Schools 


Employed I Unemployment Insuran ce Total 


2 

67 

Total 

127 
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Nasrollah-Zadeh, .Managing Director of Milad Complex 


How to Support the 

ntermedinte Milk Industry: 


Ail Interview With Managing Director of' 
Milad Khorasan Agro-Industry Complex 


ni/lik is one of the 
^/’\niqne foodstuffs 
from which different lands 
of valuable products can be 
taken and offered in vari¬ 
ous types. 

Cheese as an inseparable 
part of Iranian people’s 
consuming culture is one of 
the by-products of milk 
which could — thanks to 
growth of intermediate in¬ 
dustry in the country, Le¬ 
the self-sufficiency stage — 
compete die foreign similar 
products and in this way 
save a considerable amount 
of foreign currency spent 
Tor purchasing this kind of 
Foodstuff. 

In spite of incessant ef¬ 
forts of production manag¬ 
ers toward self-sufTicieacy, 
the producers face some 
problems in annual farm¬ 
ing and dairy products 
processing sectors. 

The following interview 
is offered to make us more 
familiar with the existing 
problems and find a solu¬ 
tion. 

Milad Khorasan Produc¬ 
ing Company is one of the 
most important and equipped 
pasteurized cheese producing 
unit in the country which has 
attracted the consumers’ at¬ 
tention through producing 
high-quality and hygienic 
cheese. 

After one year activity of 
[this producing company, 
[asroilah-Zadeh, the Man¬ 
aging Director of M3ad 
Khorasan Agro-Industry 
Complex, participated in an 
interview and elaborated on 
the company’s activities and 
the existing problems. 

Q: When did Milad 
jKhorasaa Agro-Industry 
Complex begin its acthi- 


A: The complex started 
producing in October 1995 
.and through creating a com¬ 
plete change in the region has 
succeeded to encourage and 
motivate the ranchers to pro-. 
duce more than before. 

Q: What capacity does 
the producing unit have,' 
and have you succeeded to' 
produce at full capacity 
within this period? 

A: At present, Milad 
Cheese Factory with the ex¬ 
isting equipment has the ca¬ 
pacity to receive 130 tons of 
milk and made some 20 tons 
of cheese in each working 
shift 

Of course when we were 
beginning to work on this 
production project, since the 
c att le breeders of the prov¬ 
ince were not familiar with 
the system, the amount of 
the milk delivered to Milad 
Khorasan Agro-Industry 
Complex till March 1995 was 
limited to twenty tons a day, 
but as of the beginning of 
spring season and since the 


tory’s production was drasti¬ 
cally decreased, which has 
caused various problems for 
the cattle breeders and pro¬ 
ducers alike. 

Q: What kind of prob¬ 
lems are you referring to? 

A: One of the problems 
that the diary products’ pro¬ 
ducers face all over the coun¬ 
try is the imported cheese 
problem. We too have suf¬ 
fered a lot from this phenom¬ 
ena. 

Sometimes, for instance, 
food ration coupon for distri¬ 
bution of imported cheese is 
announced, where the local 
cheese production is offered, 
which causes difficulty in 
sales process of the Iranian 
cheese and the losses of the 
local diary industries in this 
regard can not be compen¬ 
sated. 

Unreasonable rise of the 
price of the cattle’s feed, on 
the other hand encourages the 
breeders to send their cattle to 



. / ■ ... 
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Q: How do you think we 
can reach our nation’s long 
time dream of reaching self- 
sufficiency is the agro-EE- 
dustrial fields, including 
diary industries. What poli¬ 
cies are to be adopted to 
reach this goal and what do 
you expect the authorities 
to do in this regard? 

A: Our first request of the 


I tvould like to thank the great assistance and helpful consultations oj the 
esteemed Governor General of Khorasan Province Engineer &&upeee* tns 
esteemed authorities of the provincial branch Construction Jihad Rizms'cm, 
and also the esteemed deputies of Khorasan Province at the Islamsc Co? s- 
c *tltatxve Assembfo Mm&S* 


beginning of the new Iranian 
year the complex succeeded 
to obtain an average between 
130 to 150 tons of milk from 
all over Khorasan Province 
daily, which not only rose the 
production of the Milad 
Khorasan Agro-Industry 
Complex, but also solved 
many of the financial prob¬ 
lems of die herdsmen. 

We also succeeded to find 
good markets for our prod¬ 
ucts in a short time. Yet, due 
to various problems, the fac¬ 


the slaughter house, rather 
than keeping them and send¬ 
ing their milk to the factories. 
This problem too, has caused 
great difficulties for Milad 
Khorasan Agro-Industry 
Complex. 

I believe, if the system of 
distribution of cattle’s feed 
would continue in the present 
trend, we would soon, unfor¬ 
tunately witness gradual de¬ 
struction of the cattle 
breeding industi^ in our 
country. 


authorities, the hard working 
government and the Islamic 
Consultative Assembly Ma¬ 
jlis is to switch the subsidies 
they pay for imported cheese 
into subsidies paid for cattle 
feed and granting loans on 
gratis basis to this hard work¬ 
ing group. 

Such policies can solve the 
financial problems of the cat¬ 
tle breeders and meanwhile 
permit them to keep their cat¬ 
tle and not slaughter them un¬ 


systematically. This will also 
stop the unreasonable rise of 
the milk and other diaiy prod¬ 
ucts* prices, while cutting the 
hands of the middlemen and 
ration coupon brokers in the 
diary products’ market. 

This can in turn lead to 
flourishing and development 
of the diary products as well. 
Paying subsidies for buying 
fodder for the cattle and pay¬ 
ing subsidies to the fodder 
farmers is in fact comparable 
to the Quranic example of the 
single whey seed that will 
grow to be seventy seeds, 
thus providing a profound 
benefit for our Islamic home¬ 
land’s economy. 

We also expect the 
authorities to stop importing 
foreign cheese into the coun¬ 
try, which can also be a good 
support for the Iranian diary 
industries 

W'e finally asked the 
Managing Director of Mis¬ 
led Khorasan Agro-lad us¬ 
er}’ Complex if there was 
any particular comment he 
wished to add? 


I would like to thank th 
great assistance and 
consultations of the esteemed 
Governor General o 
Khorasan Province Engineer 
Koupaee, the esteemed 
authorities of the provincial 
branch Construction Jihad 
Ministry, and also the es¬ 
teemed deputies of Khorasan 
Province at the Islamic Con¬ 
sultative Assembly Majlis. 

Of course I have informed 
the Khorassan Deputies As¬ 
sembly and the government 
authorities in charge of cattle 
problems and cattle breeding 
in the countiy, about the cur¬ 
rent problems of the diary in¬ 
dustries in separate detailed 
letters about our problems, 
asking all these dear indi¬ 
viduals to assist those in¬ 
volved in these fields 
urgently. 

I pray to God, to help all 
those who serve Islam and the 
holy system of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, enabling 
them to be of more effective 
services to the nation. 




Km. 25, Neislrabour- Mashhad Rd. 
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- : ravelcrs who arrived Mashhad 
_ by plane recently during the 
daylight hours, if they looked down 
from the small airplane windows be¬ 
fore landing at Mashhad airport, 
probably noticed the great Qa’em 
Clove ricaf Interchange Project and 
the new one hundred meter wide 
Mashhad Ringway. 

One of the authorities who had 
arrived Mashhad from Yazd a 
while ago and was very impressed 




the world and a motherland and 
research center for those who wish 
to seek true Islamic teachings 
from across the Islamic world and 
that is why it deserves closer atten¬ 
tion and perseverance of its citi¬ 
zens and wider cooperation of the 
government and the Parliament in 
the challenge to renovate and de¬ 
velop this beautiful city in the best 
possible way. 

Mashhad Municipality’s readi¬ 
ness to participate in the devclop- 


city, making it a more pleasant city 
to stav at or to travel to. 


“ ’j ^ 

In line with its wide scale con¬ 
struction and development plans, 
Mashhad Municipality con¬ 
structed the Esteqlal Square Clo¬ 
ver! eaf Interchange in 1993, the 
large Fajr Square Cloverieaf Inter¬ 
change in 1994 the huge scale Al- 
Qadir Square Cloverieaf 
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air os' :rs =■ Qr/em 

by the large scale project said that 
the dimensions of the great job 
accomplished by Mashhad Mu¬ 
nicipality in Qa'em Project is tan¬ 
gible only for those who can 
compare the situation with the 
past 

"When I looked down from the 
plane window and saw the Qa’em 
Cloverieaf Interchange, 1 was 
deeply impressed by the delicate 
technical job accomplished by Ira¬ 
nian experts’ hands. The project’s 
attraction is surety due to Iranian 
creativity and the artistic Islamic- 
Iranian architecture." he said. 

Mashhad has grown to be a 
metropolitan city with a high 
population growth rate and is host 
t<i over twelve million pious, en¬ 
thusiastic pilgrims who conic both 
from aii over the world and from 
the rcmotc.- l parts of our own 
country to pay homage to Lhc holy 
shrine of the Eighth Infallible 
Imam of the Prohphct’s (S) 
Household. Imam Aii ibn Musa 
aJ-Rcza (AS) and these specifica¬ 
tions have given a cosmopolitan 
air to this city. 

Most of these enthusiastic pil¬ 
grims arrive Mashhad through 
land routs and the almost constant 
heavy Lraflic of the incoming or 
outgoing visitors* vehicles called 
for construction of a modern ring¬ 
way with various kinds of multi- . 
level overpasses in order to avoid 
heavy tralTic jams both at the cn- < 
trances of the city and in the Mash- > 

had streets. I 

Successful completion of such i 
great projects as the Qa'em Inter- i 
change and the one hundred meter i 
wide, 52 kilometer Mashhad i 
Ringway is sufficient proof for 
spectacular efficiency of the 
Mashhad Municipality. ' 

' Mashhad is the second largest f 
metropolitan pilgrimage city of c 


CioverJenf Interchange and « pari of Mashhad Ringway 

mem projects and the good Interchange in 1995 and finally 


Mashhadi citizens’ willingness to 
play their role in this holy chal-. 
lenge are very valuable assets in 
this regard. 


began work on the Qa’em Square 
Cloverieaf Interchange Project 
along the rout of the 100 meter 
wide Mashhad Ringway and at its 


SuccessfzzZ cottzplztzo?: of szzck gr&at projects as the 
Qa <277z hitsrchange and the o?ze hundred 7neteTrzs?ide 3 
52 kilometer Mashhad Ringway is sufficient proof 
for spectacular efficiency of the Mashhad 
Municipality. 


Chze Hundred Meier 
Wide Mashhad 
Ringzvay 

Mashhad has constantly grown 
during the past decades to become 
the second largest metropolitan 
pilgrimage city of the world and 
parallel to its growth the traffic of 
this city, particularly in the central 
parts of it. gradually became a ma¬ 
jor rural problem. 

In order to separate the inter¬ 
city traffic and the incoming or 
outgoing traffic, thus providing 
for a more convenient atmosphere 
both for the citizens and for the 
pilgrims of Imam Reza (AS), 
Mashhad Municipality designed 
and completed the one hundred 
meter wide Mashhad Ringway in 
the framework of a three year pro¬ 
ject. 

The project owes its success to 
devotion and hard work of the 
managers and hard working per¬ 
sonnel of the Mashhad Municipal¬ 
ity and the other engineering 
institutes and service companies 
which sincerely played their parts 
in completion of this great project 

Now, the one hundred meter 
wide, fifty two kilometer Mashhad 
Ringway is at service of the good 
citizens and pilgrims of this holy 


intersection with Azadi Bulcvard 
in March 1995. 

The ground breaking ceremony 
of this huge project was held at 
presence of the representative of 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion in Khorasao Province, the 
Governor General of Khorasan, 
Utc Friday Prayer Leader of Mash¬ 
had, and Mashhad people’s depu¬ 
ties at the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly Kfajiis in February 
1995. 

This great project was planned 
in order to solve the traffic diffi¬ 
culties and pedestrians security at 
the distance between the two ma¬ 
jor intersections of Azadi Bule- 
vard and Khajeh Rabi’a Bulcvard 
with the new, one hundred meter 
wide, Mashhad Ringway. 

Mashhad Ringway was thus 
completed and its two ends met at 
Lhc northwest of Mashhad 

Technical 
specifications qf 
Qc: fee fx+ef•change 

Project 

1- Area under construction: 45 
hectares. 

- Length or the ramps: 4.8 kilo¬ 
meters. 

- Length of the lopes: about 1.5 
kilometers each, totally 6.3 kilo¬ 
meters. 


- Average width of the ramps 
and the lopes: 20 meters, eleven 
meters of which is asphalted, and 
an average of five meter high soil 
embankments piled up for each. 

2- Main axes length: The Interior Minister giving h:s irvuguryj address 

- Azadi Bulcvard: (1+300) plan of Mashhad, in which thirty full support during the past years 

kilometers multilevel interchanges are antici- that has eoahtaltljfe Mashhad Mi 

- Ringway Bulcvard: (1+200) pated, adding that "Between 1993 nicipality to run its entlmsiast 

kilometers with an average width and 1996, the Mashhad Munici- projects," said the mayor. 

of 45 meters. pality succeeded to construct' four Amiripour at the end asked If 

3- The multilevel bridges of multilevel intersections and the hard woridrtg government and tb 

Qa’em Project are: fifth one will be put to use within Islamic Parliament to payspeek 

- Two main bridges, 70 meters the next couple of months." attention to e liminate the hurdle 

long and 15 meters wide each. Engineer Amiripour then in the way of development in tin 
(overpassing Azadi Bulevard) talked about the other develop- province, since in order to war 

with two, 3 5 meter wide gales. mcnL plans of Mashhad Munici- off its past backwardednesses an 

The bridges are of box type and pality, some of which are already accelerate its develop projects 

their foundations lay on twenty completed and some almost fin- pace it definitely needs strange 

1.20 meter long props located at ished. support. 

15 meters below the surface. .. . . : ■= == . _ 

- Two sixteen meter long, 22.8 ’The holy city of Mashhad : zvhick is proud have the 
meter wide bridges of slab and .Holy Court of Eighth Bright Star of imama te at iis 

m heart s is ike second largest pilgrimage metropolitan 

4- Two 61 meter long pedes- city in the world and has ojficuzlly become a member 
trian bridges (4 x 2.4) provide for of the Association for Metropolitan Cities / p said 
people’s passage between lhc mo Exgtneer A:niripo«r. 

sides of the square and two pedes- 1 . 


multilevel interchanges are antici¬ 
pated, adding that "Between 1993 
and 1996, the Mashhad Munici¬ 
pality succeeded to construct' four 
multilevel intersections and the 
fifth one will be put to use within 
the next couple of months." 

Engineer Amiripour then 
talked about the other develop¬ 
ment plans of Mashhad Munici¬ 
pality, some of which are already 
completed ami tome almost fin¬ 
ished. 


that has eoahl£d_l!£ Mashhad Mu¬ 
nicipality to run its entlmsiastic 
projects," said the mayor. 

Amiripour at the end asked the 
hard working government and tfc 
Islamic Parliament to payspedal 
attention to eliminate the hurdles 
m the wav of development in tire 
province, since in order to ward 
off its past backwardednesses and 
accelerate its develop projects’ 
pace it definitely needs strange 
support. 


trian overpasses arc designed for 
the other side of the interchange 
(over Azadi Bulcvard). 

5- The project totally cost 25 
. billion rials and was completed in 
nine months. 

Mashhad Mayor 9 s 
Address 

Engineer Amiripour. the 
Mayor of Mashhad, in an address 
given at (he inauguration cere¬ 
mony of this great project, which 
was held at presence of the Interior 
Minister Aii- Mohammad 
Bcsharali and a number of high 
ranking provincial authorities, as 
well as a large number of Mash¬ 
hadi citizens, referred lo the 


According to the Mashhad 
Mayor these projects are Mash¬ 
had’s Compost Factory, which 
produces organic fertilizers out of 
home garbage, the comprehensive 
project for collecting surface wa¬ 
ters and directing them outside the 
city, construction of the 67 hectare 
Mashhad Bus Terminal, Ebrahim 
Abad Parking, remodeling and 
beautifying the Qarakhan Flood 
Channel along its 10 kilometer 
banks, construction of the one 
hundred hectare Kouh Sangi Cul¬ 
tural-Recreational Complex, con¬ 
struction of the twenty seven 
hectare Qa’em Park, construction 
of three libraries, one thousand 
square meters each, construction 
of four ten-classroom schools at 




The interior Minister, Mashhad Mayor, and authorities ohs«v- 
mg the replica of the Qa'em Project 


2,000,000 population of Mashhad 
as well as its annual 12,000,000 
pilgrim guests. 

"The holy city of Mashhad, 
which is proud have the Holy 
Court of Eighth Bright Star of 
Imamaic at its heart, is the second 
largest pilgrimage metropolitan 
city in the world and has officially 
become a member of the Associa¬ 
tion for Metropolitan Cities," said 
Engineer Amiripour. 

He added, "Planning and pro¬ 
gramming arc part and parcel un¬ 
dertakings for the traffic, 
transportations, city services, en¬ 
vironmental issues, solving the 
pollution problems, green areas, 
cultural and social activities for 
living at a metropolitan city and 
thanks God, Mashhad Municipal¬ 
ity has been successful in achiev¬ 
ing a lot in all these fields." 

The Mayor of Mashhad then 
referred to the comprehensive city 


Shahrara, each at a 1.000 square 
meter land, construction of ten 
culture houses at ten diffe ent city 
districts of Mashhad, p a ns for 
Shahrara Cultural Complex to be 
constructed at the old location of 
the Mashhad’s old slaughter 
house, construction of gymnasi¬ 
ums and libraries at Vakil Abad 
and Mellat Parks, plans for con¬ 
struction of five local parks at the 
deprived parts of Mashhad, totally 
at 110 hectares of these places’ 
lands, and reconstruction of the 
Martyrs’ Momimentaod construc¬ 
tion of a symbolic monumental 
statue at the Martyrs* Cemetery. 

Engineer Amiripour then once 
again reiterated the special condi¬ 
tions of Mashhad, which call for • 
announcing this historical, holy 
city as a "National City" and since 
a fifth of our country’s population 
travel to this city each year, "it has 
been the Mashhadi good citizens’ 


a _ hi terior Min isier’s 

h Address 

f The Interior Minister Ah' Mo- 

e hammad Bcsharali was invited to 
- the rostrum after the Mashhad 
5 Mayor. 

: ' He referred to the number of 

i the Iranian cities and the dcvelop- 
■ ment budget earmarked for their 
I development plans. 

"There are 640 cities in oorls- 
1 1 antic homeland and the develop¬ 
ment budget earmarked for then- 
development projects will rise! 
from the previous 3,200 billion ri-| 
als in the current Iranian year into I 
4,000 billion rials as of the begin-l 
ning of the next Iranian year, 13761 
(March 20,1997). t 

The interior minister then! 
thanked the Mashhad Mayor a nd I 
appreciated his efforts for devel-l 
opment of this holy city. 1 

"It has been my pleasure to in-1 
augurate tire two great projects of I 
Fajr and AI*Qadir during the-past I 
three years and inaugurate the I 
groat Qa’em project now, and II 
must th ank tire capable Mayor of I 
Mashhad, Engineer Amiripour, I 
who has certainty changed the fa-1 
cade of this city during his service! 
years. I 

"This gentleman and his good! 
colleagues at Mashhad Municipal-1 
ity, have not only served the pn-| 
grims and tire deprived classes olw 
society in Mashhad, but have also I 
beautified the face of this holy! 
city," added Bcsharali. i 

Referring to planning and com* | 
pletion of the great Qa’em project, I ■ 
the interior minister said, "CbmJ ' 
plcting this project was offering a| . 
sincere service lo tire peopleand to | ■ 
Imam Reza (AS)." 1 - 

At the end. Minister Beshaiati! 1 . 
reiterated that this project is the!': 
largest, scale rural development! 
project in the current Ira nian year! 
1375, and comparable to no other! 
development project around tbe!'- 
courtty. I-. 

"This is in fact a precious gtit| a 
for the good citizens of Mashhad, I; 
which is quickly becoming one of | 
tire veiy convenient and one of the I : 
prettiest cities in the world,” con* I 
eluded Besbarati. I- ‘ 







